
 CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

City Clerk’s Office        February  27, 2013 

Regular Meeting Agenda~ 
  

 

I hereby notify you that at twelve o’clock noon today the following items of business had been 

filed with this office and can be acted upon at the meeting in City Council Chambers, Room 200 at City 

Hall, 36 Court Street Monday evening March 4, 2013 at 07:00 PM according to Section 12, Rules and 

Orders of the City Council. 
 

City Clerk 
 

City of Springfield Page 1 Printed 2/28/2013 

Call to Order 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on March 4, 2013 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

 

(2.) January Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (Mayor Sarno) 

Report of Committees 

 

Unfinshed Business Before The City Council 

 

(1.) Quinn Bill Transfer ($1.8M) (Mayor Sarno) 
1.8M 

(2.) (ID # 2084) - Building Code Violations 

Reports 

 

(1.) From BPW re:Sumner Avenue - Install Conduits, Hexhole & Transformner (WMECO) – 

<<Enter brief purpose>> 

 

(2.) From BPW re:Kenwood Terrace - Install Conduits, Hexhole and Transformer (WMECO) – 

<<Enter brief purpose>> 

 

Orders 

 

(1.) Central High Bond Authorization $32,082,901 (Mayor Sarno) 

(2.) Order Authorizing Mayor to Execute Quitclaim Deed for Sale of South Side East Hooker St. 

(04315-0032) to New England Farm Workers’ Council, Inc. (Mayor Sarno) 

(3.) Fire EMPG Grant - 87,500 - No Match (Mayor Sarno) 

(4.) State Aid for Public Libraries - No Match Required $102,541.68 (Mayor Sarno) 

(5.) Library of Trust Income - No Match Required - $30,332.10 (Mayor Sarno) 

(6.) FY13 Shannon Grant (Mayor Sarno) 

(7.) Snow & Ice Deficit Spending Authority (Mayor Sarno) 

(8.) Gun Court 

(9.) Collective Bargaining Agreement Ratification (Mayor Sarno) 



Regular Meeting Agenda March 4, 2013 
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Ordinances 

 

(1.) (ID # 2082) - Vacant or Foreclosing Residential Properties 

 



City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
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                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2078  

Updated: 2/26/2013 4:24 PM by Pat Burns Page 1 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Wayman Lee 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2083  

Updated: 2/27/2013 2:51 PM by Wayman Lee Page 1 

Quinn Bill Transfer ($1.8M) (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, to meet the expenses of the City of Springfield for the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013 (FY'13), pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 

44 , Section 33B, and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Acting Chief Administrative and 

Financial Officer and his Honor the Mayor have requested authorization from the City Council to 

transfer the sum of $1,800,000 from the Special Purpose Fund - Finance Education Incentive to 

the Police Department Education Incentive in order to fund the State's portion of the Education 

Incentive also known as the Quinn Bill; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Finance Department - T.J. Plante, whose Department is in control of the 

appropriation from which the transfer is proposed to be made, has approved this transfer,   

 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial 

Officer has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an 

evaluation of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures 

and obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the continuous 

provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 

656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the transfer of 

the sum of $1,800,000 from the Special Purpose Fund - Finance Education Incentive to the 

Police Department Education Incentive in order to fund the State's portion of the Education 

Incentive also known as the Quinn Bill and meet the expenses of the City of Springfield for 

Fiscal Year 2013. 

 

 

From:  Special Purpose Fund - Finance -Education Incentive  

 

1901-10-133-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-501199-QUINN   $1,800,000.00 

 

To: Police Department - Education Incentive  

 

0100-20-210-2130-2131-0110-000000-0000000-501199-   $1,800,000.00 
 

 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

1.8M 

3.1
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: January 9, 2013 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – Quinn Bill Transfer 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the Council meeting on January 14, 2013 which transfers $1.8M from 

the Education Incentive Reserve to the Police Department budget. 

 

Background:  During the development of the FY13 budget, it was unknown if the City 

would be responsible for supporting the State’s share of the education incentive known as 

the Quinn Bill for eligible police employees.  The State’s share, approximately $1.8 

million, accounts for one-half of the overall benefit to eligible police employees who 

have attained specific educational requirements.  During the development of the City’s 

budget, the Labor Relations Department was initiating negotiations with the police unions 

and the State’s share of the Quinn benefit was part of the negotiations.  In an effort to 

secure funds for this potential cost, the City transferred funds to cover this cost into a 

reserve account to be used for the State’s share of the Quinn benefit as needed.   

 

In November, the full amount of the Quinn benefit was paid to eligible police employees 

even though negotiations have not been completed.  It was reported by Bill Mahoney, 

that the latest contract continues to be in effect until the current negotiations are 

completed and therefore, the City is responsible for paying the full benefit including the 

State’s share. 

 

The transfer before Council moves the money previously reserved for this purpose into 

the Police Department budget.  Without the transfer, the Police Department’s budget will 

experience a payroll deficit late this fiscal year.   

 

This order was presented to the City Council on November 19, 2012 and denied by 

Council because it did not receive the two-thirds vote required by Massachusetts General 

Law however it is important to revisit this important issue in order to make the Police 

Department’s budget whole. 

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
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Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Wayman Lee 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Wayman Lee 

 Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 2084) DOC ID: 2084 A 

Updated: 2/27/2013 3:13 PM by Wayman Lee A Page 1 

Building Code Violations 

AMENDING CHAPTER I, ARTICLE V, SECTION 1-25 OF THE REVISED 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 1986, AS AMENDED, BY 

ADDING A $300.00 PENALTY TO THE FEE SCHEDULE TABLE, 

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 140, ARTICE I, SECTION 140-1,2,4,5,6,7 

OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 1986, 

AS AMENDED 

 

 Chapter I, of the Revised Ordinances of the City of 

Springfield, 1986, as amended, hereby further amended by adding 

the following language to Chapter 1, Article V, Section 1-25 

thereto:  

 

 

Chapter I: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article V ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

 

§ 1-25 NON CRIMINAL DISPOSITIONS AND PENALTIES 

 

Ordinance General Ordinances Enforcement Penalty/Day  

§ 140-1 State Building Code 

Violation 

Building 

Inspectors 

$25 - $1000 

§ 140-2 State Sanitary Code 

Violation 

Housing Code 

Enforcement 

$25 - $300 

§ 140-4 State Plumbers and Gas 

Fitters Code Violation 

Building 

Inspectors 

$25 - $300 

§ 140-5 State Electrical Code 

Violation 

Building 

Inspectors 

$25 - $300 

§ 140-6 State Fire Safety Code 

Violation 

Fire Department 

Inspectors 

$25 - $300 

§ 140-7 State Lead Poisoning and 

Control Code Violation 

Housing Code 

Enforcement 

$25 - $300 

    

(as amended 09/15/1987; 11/27/1987; 03/17/1988; 05/23/1991; 

08/07/1991; 10/06/1992; 04/21/1988; 07/21/1995; 06/20/2006; and 

07/22/2010) (as amended by the Finance Control Board on 

3.2
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Ordinance (ID # 2084)  Meeting of March 4, 2013 

Updated: 2/27/2013 3:13 PM by Wayman Lee A Page 2 

02/03/2009) 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

 

 

Assistant City Solicitor 

3.2
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To:  Mayor Sarno, City Councilors, Community Organizations 

From:  Clean & Lien Working Group 

Date:  February 28, 2013 

Re:  Ordinances Changes 

Cc: TJ Plante 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to describe two proposed ordinances changes 
that will be submitted to the City Council on February 11, 2013 for action. 
 

1. Ordinance Change #1 – Updates City sanitary code to be consistent with State 
sanitary code including updates to various fees. 

2. Ordinance Change #2 – Allows for violations against the sanitary code to be 
liened to the property tax bill in an effort to deter violations and collect revenue 
against offenders. 

 
The overall goal of these changes is to strengthen the ticketing process for Code 
Enforcement and the SPD’s Ordinance Squad which will, in turn, have positive effects on 
the impacted neighborhoods.   
 
Background:  Since August, a team of individuals representing various departments 
(Code Enforcement, Office of Housing, Finance, Collector/Treasurer, Law, and ITD) have 
been meeting in order to establish a process by which the City will be able to lien 
outstanding Code Enforcement tickets on property tax bills.  During this process, it was 
identified that two ordinance changes were needed: 
 

1. Ordinance Change #1 – Updates the City’s ordinances to be consistent with State 
sanitary code including updates to various fees to be consistent with current 
practice. Recently, the state updated its sanitary code to reflect current practice.  
In order to be consistent with the State sanitary code, the following fine updates 
are needed: 

 State Building Code Violation –$25-1,000 per day 

 State Sanitary Code Violation –$25-300 per day 

 State Plumbers and Gas Fitters Code Violation –$25-300 per day 

 State Electrical Code Violation –$25-300 per day 

 State Fire Safety Code Violation –$25-300 per day 

 State Lead Poisoning and Control Code Violation –$25-300 per day 
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2. Ordinance Change #2 – Allows for violations against the sanitary code to be 
liened to the property tax bill in an effort to deter violations and collect revenue 
against offenders.  MGL Chapter 40 Section 558 allows the imposition of a lien 
for an unpaid local charge or fee provided that authorization by the Council is 
provided and specific to a particular charge or fee.  Currently, when Code 
Enforcement writes tickets for violations, they have no recourse for collecting 
the fine.  The customer, therefore, is not deterred from the violating behavior 
and revenue is not collected for the City’s efforts.   

 
It has been determined that since FY08, over 5,400 code violations totaling $1.1 million 
are outstanding without an appropriate means of collection.  Although it has been 
determined that there is currently no legal recourse on the outstanding violations, the 
changes recommended will allow for more effective enforcement.  It is estimated that 
$75K amount will be collected annually as a result of these ordinance changes. 
 
Next Steps:  The goals with passage of these two ordinance changes is to place the first 
municipal charges liens on the Fiscal Year 2014 Q3 (January 2014) property tax bills.  In 
general, the process will work as follows: 

 Code Enforcement writes violation and provides citation to customer. 

 Customer has 21 days to pay or appeal.   

 If no action is taken by the customer, the City will process a lien at the 
Registry of Deeds.  This is done to secure the lien in case the property is 
sold prior to a lien being perfected on the property tax bill.   

 When third quarter tax bills are prepared for January 2014, the 
outstanding amounts will be included and required to be paid.   
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Lou DiCarlo 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2064  

Updated: 2/12/2013 8:46 AM by Lou DiCarlo Page 1 

Order of Location for the Installation and Maintenance of 
Underground Utilities 

By the City Council of the City of Springfield, Massachusetts:  

Notice having been given and a public hearing held, as provided by law, 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 

That the WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY, be and it is hereby granted a 

location for and permission to <<Insert proper utility template>> 

 

 

Sumner Avenue - Install Conduits, Hexhole & Transformner (WMECO) 

 

<<Enter brief purpose>> 

 

 

Also that permission be and hereby granted said {ResUserUserLookup1} to complete the 

above request. 

3.3.1
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Informational (ID # 2064)  Meeting of March 4, 2013 

Updated: 2/12/2013 8:46 AM by Lou DiCarlo Page 2 

I hereby certify that the foregoing order was adopted at a meeting of the City Council of the 

City of Springfield, Massachusetts held on March 4, 2013 

 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

We hereby certify that on February 11, 2013, at 5:00 PM, at Sumner Avenue at Continental 

Street a public hearing was held on the petition of the WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 

ELECTRIC COMPANY for permission to complete the above mentioned request. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a location order and certificate of 

hearing with notice adopted by the City Council of the City of Springfield, Massachusetts, on 

the March 4, 2013, and recorded with the records of location orders of said city. This 

certified copy is made under the provision of Chapter 166 of the General Laws and any 

additions thereto or amendments thereof. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk 

3.3.1
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CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Date: February 12, 2013                    

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD: 

 The Board of Public Works, to which was referred the petition of Western Massachusetts Electric 

Company dated January 10, 2013, to install 10-4” PVC conduits, a hexhole and a new pad mounted 

transformer in Sumner Avenue, with the conduits beginning at existing WMECO manhole #1501/22U, 

which is located in the pavement area in the intersection of Continental Street, then continuing in an 

easterly direction for about twenty-eight (28) feet, then continuing in a southerly direction for about 

fourteen (14) feet, then splitting in a southerly direction for about seven (7) feet to a new pad mounted 

transformer in the southerly treebelt of Sumner Avenue, which will be located about thirty-nine (39) feet 

southerly of the centerline of Sumner Avenue and about thirty-nine (39) feet easterly of the centerline of 

Continental Street, and also splitting in a southeasterly direction for about seventeen (17) feet to a new 

hexhole in the southerly sidewalk of Sumner Avenue, which will be located about forty-seven (47) feet 

southerly of the centerline of Sumner Avenue and about forty-eight (48) feet easterly of the centerline of 

Continental Street, all as substantially shown on a plan attached, thereto numbered 6161, which is 

incorporated herein by reference and to lay and maintain underground laterals, cables, and wires in the 

above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and buildings as it 

may desire for distributing purposes, reports thereon as follows: 

 

 By virtue of Chapter 708 of the Acts of 1977 the Board of Public Works held the hearing on the 

above matter provided for in Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws.  The hearing was held on 

February 11, 2013 at 5:00 P.M. at the corner of Sumner Avenue and Continental Street after due notice 

from the office of the City Clerk.  Two (2) members of the Board and one (1) person interested in the 

matter were present.  Of the latter, one (1) voted in favor of and no-one (0) voted against. 

 

 The Board finds the request necessary in order that the utility company can upgrade the 

underground facilities to greatly improve the quality and reliability of electric service in the area.  

 

 After careful consideration, the Board recommends the petition be granted provided: 

 

That due care for public safety is exercised during construction including but not limited to 

the use of a police officer(s) for traffic control if necessary. 

 

 That said construction would not unnecessarily interfere with the movement of vehicular or 

pedestrian traffic in the area.  

 

3.3.1.a

Packet Pg. 19

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 W

M
E

C
O

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 -
 s

u
m

n
er

 a
ve

n
u

e 
#6

16
1 

 (
20

64
 :

 S
u

m
n

er
 A

ve
n

u
e 

- 
In

st
al

l C
o

n
d

u
it

s,
 H

ex
h

o
le

 &
 T

ra
n

sf
o

rm
n

er
 (

W
M

E
C

O
))



  

                                                                               Sheet 2 of 2 

                

 

 That care be taken during said construction not to damage any underground services.  

  

 That the construction site be returned to the same condition as found or better. 

 

 Said company shall indemnify and save harmless against all damages, costs and expenses 

whatsoever to which the City may be subjected in consequence of the acts or neglect of said 

Company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising from the rights and privileges 

granted it by the City. 

  

 In addition said company shall, before a public way is disturbed for the laying of its wire or 

conduit, execute its bond in the penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) conditioned 

for faithful performance of its duties under this permit. 

                 

 Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing Ordinances and orders and 

comply with any changes in Ordinances and orders as may hereafter be adopted by the 

Mayor and Council governing the construction and maintenance of buried cable, conduits 

and wires. 

 

 That any sidewalks that are damaged or removed will be replaced in kind and in accordance 

with the City of Springfield's Standard Specifications.     

           

 That ramps for the handicapped will be provided if and where required by law and in 

conformance with the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts Architectural Barrier 

Board.                    

 That any curbing that is disturbed during construction will be reset to the established street 

grade using proper construction procedures. 

 

 That all proposed silo, manhole and hexhole covers will conform to and be compatible with 

established street, treebelt or sidewalk grades with suitable non-skid covers when in the 

sidewalk area. 

 

 That the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission be notified before construction begins.  

All installations of adjacent utilities must be a minimum of 4 feet from the existing water 

and/or sewer main, edge to edge of pipe. 

 

 That all conditions set forth in the respective order are complied with.  

 

 

 

___________________________ ) 

___________________________ ) BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

___________________________ ) 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Lou DiCarlo 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2072  

Updated: 2/26/2013 11:22 AM by Lou DiCarlo Page 1 

Order of Location for the Installation and Maintenance of 
Underground Utilities 

By the City Council of the City of Springfield, Massachusetts:  

Notice having been given and a public hearing held, as provided by law, 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 

That the WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY, be and it is hereby granted a 

location for and permission to <<Insert proper utility template>> 

 

 

Kenwood Terrace - Install Conduits, Hexhole and Transformer (WMECO) 

 

<<Enter brief purpose>> 

 

 

Also that permission be and hereby granted said {ResUserUserLookup1} to complete the 

above request. 
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Informational (ID # 2072)  Meeting of March 4, 2013 

Updated: 2/26/2013 11:22 AM by Lou DiCarlo Page 2 

I hereby certify that the foregoing order was adopted at a meeting of the City Council of the 

City of Springfield, Massachusetts held on March 4, 2013 

 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

We hereby certify that on February 25, 2013, at 5:00 PM, at At the Corner of Belmont 

Avenue and Kenwood Terrace a public hearing was held on the petition of the WESTERN 

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY for permission to complete the above mentioned 

request. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a location order and certificate of 

hearing with notice adopted by the City Council of the City of Springfield, Massachusetts, on 

the March 4, 2013, and recorded with the records of location orders of said city. This 

certified copy is made under the provision of Chapter 166 of the General Laws and any 

additions thereto or amendments thereof. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk 
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CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Date: February 26, 2013                    

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD: 

 The Board of Public Works, to which was referred the petition of Western Massachusetts Electric 

Company dated January 14, 2013, to relocate a pole, enlarge a manhole, and to install 6-4” PVC conduits in 

Belmont Avenue and a hexhole, pad mounted transformer and 6-4” PVC conduits in Kenwood Terrace, with 

the conduits beginning at an existing WMECO manhole, which is located in the pavement area of Belmont 

Avenue near the westerly corner of Belmont Avenue and Kenwood Terrace, then continuing in a southerly 

direction for about six and 5/10 (6.5) feet into the westerly treebelt of Kenwood Terrace to a new hexhole in 

the sidewalk, which will be about twenty-nine (29) feet southerly of the centerline of Belmont Avenue and 

about thirty-six (36) feet westerly of the centerline of Kenwood Terrace, with additional conduits beginning at 

said manhole, then continuing in an easterly direction for about twenty (20) feet, then continuing in a 

southerly direction for about seventy-five (75) feet into the grassed terrace area of Kenwood Terrace, then 

continuing in the terrace area in an easterly direction for about five (5) feet to a new pad mounted transformer, 

which will be about ninety-three (93) feet southerly of the centerline of Belmont Avenue and at the 

approximate centerline of Kenwood Terrace, all as substantially shown on a plan attached, thereto numbered 

6162, which is incorporated herein by reference and to lay and maintain underground laterals, cables, and 

wires in the above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and 

buildings as it may desire for distributing purposes, reports thereon as follows: 

 

 By virtue of Chapter 708 of the Acts of 1977 the Board of Public Works held the hearing on the above 

matter provided for in Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws.  The hearing was held on February 25, 

2013 at 5:00 P.M. at the corner of Kenwood Terrace and Belmont Avenue after due notice from the office of 

the City Clerk.  Two (2) members of the Board and one (1) person interested in the matter were present.  Of 

the latter, one (1) voted in favor of and no-one (0) voted against. 

 

The Board finds the request necessary in order that the utility company can upgrade the underground 

facilities to greatly improve the quality and reliability of electric service in the area.  

 

 After careful consideration, the Board recommends the petition be granted provided: 

 

 That due care for public safety is exercised during construction including but not limited to the 

use of a police officer(s) for traffic control if necessary. 

 

 That said construction would not unnecessarily interfere with the movement of vehicular or 

pedestrian traffic in the area. 
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 That care be taken during said construction not to damage any underground services.  

  

 That the construction site be returned to the same condition as found or better.  

 

 Said company shall indemnify and save harmless against all damages, costs and expenses 

whatsoever to which the City may be subjected in consequence of the acts or neglect of said 

Company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising from the rights and privileges granted 

it by the City. 

  

 In addition said company shall, before a public way is disturbed for the laying of its wire or 

conduit, execute its bond in the penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) conditioned for 

faithful performance of its duties under this permit. 

                 

 Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing Ordinances and orders and 

comply with any changes in Ordinances and orders as may hereafter be adopted by the Mayor 

and Council governing the construction and maintenance of buried cable, conduits and wires. 

 

 That any sidewalks that are damaged or removed will be replaced in kind and in accordance 

with the City of Springfield's Standard Specifications.     

           

 That ramps for the handicapped will be provided if and where required by law and in 

conformance with the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts Architectural Barrier Board.

                    

 That any curbing that is disturbed during construction will be reset to the established street 

grade using proper construction procedures. 

 

 That all proposed silo, manhole and hexhole covers will conform to and be compatible with 

established street, treebelt or sidewalk grades with suitable non-skid covers when in the 

sidewalk area. 

 

 That the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission be notified before construction begins.  All 

installations of adjacent utilities must be a minimum of 4 feet from the existing water and/or 

sewer main, edge to edge of pipe. 

 

 That the Springfield Park Department be notified before construction begins in the 

terrace area. 

 

 That all conditions set forth in the respective order are complied with.  

 

 

___________________________ ) 

___________________________ ) BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

___________________________ ) 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Jennifer Winkler 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2071  

Updated: 2/25/2013 4:23 PM by Jennifer Winkler Page 1 

Central High Bond Authorization $32,082,901 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the City has been awarded a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority (MSBA) Science Laboratory Initiative. This innovative, competitive grant program 

represents a unique opportunity for the City to invest in an otherwise-sound high school by 

focusing capital spending on prototype designs for science labs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City intends to renovate the existing science labs within Central High 

School and add 12 labs in a separate new addition to the school. A new roof and a sprinkler 

system are also included in the project scope; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the MSBA Grant Program requires the City to appropriate the full cost of 

the project, which is Thirty-Two Million Eighty-One Thousand Nine Hundred One Dollars 

($32,082,901.00). The City acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, 

discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the 

City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole 

responsibility of the City, and that any grant that the District may receive from the MSBA shall 

not exceed the lesser of (1) eighty percent (80%) of eligible, approved Project costs, as 

determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant amount determined by the MSBA on 

account of the Project, and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be 

reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed 

between the District and the MSBA ; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial 

Officer has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an 

evaluation of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures 

and obligations involved in the appropriation, without a detrimental impact on the continuous 

provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 

656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City appropriates the amount of 

Thirty-Two Million Eighty-One Thousand Nine Hundred One Dollars ($32,081,901.00) to pay 

costs of constructing a new science wing at Central High School, located at 1840 Roosevelt 

Avenue in Springfield, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto 

(collectively, the “Project”), which proposed addition shall have an anticipated useful life as an 

educational facility for the instruction of children for at least 50 years, and for which the City 

may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said 

amount to be expended under the direction of the School Building Commission.  To meet this 

appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said sum of 

money, pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, or pursuant to any other enabling authority.  The City 

acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based 
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Order (ID # 2071)  Meeting of March 4, 2013 

Updated: 2/25/2013 4:23 PM by Jennifer Winkler Page 2 

on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the City incurs in excess of any 

grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City, and 

that any grant that the District may receive from the MSBA shall not exceed the lesser of (1) 

eighty percent (80%) of eligible, approved Project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the 

total maximum grant amount determined by the MSBA on account of the Project, and that the 

amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set 

forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the District and the 

MSBA.    

 

 FURTHER ORDERED:  That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the 

appropriate officials of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify 

under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Order, 

and to provide such information and execute such documents as such officials of the 

Commonwealth may require in connection therewith.   
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: March 4, 2013 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – March 4th, 2013 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the March, 4, 2013 Council meeting which would give authorization to 

bond for the Central High Science Lab project. 

 

Background:  the City has been awarded a grant from the Massachusetts School 

Building Authority (MSBA) Science Laboratory Initiative. This innovative, competitive 

grant program represents a unique opportunity for the City to invest in an otherwise-

sound high school by focusing capital spending on prototype designs for science labs. 

The City intends to renovate the existing science labs within Central High School and add 

12 labs in a separate new addition to the school. A new roof and a sprinkler system are 

also included in the project scope.  

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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Attachment: MSBA board action letter Central High  (2071 : Central High Bond Authorization $32,082,901)
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Melvyn Altman 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2070  

Updated: 2/27/2013 9:03 AM by Melvyn Altman Page 1 

Order Authorizing Mayor to Execute Quitclaim Deed for Sale 
of South Side East Hooker St. (04315-0032) to New England 

Farm Workers’ Council, Inc. (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the City of Springfield acquired title to vacant land located in Springfield, 

Massachusetts known as South Side East Hooker Street (Parcel-ID # 04315-0032), formerly 

with building thereon and formerly known as 15 East Hooker Street, through tax lien 

foreclosure proceedings in Land Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Title Custodian determined that said property is not needed for 

general municipal purposes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Office of Procurement solicited request for proposals for the 

purchase and redevelopment of said property pursuant to RFP (Bid) Number SPG-13-060; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor upon the recommendation of the City's RFP Review 

Committee has accepted the proposal submitted by New England Farm Workers' Council, 

Inc. which owns the apartment building at 17 East Hooker Street abutting said property. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in 

the name of and on behalf of the City of Springfield to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed 

to New England Farm Workers' Council, Inc. for the transfer of title to South Side East 

Hooker Street (Parcel-ID # 04315-0032) for consideration of Five Thousand and 00/100 

($5,000.00) in substantially the same form as the draft deed attached hereto. 
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98217 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASSACHUSETTS QUITCLAIM DEED BY CORPORATION (short form) 

 

 

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS that CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

(“Grantor”), a municipal corporation duly established under the laws of the Commonwealth of  

Massachusetts and having its usual place of business at 36 Court Street, Springfield, Hampden 

County, Massachusetts, for consideration paid and in full consideration of FIVE THOUSAND 

AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00), grants to NEW ENGLAND FARM WORKERS’ 

COUNCIL, INC. (“Grantee”), a Connecticut corporation with an address of 11-13 Hampden 

Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01103, with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS, the land in said 

Springfield, described as follows: 

 

Land now known as South Side East Hooker Street (Parcel ID # 04315-0032), formerly with 

building thereon and formerly known as 15 East Hooker Street, and being the parcel described in 

a deed recorded January 31, 2006, in Hampden County Registry of Deeds, Book 15668, Page 

126, and supposed to contain about 3653 square feet more or less; and being the same parcel 

described in an Instrument of Taking dated September 28, 2007, and recorded in Hampden 

County Registry of Deeds, Book 17035, Page 199; and also being the same parcel foreclosed by 

Judgment of the Land Court entered on November 4, 2010, in Case No. 09 TL 138469, and 

recorded in Hampden County Registry of Deeds, Book 18563, Page 300 (hereinafter referred to 

as the “Property”).  

 

The Property is sold pursuant to Chapter 30B of the Massachusetts General Laws “as is” and is 

conveyed subject to the following conditions, restrictions or covenants which are to be taken and 

construed as running with the Property and are to be binding upon said Grantee, its successors, 

assigns, grantees and lessees for a term of thirty years after the date of this deed creating them 

unless released by the City of Springfield: 

 

(1) The Grantee must legally combine the Property with the abutting parcel it owns at 17 East 

Hooker Street, Springfield, Massachusetts within three months from the date of transfer of title; 

(2) The Property may be used solely for open space and/or parking to an immediate adjacent 

parcel; (3) Parking, paving and drainage plans must be submitted for review and approval to the 

City of Springfield Office of Planning & Economic Development and to the City of Springfield 

Department of Public Works prior to any physical changes to the Property; (4) Construction of 

the parking lot must be completed within six months from the date of transfer of title; and (5) All 

excess trash, brush, rubbish and debris shall be removed from the Property by the Grantee within 

one month from the date of transfer of title. 

      

This deed shall also be subject to all easements and restrictions of record, if any, lawfully 

existing in, upon or over said Property or appurtenant thereto. 
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There has been full compliance with the provisions of Chapter 44, Section 63A of the 

Massachusetts General Laws. 

 

The Mayor has received the appropriate affidavit as prescribed in Chapter 60, Section 77B of the 

Massachusetts General Laws. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said CITY OF SPRINGFIELD has caused its 

corporate seal to be hereto affixed and these presents to be signed, acknowledged, and delivered 

in its name and behalf by Domenic J. Sarno, its Mayor, hereto duly authorized, this ____ day of 

___________, 2013, executing this instrument by authority granted by Chapter 40, Section 3 of 

the Massachusetts General Laws and by Order passed by its City Council on __________ , 2013, 

and attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  

 

     CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

 

                      

By___________________________________ 

   Domenic J. Sarno, Mayor 

 

 

 COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

HAMPDEN, ss.                                                                            Springfield, Massachusetts 

 

 

On this ________ day of ____________, 2013, before me, the undersigned Notary 

Public, personally appeared the above-named Domenic J. Sarno, Mayor, proved to me through 

satisfactory evidence of identification, which was personal knowledge, to be the person whose 

name is signed on the preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that he signed it 

voluntarily for its stated purpose, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same as his free 

act and deed, and as the free act and deed of the City of Springfield. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Melvyn W. Altman 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: December 16, 2016 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Chris Kulig 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2079  

Updated: 2/27/2013 9:20 AM by Chris Kulig Page 1 

Fire EMPG Grant - 87,500 - No Match (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department (“Department”) has been awarded a grant from the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (“MEMA”) in the amount of $87,500.00; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the grant is intended to support the City’s efforts in providing emergency 
shelter to Springfield residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to pay for shelter trailers, 
blankets, cots, emergency lighting, and other shelter supplies; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from the 
City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of such 
grants; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of 
all pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 
resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 
expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure of 
the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 
impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 
with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, Sec. 53A, 

that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant funds listed 
below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and the grant funds 
received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate account and may be 
expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 
MEMA Emergency Management Performance Grant -  $87,500.00 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Tracye Whitfield 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2075  

Updated: 2/26/2013 4:14 PM by Pat Burns Page 1 

State Aid for Public Libraries - No Match Required 
$102,541.68 (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, the Department of Springfield City Libraries has been awarded FY13 State Aid 

to Public Libraries program in the amount of $102,541.68 From the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners; and 

 WHEREAS,    The State Aid to the Public Libraries is an integral part of the Board of 

Library Commissioners responsibility to support, develop, coordinate, improve and promote 

library services throughout the Commonwealth. The Board also strives to provide every 

resident of the Commonwealth with full and equal access to the library information 

resources regardless of geographic locations, social or economic status, age, level of 

physical or intellectual ability or cultural background 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to provide funding for 

Sunday Overtime; Substitute Pool; Printing; Library Materials etc; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's 

financial resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the 

proposed expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the 

expenditure of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without 

a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, 

in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of 

Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES - $102,541.68 
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February 13, 2013 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners 

98 North Washington Street • Suite 401 • Boston, Massachusetts 02114-1933 
(800) 952-7403 in state • (617) 725-1860 • (617) 725-0140 fax 

Mr. Stephen Cary, Trustee Chair 
87 Pinewood Ave. 
Springfield, MA 01102 

re: Springfield City Library 

Dear Mr. Cary: 

On February 7,2013, the Board of Library Commissioners granted a waiver of the FY2013 MAR and certified 
the City of Springfield to participate in the FY2013 State Aid to Public Libraries Program. In doing so, the 
Board reviewed the library's FY2012 compliance with Minimum Standards for Free Public Library Service and 
the municipality's FY2013 compliance with the Municipal Appropriation Requirement. 

For FY2013, there will be two State Aid to Public Libraries award payments. Each payment will represent 
approximately half of the total annual award, depending on budget conditions. 

In the next few weeks, the State Treasurer's office will issue the first State Aid to Public Libraries award 
payment to the City of Springfield in the following amounts as an electronic transfer: 

FY2013 Library Incentive Grant (LIG) 
FY2013 Municipal Equalization Grant (MEG) 
FY2013 Nonresident Circulation Offset (NRC) 

Total 

$ 36,414.26 
$ 62,732.74 
$ 3,394.68 

$102,541.68 

The second payment will be sent to the City of Springfield by the last quarter of FY2013. 

Multiple payments are necessary due to the state's incremental allotment of State Aid to Public Library funds 
for distribution to cities and towns throughout the year. 

State Aid to Public library may not be used toward meeting the Municipal Appropriation Requirement, as 
stated in Chapter 139, Acts of 2012 of the Massachusetts Legislature. 

Sincerely, 

Robert C. Maier 
Director 

Enclosures: Ch. 139, Acts of 2012, FY2013 State Aid to Public Libraries Fact Sheet 
cc: Ms. Lee Fogarty, Director 

Springfield City Library, Springfield 
Treasurer, the City of Springfield 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Tracye Whitfield 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2076  

Updated: 2/26/2013 4:16 PM by Pat Burns Page 1 

Library of Trust Income - No Match Required - $30,332.10 
(Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, the Library Department has been awarded Library Trust Income of $30,338.30 

From the Springfield Library Foundation; and 

 WHEREAS,    the income represents the second quarter payment to the Library of 

trust income for FY2013; 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to purchase library 

materials; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 
such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's 

financial resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the 

proposed expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the 

expenditure of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without 

a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, 

in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of 

Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

Library Trust Income $30,338.30 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Cheryn Wojcik 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2065  

Updated: 2/13/2013 2:15 PM by Cheryn Wojcik Page 1 

FY13 Shannon Grant (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, the Police Department (“Department”) has been awarded a Shannon 

Grant” of $714,800.00 from the U.S. Department of Justice; and 

  

WHEREAS, to identify and work directly with gang members and youth at risk of 

becoming involved with gang activity to promote prevention, intervention, and suppression 

which will reduce gang related crime and youth violence; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to pay for police 

overtime, employee benefits, program supplies, salary expenses associated with a 

coordinator, and vendor contracts; and 

  

WHEREAS, the total cost of the programming associated with the Shannon Grant is 

$806,250.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the grant will pay for $714,800.00, the Police Department and the 

grant’s community partners will commit an in-kind and/or cash match of $178,700.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds and  the required City matching contribution described herein,  subject to 

the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the 

existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

secl 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

FY13 Shannon Grant $714,800.00 
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                           Initiator: Tracye Whitfield 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2077 A 

Updated: 2/27/2013 12:41 PM by Tracye Whitfield A Page 1 

Snow & Ice Deficit Spending Authority (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, sec. 31D allows the city to spend funds for removal of 

snow and ice in excess of appropriations in any fiscal year upon the approval of the Mayor and 

City Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City anticipates exhausting its appropriations for snow and ice removal for 

fiscal year 2013; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor has requested that the City Council approve spending funds in excess of 

appropriations for fiscal year 2013 for the removal of snow and ice in the interest of public 

safety, and such order is on the City Council agenda for Monday, March 4, 2013;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, sec. 31D,  that 

the City Council approves the request to incur liability and make expenditures in excess of 

available appropriations for snow and ice removal in fiscal year 2013.  If the anticipated deficit is 

not addressed using existing funds in the current fiscal year then all expenditures made under the 

authority of this section shall be certified to the board of assessors and included in the next 

annual tax rate. 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: March 4, 2013 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – Snow and Ice Deficit Spending 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the March 4, 2013 Council meeting which allows DPW to deficit spend 

the snow and ice in the event of another big snow storm. 

 

Background:  In order for the Department of Public Works to maintain a high standard 

of service to the City of Springfield, it is requested that the City Council vote to approve 

adoption of the provisions contained in M.G.L. Ch. 44, Sec. 31D.   This Statute allows 

the Department of Public Works (DPW) to incur a liability and make expenditures in 

excess of the appropriation associated with snow and ice removal. 

 

Chapter 44, Section 31D is a Massachusetts General Law provision allowing Cities and 

Towns in the Commonwealth to deficit spend their snow and ice appropriation upon a 

favorable vote by the Mayor and City Council.  Expenditures made under the authority of 

this section shall be certified to the Board of Assessors.  This vote will guarantee 

uninterrupted service in the event of another snowstorm that requires plowing and / or 

spreading of salt.  

 

Currently, there is $269,048.15 remaining in DPW’s snow and ice budget.  However, the 

last snow storm on February 8
th

, 2013 cost the City approximately $553,140.84 in snow 

removal, salt spreading, hired equipment, hired crew and other snow related expenses. 

This clean-up effort continued through February 15, 2013 to ensure safety for all 

Springfield Residents.   

 

 

Listed below is the detail cost of all the snow storms to date: 
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CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

 

SNOW REMOVAL COST FOR FY13

DATE COST

11/7/2012 21,048.78$         

12/25/2012 15,635.08$         

12/26/2012 127,092.63$       

12/29/2012 185,571.38$       

1/16/2013 126,503.07$       

1/21/2013 24,407.68$         

1/28/2013 30,911.57$         

2/3/2013 8,839.94$           

2/8/2013 417,675.34$       

2/15/2013 135,465.50$       
TOTAL 1,093,150.97$        

Total Budgeted: $1,591,250.00

Total Spent: ($1,093,150.97)

Total Encumbered: ($229,050.88)

Total Available: $269,048.15
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Council 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Council Request 
  Prepared By: Susan Kacoyannakis 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Michael A. Fenton 

 Sponsors: Ward 2 Councilor Fenton, Ward 7 Councilor Allen 

 RESOLUTION (ID # 2081) DOC ID: 2081  

Updated: 2/27/2013 11:04 AM by Susan Kacoyannakis Page 1 

Gun Court 

C I T Y  O F  S P R I N G F I E L D 

In the City Council March 4, 2013 

 

WHEREAS,  gun violence is a significant problem in our city, state, and the nation, and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Hampden County court system is one of the busiest in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts which has led to instances in which 

violent gun offenders fall behind in the cue, and 

 

WHEREAS,  when this happens gun cases can take many months to be resolved leading 

to a delay in the time it takes to bring gun offenders to trial, and 

   

WHEREAS,  there have been instances in which individuals with pending violent gun 

charges against them have been on the street committing more gun 

violence, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Springfield City Council entertained a resolution sponsored by 

Councilors Allen and Fenton on April 2, 2012 that endorsed the creation 

of a Gun Court in Hampden County to expedite the prosecution of gun 

crimes, and  

 

WHEREAS, a Gun Court would be more effective in prosecuting gun crimes because it 

would have designated attorneys, judges, and court staff assigned to said 

court who would be intimately familiar with gun charges and how to get 

offenders of the streets quickly, and 

 

WHEREAS, Councilors Timothy C. Allen and Michael A. Fenton met with District 

Attorney Mark Mastroianni to urge the creation of a Gun Court, and  

 

WHEREAS,  the District Attorney embraced the idea and investigated the proposal by 

looking at examples of similar courts in other jurisdictions, and 

 

WHEREAS, the District Attorney coordinated with attorneys, judges, clerks, and other 

law enforcement personnel to ascertain the feasibility of a Gun Court, and 

 

WHEREAS,  the District Attorney endorsed the proposal for a Gun Court after 

conducting his due diligence and on Wednesday, February 27, 2013 he 

announced the creation of an innovative Gun Court for Hampden County. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield City Council hereby endorses the 
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Resolution (ID # 2081)  Meeting of March 4, 2013 

Updated: 2/27/2013 11:04 AM by Susan Kacoyannakis Page 2 

new Hampden County Gun Court as a tremendous development that will 

discourage gun violence and shiftily bringing justice to those who commit 

gun crimes.  Be it further resolved that the Springfield City Council 

commends the Hampden County District Attorney for his faithful efforts 

in this regard to assist the City of Springfield. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Chris Kulig 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2080  

Updated: 2/27/2013 9:33 AM by Chris Kulig Page 1 

Collective Bargaining Agreement Ratification (Mayor Sarno) 

See attached.   
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: January 9, 2013 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – March 4, 2013 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the March 4, 2013 City Council meeting regarding the Collective 

Bargaining Agreement for the Springfield Building Department Inspectors.   

 

Background:  After multiple bargaining sessions, the National Association of 

Government Employees (NAGE) – Springfield Building Department Inspectors 

Association bargaining unit has ratified a new collective bargaining agreement for the 

time period July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2014 with the City of Springfield.  The parties agreed 

on a 0.0% wage increase in FY13 (7/1/12 – 6/30/13) and a 2.0% wage increase in FY14 

(7/1/13 – 6/30/14).  The wage increase for FY14 is estimated to cost $14,006 and is 

included in the FY14 requested budget.   

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures 

and obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/04/13 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Law 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Anthony I. Wilson 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Anthony I. Wilson 

 Sponsors: Fenton, Edwards, Twiggs, Allen 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 2082) DOC ID: 2082  

Updated: 2/27/2013 12:05 PM by Anthony I. Wilson Page 1 

Vacant or Foreclosing Residential Properties 

AN ORDINANCE (A LOCAL LAW) TO AMEND the Code of the City of Springfield, Chapter 

7.50 of Title 7 thereof, entitled REGULATING THE MAINTENANCE OF VACANT AND/OR 

FORECLOSING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND FORECLOSURES OF OWNER OCCUPIED 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES. 

 

Be it ordained (enacted) by the Council of the City of Springfield, as follows: 

 
Proposed amendments to Title 7, Chapter 7.50 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield: 

Section 1: 

7.50.020 Subsection G. 2  add to the end of the sentence the words;  “in instances where property is 

owned by an individual or individuals OR where an affidavit has been recorded in the Hampden County 

Registry of Deeds in conformity with M.G.L. c.244, section 14.”   

Subsection G. 3.  delete “mortgage authorizes” from the first sentence and insert the words “has made” 

after the word mortgagee and before the word entry; add to the end of the sentence the words;  “in 

instances where property is owned by an individual or individuals OR where an affidavit has been 

recorded in the Hampden County Registry of Deeds in conformity with M.G.L. c.244, section 14.”   

7.50.030, subsection 11, second full sentence, delete the words “and other such buildings that are not in 

compliance with this Section”.   

Section 2: 

ADD Section 7.50.110  EXEMPTIONS 

A.  Any owner or foreclosing entity who satisfies the conditions set out in Paragraphs B and C of 

this section shall be exempt from the following sections of this Ordinance:  7.50:  7.050.20 B, 

7.050.030A 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 inclusive and 7.050.070. 

   

B. Within 21 days of the initiation of a foreclosure process as defined herein, OR within 21 days of a 

property becoming vacant, whichever first occurs, the owner or foreclosing entity completes a 

Vacant and/or Foreclosing Registration form and pays a $100.00 administrative fee to the City of 

Springfield.  In accordance with the form, the following information will be provided: 

1. The identity of a local agent for service of process;  Local shall mean within twenty (20) 

miles of City Hall, Springfield, MA.   

2. If the subject property is vacant the identity of a local property manager who shall be 
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Ordinance (ID # 2082)  Meeting of March 4, 2013 

Updated: 2/27/2013 12:05 PM by Anthony I. Wilson Page 2 

responsible for: 

a. Basic maintenance at the subject property; 

b. Boarding and securing the property as necessary; 

c. Snow and ice removal 

d. Maintenance of land 

e. Posting the property with management contact information.   

Local shall mean within twenty (20) miles of City Hall, Springfield, MA 

C. Advise the City when and if the subject property is sold or transferred or abandoned.  If the 

subject property is abandoned the Owner shall discharge any mortgage recorded at the Hampden 

County Registry of Deeds or registered in the Land Court. 

 

Section 3. Effective date. 

 

This ordinance (local law) shall become effective _________, 2013. 
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