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                         ANIMAL CONTROL BOARD       
  
                                 
   

  
I hereby notify you that the following items of business have been filed with this office and can 
be acted upon at the meeting of the Animal Control Board Thursday, October 16, 2025 at 10:00 
AM.  
  

City Clerk  
  

Approval Of Minutes 

 1. September 25, 2025 Minutes 

Dog Hearing 

 2. A Dangerous Dog Hearing for a Dog named Remi at 10 Sanderson St Owned by Gipsy 
Espinal Who Lives at 265 Dwight St Extension 4L. 

  
Non-Compliance 

 3. A Non-Compliance Nuisance Dog Hearing for a Dog named Mia at 64 California Ave 
Owned by Peter Gallucci 

 4. A Non-Compliance Nuisance Dog Hearing for a Dog Named Emery at 1859 Roosevelt 
Ave Owned by Amanda-Lee Camacho 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Animal Control Hearing  
                                                              Minutes 

Call to Order 
10:00 AM Meeting called to order on Thursday, September 25, 2025 at City Hall -- Room 
205, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  
Keith Fleming Police  Present  
Camile Nelson Campbell Assistant City Clerk Present  
Megan Landry Board Member Present  
Veronica Johns Board Member Absent  

Approval of Minutes 
1. JULY 31, 2025 Minutes 

Read. 

Board Member Edwards made a motion to accept the minutes the motion was 
seconded by Board Member Landry. 

 

Roll call votes on the motion 

 

Board member Edwards  Yes  

Board member Fleming  Yes 

Board member Johns     Absent 

Board member Landry  Yes 

Board member Nelson Campbell yes 

 

Motion passed by roll call votes. 

 

Minutes approved. 

Dangerous Hearing 
2. Nuisance and Dangerous Dog Hearing for Three (3) Dogs Named Lincoln, Ragnar 

and Sampson at 21 Wells St Owned by Ismael Toledo. 

 

Read. 

 



Renee Robichaud, Animal Control Officer for Thomas J. O’Connor (TJO) and Adoption Center 
read their reports.   

 

Complainant  

Mrs. Hodgson stated her and her husband was walking her dogs on leashes when their dogs was 
attacked. It was brutal. They have sent over $4,500.00 so far, $3,500 in vet and $1,000.00 in 
rehabilitations. They have an appointment next week because the doctor think that the dog is going to 
need additional surgery, and it will cost between $6,000 and $8,000. She put a lot into making sure that 
her dog is not in a situation like this. The dogs came to her dogs, the dogs were loose, they were left 
loose in their backyard while the owners were not home. The fence was propped up with a tire. When 
the dog attacked her dog, she could not get the dog to stop. Her dog has a lot of loose skin and a huge 
scar. The main attacker is the brown dog with white. There are so many dogs in the neighborhood that 
are probably little dogs that are more vulnerable and there are kids. It feels dangerous. She wants 
safety. She’s now dealing with the trauma; she is having a lot of trouble getting scared when she sees 
dogs. 

Respondent 

Ismael Toledo apologized to Mrs. Hodgson and said there is no excuse for the dogs getting out; it was his 
father-in-law who let the dogs get out, they are usually locked in. He said he will cover all the bills; and 
it’s unfair for Mrs. Hodgson and the neighbors. The dogs haven’t been out since. It was irresponsible. 

Rebuttal 

 

Board Member Edwards made a motion to deem the dog named Sampson as 
dangerous, and Lincoln and Ragnar as nuisance dogs the motion was seconded by 
Board Member Landry. 

 

Roll call votes on the motion 

Board member Edwards  Yes  

Board member Fleming  Yes 

Board member Johns   Absent 

Board member Landry  Yes 

Board member Nelson Campbell Yes 

 

 

Motion passed by roll call votes. 
 

After review of the hearing testimonies and the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control and 
Adoption Center reports, the Committee has imposed the following conditions on Sampson: 
 

1. That the owner post a clearly visible warning sign that informs people that there is a 
dangerous dog on the property, as described in c. 110 § 1 and in accordance with c. 110 § 
10 of the Code; 

 



2. That the owner or keeper of the dog provide proof of insurance in an amount not less than 
$100,000 insuring the owner or keeper against any claim, loss, damage or injury to persons, 
domestic animals or property resulting from the acts, whether intentional or unintentional, 
of the dog or proof that reasonable efforts were made to obtain such insurance if a policy 
has not been issued; provided, however, that if a policy of insurance has been issued, the 
owner or keeper shall produce such policy upon request of the hearing authority or a justice 
of the district court; and provided further, that if a policy has not been issued the owner or 
keeper shall produce proof of efforts to obtain such insurance, in accordance with 
Massachusetts General Law (M.G.L.) c. 140 § 157(c)(iv) and c. 110 § 10 of the Code; and 
 

3. That the owner or keeper of the dog provide to the licensing authority, information by 
which a dog may be identified, throughout its lifetime including, but not limited to, 
photographs, videos, veterinary examination, tattooing or microchip implantations or a 
combination of any such methods of identification, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 140 § 
157(c)(v) and c. 110 § 10 of the Code. 

 
After review of the hearing testimonies and the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control and 
Adoption Center reports, the Committee has imposed the following conditions on Sampson, 
Lincoln, and Ragnar: 
 

1. That all three (3) dogs be neutered within six (6) months, in accordance with c.110 §10 of 
the Code; 

2. That all three (3) dogs be licensed, in accordance with c.110 §10 of the Code; 
 

3. That all three (3) dogs be muzzled (an Animal Control Officer will speak to the owner 
regarding the         type of muzzle) when outdoors, both on and off the property, in 
accordance with c. 110 § 10 of the Code; and 

 
4. That all three (3) dogs be confined when outside within a locked fence, in accordance with 

c.  110 §§ 8 and 10 of the Code. An Animal Control Officer will visit the property to view 
the fence and make recommendation(s) in accordance with c. 110 §§ 8 and 10 of the Code. 
 

Roll call votes on the conditions 

Board member Edwards  Yes  

Board member Fleming  Yes 

Board member Johns   Absent 

Board member Landry  Yes 

Board member Nelson Campbell yes 

 

Condition passed by roll call votes  

3. Nuisance Dog Hearing for Two (2) Dogs Named Starla and Sapphire at 279 Garnet 
St Owned by David Benoit. 

 

Read. 



 

Renee Robichaud, Animal Control Officer for Thomas J. O’Connor (TJO) and Adoption Center 
read their reports.   

 

Complainant 

Cheryl Moynahan stated the dogs are running wild and they attack. She was gardening in her 
backyard with her dog, then all of a sudden, she heard her dog barking, and growling. She looked 
and the dogs were circling her dog so she went over and told the dogs to go home, then they 
attacked her, they were jumping and snapping at her. She yelled for David, grab her dog and 
brought her dog in the house to make sure she was ok. She picked up her walking stick and 
began to walled to David house and told him what had happened to her. The dog was not at 
David’s house, then the dogs came home and David says this is no more he’s getting rid of the 
dogs. She can’t walk her dog anymore or mowed her lawn without taking a big stick with her 
because she’s afraid. This cant continues something needs to be done and somebody has to take 
responsibility. It is creating trauma in her life and it’s not fair. 

Respondent 

David Benoit said he doesn’t know what to say, he only knows about one incident. He will 
do whatever he needs to do. 

 

Rebuttal 

Cherly said she called TJO three (3) times and Mr. Benoit has been notified more than once. 

 

Mr. Benoit said TJO came by twice. 

Board Member Edwards made a motion to deem the dogs named Starla and 
Sapphire as nuisance dogs the motion was seconded by Board Member Fleming. 

 

Roll call votes on the motion 

Board member Edwards  Yes  

Board member Fleming  Yes 

Board member Johns   Absent 

Board member Landry  Yes 

Board member Nelson Campbell Yes 

 

 

Motion passed by roll call votes. 
 

After review of the hearing testimonies and the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control and 
Adoption Center reports, the Committee has imposed the following conditions on Starla and 
Sapphire: 



 
After review of the hearing testimonies and the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control and Adoption 
Center reports, the Committee has imposed the following conditions: 
 

1. That all four (4) dogs in your household be licensed and vaccinated, in accordance with c. 
110 § 2 of the Code; 

 
2. That all four (4) dogs in your household be spayed or neutered, in accordance with c. 110 

§ 3(B) of the Code; and 
 

3. That Starla and Sapphire be humanely restrained when outdoors, in accordance with c. 
110 §§ 5(A) and 10(B)(1) of the Code. 

 
Roll call votes on the conditions 

Board member Edwards  Yes  

Board member Fleming  Yes 

Board member Johns   Absent 

Board member Landry  Yes 

Board member Nelson Campbell yes 

 

Condition passed by roll call votes  
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