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 Call to Order 

5:00 PM Meeting called to order on February 27, 2024 at Hybrid Council Chamber, 36 Court 

Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Kateri B. Walsh At-Large Councilor Remote  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

Jose Delgado City Councilor Remote  

Lavar Click-Bruce Ward 5 City Councilor Remote  

Zaida Govan Ward 8 City Councilor Present  

Malo Brown Ward 4 Councilor Present  

Victor Davila Ward 6 Councilor Present  

Sean Curran At-Large Councilor Present  

Brian Santaniello City Councilor Absent  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Tracye Whitfield At Large City Councilor Present  

Maria Perez Ward 1 City Councilor Remote  

Michael A. Fenton President Present  

 Orders 

1. Order 2024-3 

An Order Amending Code Chapter 16, Section 16-66, Article XIX 

 
HISTORY: 

02/20/24 City Council CONTINUE VOTE   

COUNCILOR WALSH ASKED FOR A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE ITEM BEFORE VOTING ON 

WHETHER TO SEND TO COMMITTEE. 

ATTORNEY SHEA GAVE A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT. 

*************************************************************************

*************************************************************************

*************************************************************************

******************ENTER THE MINUTES FROM THIS PART OF THE 

MEETING*********** 

02/26/24 City Council FIRST READING   

WALSH - YES 

ALLEN - YES 

DELGADO - NO 

CLICK BRUCE - YES 
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GOVAN - YES 

BROWN - YES 

DAVILA - NO 

CURRAN - YES 

SANTANIELLO - YES 

EDWARDS - YES 

WHITFIELD - YES 

PEREZ - YES 

FENTON - YES 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

COUNCILOR WHITFIELD SPOKE ON THE ITEM TO AMEND BY ADDING THE FOLLOWING 

UPDATED LANGUAGE: 

 

D. Except with respect to Section E below, upon the conclusion of Mr. Lawrence E. Akers' 

service to the City of Springfield as the Police Superintendent, the provision shall revert to 

the provision in effect immediately prior to this amendment. 

 

E.  The Board of Police Commissioners shall not forfeit their authority to hire, promote or 

discipline under the City Code, to the Police Superintendent, Police Chief, or any other 

individual, whether by memorandum of understanding, or any other means, unless such 

forfeiture of authority is approved by majority vote of the City Council. Notwithstanding the 

forgoing, nothing in this Section (E) shall be construed to impair or restrict the provisions of 

Article IV, Chapter 27, section 27-26 and Article XIX, Chapter 16, section 16-66. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 1] 

AYES: Walsh, Allen, Click-Bruce, Govan, Brown, Davila, Curran, Edwards, 

Whitfield, Perez, Fenton 

NAYS: Jose Delgado 

ABSENT: Brian Santaniello 

 Under Suspension 

2. Order (ID # 7908) 

An Act Exempting Lawrence E. Akers from Chapter 32 of the MGL - Amended 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

COUNCILOR DAVILA SPOKE ON THE ISSUE 

 

COUNCILOR WALSH ASKED IF DEPUTY CHIEF AKERS WAS AWARE OF THE CHANGES TO 

THE SPECIAL ACT 

 

IT WAS CONFIRMED THAT DEPUTY CHIEF AKERS WAS AWARE OF THE AMENDMENTS BEING 

MADE TO THE SPECIAL ACT 
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COUNCILOR GOVAN NOTED HER HOPE THAT DEPUTY AKERS WILL GET WHAT HE 

DESERVES 

RESULT: ADOPTED [12 TO 0] 

AYES: Walsh, Allen, Delgado, Click-Bruce, Govan, Brown, Davila, Curran, 

Edwards, Whitfield, Perez, Fenton 

ABSENT: Brian Santaniello 


