
 CITY COUNCIL 

City Clerk’s Office        1/3/2018 

Regular Meeting Agenda~ 
  

 

I hereby notify you that at twelve o’clock noon today the following items of business had been 

filed with this office and can be acted upon at the meeting in City Council Chambers, Room 200 at City 

Hall, 36 Court Street Monday evening January 8, 2018 at 07:00 PM according to Section 12, Rules and 

Orders of the City Council. 
 

City Clerk 
 

City Council Page 1 Printed 1/3/2018 

Possible Public Speak-Out Time 6:30 PM 

 

Call to Order 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on January 8, 2018 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

 

 

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

Reports of Committee 

 

Grants 

 

(1.) Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development (EOHED) Grant - Pynchon Plaza 

Park Redevelopment - $3,500,000 - No Match Required (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Pynchon Plaza Award Letter (PDF) 

 Pynchon Plaza Grant Set Up (PDF) 

(2.) FY18 Shannon CSI Grant - No Match Required $595,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 FY18 Shannon Grant (PDF) 

(3.) Second Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals- No Match Required $12,504.96 

(Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 TJO Vet Assistant Grant (PDF) 

(4.) FY18 Fire S.A.F.E. Fire District Safety House Grant - No Match Required - $1,500.00 

(Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Fire - FY18 SAFE Award letter & Contract (PDF) 

 Fire - FY18 SAFE Grant Set-up (PDF) 

(5.) Springfield City Library Donation - $400.00 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Library Donation (PDF) 
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Ordinances 

 

(6.) (ID # 4332) - T21 Policy 

Ordinance amendment due to increase in legal sales age for tobacco by policy of the 

Springfield Public Health Council 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 T21 PHC Policy-Chapter 362 Amendments-11.29.17 (DOCX) 

(7.) (ID # 4352) - TIF Notification 

Amending the Tax Increment Financing Policy to include a presentation of the staff 

analysis to the City Council  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 TIF Policy Amendment-12-13-17 (DOCX) 

 Current TIF Policy_2006 (PDF) 

Zoning Ordinances 

 

(8.) To Amend the Springfield Zoning Ordinance by Amending Article 4, Section 4.7 by Adding 

Section 4.7.110, to Read as Follows and Amending Article 4, Use Table 4-4 by Adding 

Section 13.6: Temporary Moratorium on Marijuana Establishments None Yet 

  

PETITIONER: Springfield Planning Board  
  

ADDRESS: City Wide 

  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Temporary Moratorium on Marijuana 

Establishments   

  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 3194_Temporary_Moratorium_Marijuan_Establishments_2018 (PDF) 

Suspension of Rules 
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Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development 
(EOHED) Grant - Pynchon Plaza Park Redevelopment - 

$3,500,000 - No Match Required (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Department (“Department”) has been 

awarded a MassWorks Infrastructure Grant (“grant”) for the redevelopment of Pynchon Park 

in the amount of $3,500,000 from the Executive Office of Housing and Economic 

Development ("EOHED"); and  
 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the grant is to further improve Pynchon Park Plaza; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds for engineering, 

construction, and restoration of Pynchon Park, and  
  

WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds and the required City matching contribution described herein,  subject to 

the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the 

existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, 

Sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 
 

Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development Grant 

Pynchon Park Redevelopment Project -  $3,500,000 
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FY18 Shannon CSI Grant - No Match Required $595,000 
(Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Police Department (“Department”) has been awarded an FY18 

Shannon CSI Grant of $595,000 From the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of the grant is for the Department to identify and work 

directly with gang members and youth at risk of becoming involved with gang activity to 

promote prevention, intervention, and suppression which will reduce gang related crime and 
youth violence; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to pay for police 

overtime, employee benefits, program supplies, salary expenses associated with a 

coordinator, and vendor contracts; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

FY18 Shannon CSI Grant - $595,000 
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Second Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals- No 
Match Required $12,504.96 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Thomas J. O'Connor Animal Control and Adoption Center 

Department has been awarded a “Second Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals 

Grant” of $12,504.96 from the Foundation for TJO Animals; and 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of the grant is to fund a second veterinary assistant position 

part-time; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to fund the salary of a 

new veterinary technician employee who will work 32 hours per week; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 
such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

TJO Second Vet Assistant Grant - No Match Required $12,504.96 
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FY18 Fire S.A.F.E. Fire District Safety House Grant - No Match 
Required - $1,500.00 (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department (“Department”) has been awarded a grant from the Massachusetts Executive 

Office of Public Safety and Security, Department of Fire Services in the amount of $1,500 from the FY18 Student 

Awareness of Fire Education (S.A.F.E.) Grant; and 

WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant to repair, maintain, and support the District Fire Safety House; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from the City Council and the Mayor 

to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of such grants; and   

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial 

information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial resources and revenues are and will continue 

to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing 

the expenditure of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental impact 

on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 

656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, Sec. 53A, that the City 

Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, 

subject to the approval of the Mayor, and the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and 

held as a separate account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

Student Awareness of Fire Education - $1,500.00 
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Springfield City Library Donation - $400.00 (Mayor Sarno) 

            WHEREAS, the Library Department has been awarded a donation totaling $400.00 from 
the Elder Council; and 

 

            WHEREAS, the funds provided by the donor were designated for the Springfield City 
Library Donation Fund; and    
 

            WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the donation and requests authorization from 
the City Council and the Mayor to expend the donation funds listed in the attachment; and 

 

            WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 
pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 
resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 
expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure of 
the donation funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 
impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 
with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, sec 53A, 
that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the donation funds listed 
below for the purposes of such donation, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and the 
donation funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 
account and may be expended for the purposes of the donation without further appropriation: 

 

Springfield City Library Donation - $400.00 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/08/18 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Council 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Tasheena Davis 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Tasheena Davis 

 Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4332) DOC ID: 4332  

Updated: 11/30/2017 4:34 PM by Anthony I. Wilson  Page 1 

T21 Policy 

AMENDING CHAPTER 362 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 

1986, AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 362-2, 362-3, and 362- 7 THEREOF 

ORD.  NO. ___ 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 362-2 of Chapter 362, Definitions, is hereby amended by deleting the existing definition of 

Tobacco Product and replacing it with the following: 

TOBACCO PRODUCT  

Any product containing, made, or derived from tobacco or nicotine that is intended for human 

consumption, whether smoked, chewed, absorbed, dissolved, inhaled, snorted, sniffed, or ingested by any 

other means, including, but not limited to: cigarettes, cigars, little cigars, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco, 

snuff; or electronic cigarettes, electronic cigars, electronic pipes, electronic hookah, liquid nicotine, “e-

liquids” or other similar products, regardless of nicotine content, that rely on vaporization or 

aerosolization. “Tobacco product” includes any component or part of tobacco product. “Tobacco product” 

does not include any product that has been approved by the Unites State Food and Drug Administration 

either as a tobacco use cessation product or for other medical purposes and which is being marketed and 

sold or prescribed solely for the approved purpose.   

 

Section 362-3 of Chapter 362, Sales to minors prohibited, is hereby amended by deleting the section in 

its entirety and replacing it with the following: 

 § 362-3 Sales to minors prohibited.  

 

1.  In conformance with MGL c. 270, § 6, whoever sells a cigarette, or any cigarette paraphernalia, 

chewing tobacco, snuff, or any tobacco in any of its forms to any person under the age of 21 or, 

not being his parent or guardian, gives a cigarette, or nay cigarette paraphernalia, chewing 

tobacco, snuff or tobacco in any of its forms to any person under the age of 21 shall be punished 

according to the provisions of § 362-11 below. 

 

2.  Identification: Each person selling or distributing tobacco products, as defined herein, shall verify 

the age of the purchaser by means of a valid government-issued photographic identification 

containing the bearer's date of birth that the purchaser is twenty-one (21) years old or older. 

Verification is required for any person under the age of 27.  
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Ordinance (ID # 4332)  Meeting of January 8, 2018 

Updated: 11/30/2017 4:34 PM by Anthony I. Wilson  Page 2 

3.  No person or entity shall sell or distribute nicotine delivery products to any person under the age 

of 21. Nicotine delivery products shall be subject to all sections of this regulation, except § 362-8 

of these regulations. Violators shall be punished according to the provisions of § 362-11 of these 

regulations. 

 

Section 362-7 of Chapter 362, Lockout device required on vending machines, is hereby amended by 

deleting in line three “no person younger than 18 years of age is present” and replacing it with the 

following: 

 § 362-7 Lockout device required on vending machines.  

 

All tobacco vending machines are prohibited; except that tobacco vending machines are permitted if 

equipped with a lockout device, in an establishment with a valid pouring liquor license, and located in 

facilities where the retailer ensures that no person younger than 21 years of age is present, or permitted to 

enter, at any time. A lockout device locks out sales from the vending machine unless a release mechanism 

is triggered by an employee. The release mechanism must not allow continuous operation of the vending 

machine and must be out of the reach of all consumers and in a location accessible only to employees. 

 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

Assistant City Solicitor 

 

Ordinance amendment due to increase in legal sales age for tobacco by policy of the 

Springfield Public Health Council 

 
HISTORY: 

12/18/17 City Council FIRST STEP   

Helen Caulton-Harris, Commissioner of the Health Department, spoke in favor of the 

ordinance. 
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AMENDING CHAPTER 362 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 

1986, AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 362-2, 362-3, and 362- 7THEREOF 

ORD.  NO. ___ 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 362-2 of Chapter 362, Definitions, is hereby amended by deleting the existing definition of Tobacco 

Product and replacing it with the following: 

TOBACCO PRODUCT  

Any product containing, made, or derived from tobacco or nicotine that is intended for human consumption, 

whether smoked, chewed, absorbed, dissolved, inhaled, snorted, sniffed, or ingested by any other means, 

including, but not limited to: cigarettes, cigars, little cigars, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco, snuff; or 

electronic cigarettes, electronic cigars, electronic pipes, electronic hookah, liquid nicotine, “e-liquids” or 

other similar products, regardless of nicotine content, that rely on vaporization or aerosolization. “Tobacco 

product” includes any component or part of tobacco product. “Tobacco product” does not include any 

product that has been approved by the Unites State Food and Drug Administration either as a tobacco use 

cessation product or for other medical purposes and which is being marketed and sold or prescribed solely 

for the approved purpose.   

 

Section 362-3 of Chapter 362, Sales to minors prohibited, is hereby amended by deleting the section in its 

entirety and replacing it with the following: 

§ 362-3 Sales to minors prohibited.  

 

1.  In conformance with MGL c. 270, § 6, whoever sells a cigarette, or any cigarette paraphernalia, 

chewing tobacco, snuff, or any tobacco in any of its forms to any person under the age of 21 or, not 

being his parent or guardian, gives a cigarette, or nay cigarette paraphernalia, chewing tobacco, snuff 

or tobacco in any of its forms to any person under the age of 21 shall be punished according to the 

provisions of § 362-11 below. 

 

2.  Identification: Each person selling or distributing tobacco products, as defined herein, shall verify the 

age of the purchaser by means of a valid government-issued photographic identification containing 

the bearer's date of birth that the purchaser is twenty-one (21) years old or older. Verification is 

required for any person under the age of 27.  

 

3.  No person or entity shall sell or distribute nicotine delivery products to any person under the age of 

21. Nicotine delivery products shall be subject to all sections of this regulation, except § 362-8 of 

these regulations. Violators shall be punished according to the provisions of § 362-11 of these 

regulations. 
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Section 362-7 of Chapter 362, Lockout device required on vending machines, is hereby amended by 

deleting in line three “no person younger than 18 years of age is present” and replacing it with the following: 

§ 362-7 Lockout device required on vending machines.  

 

All tobacco vending machines are prohibited; except that tobacco vending machines are permitted if 

equipped with a lockout device, in an establishment with a valid pouring liquor license, and located in 

facilities where the retailer ensures that no person younger than 21 years of age is present, or permitted to 

enter, at any time. A lockout device locks out sales from the vending machine unless a release mechanism is 

triggered by an employee. The release mechanism must not allow continuous operation of the vending 

machine and must be out of the reach of all consumers and in a location accessible only to employees. 

 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

Assistant City Solicitor 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/08/18 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Council 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Tasheena Davis 

 TABLED Initiator: Tasheena Davis 

 Sponsors: Ward 7 Councilor Timothy C. Allen 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4352) DOC ID: 4352 A 

Updated: 12/14/2017 11:47 AM by Anthony I. Wilson A Page 1 

TIF Notification 

AMENDING ARTICLE VII OF CHAPTER 42 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

SPRINGFIELD, 1986, AS AMENDED 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, AS FOLLOWS: 

 Article VII of Chapter 42 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield, 1986, as 

amended, is hereby further amended by adding thereto a new subsection "39", as follows:  

"Section 42-39. Tax Increment Financing Notification. 
 

 Upon completion of the City staff analysis of any application for a Tax Increment 

Financing Plan, as defined by Section 59 of Chapter 40 of Massachusetts General Law, said 

analysis shall be presented to the City Council at their next scheduled meeting for informational 

purposes." 

 

 

 

 

     Approved as to form 

 

     Associate City Solicitor 

 

Amending the Tax Increment Financing Policy to include a presentation of the staff analysis 

to the City Council  

 
HISTORY: 

12/18/17 City Council LAY ONTABLE  Next: 01/08/18 
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1 
 

AMENDING THE TAX INCREMENT FINANCING POLICY GUIDELINES OF THE CITY OF 

SPRINGFIELD, BY ADDING A NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT THERETO 

ORD.  NO. ___ 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, AS FOLLOWS: 

The Tax Increment Policy instituted by the Finance Control Board in June of 2006 is hereby amended by 

adding the following notification requirement to the end of Section 2 of the Guidelines to read as follows:  

Tax Increment Financing Policy Amendment  
 

Upon completion of the City staff analysis, presentation of the analysis shall be made to the 

City Council for informational purposes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Approved as to form 

 

        Associate City Solicitor 
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