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I. Call to Order 

3:30 PM Meeting called to order on March 8, 2018 at Ante Room, City Hall, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

City Clerk  Present  

II. Hearings 

The following members of the committee were present: Anthony Wilson, City Councilor 

Melvin Edwards and Officer Keith Flemming. 

 

1. Sage Hearing 

Gary Crowley, the Complainant, stated that in one instance as he approached the dog to 

deliver the mail, Sage charged him.  He stopped moving when the dog approached and had 

to remain still for an hour and ten minutes.  He was only able to leave because the owner's 

friend came to get Sage. 

 

The second incident occurred after the property owner installed a mail box.  He placed the 

mail in the mailbox.  He began to deliver mail to the other houses.  When he was two 

houses away, Sage chased him down.  He stated that he stood still as a statue for several 

minutes until the dog retreated.  He stated that Ms. Pellegrino made no attempt to retrieve 

Sage. 

 

He stated that he was told by a neighbor of the Pellegrino's that the dog charged them in 

their own yard. He stated that he heard of another incident where the dog charged another 

neighbor. 

 

Attorney Raipher Pellegrino, representing the dog owner, spoke in favor of Sage.  He stated 

that there has never been a incident where the dog has bitten anyone.  He stated that there 

is testimony that their have been incidents when the dog has been loose.  He stated that 

none of the neighbors have come to the owner to state that the dog has threatened them.  

He stated that Sage has not resided at Derby Dingle in 2018 and there are no plans to have 

the dog return. 
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Mr. Crowley stated that he was concerned that the dog would return in the near future with 

the same behavior.   

 

Peter Stanz, Attorney for Mr. Crowley, stated that the board did have jurisdiction. 

 

Attorney Pellegrino stated that Mr. Crowley stated that Mr. Crowley told the property owner 

that the dog did not touch him.  He also stated that Mr. Crowley was improperly soliciting 

testimony from neighbors. 

 

Officer Flemming asked if their were police reports.  Mr. Crowley stated there were no police 

reports. 

 

Pam Peebles, Director of Animal Control, did not make a statement. 

 

In response to questions from the board, Attorney Pellegrino stated that the dog has 

escaped from the property on several occasions but that Sage was not dangerous. 

 

Councilor Edwards confirmed that there were at least seven reports by animal control about 

Sage. 

 

The board closed public testimony. 

 

Anthony Wilson made a motion to convert the request from dangerous to a nuisance.  The 

board voted unanimously to convert the request from dangerous to nuisance. 

 

The board voted unanimously to deem Sage as a nuisance. 

 

The board voted unanimously to impose the following conditions on the animal:    

1. That Animal Control be notified whenever the dog enters the city limits of the City of 

Springfield. 

2. That the dog be confined to the interior of the home unless escorted by an adult. 
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3. That whenever the dog is removed from the premises of the owner, the dog shall be 

securely and humanely muzzled and restrained with a leash having a minimum tensile 

strength of 300 pounds and not exceeding three feet in length; 

4. That the animal shall be surgically sterilized and microchipped with the microchip 

registered to the City, with all costs associated with these services to be borne by the 

owner; 

5. The Owner must obtain and maintain animal liability insurance for Sage in an amount 

of at least $100,000.00 for the benefit of public safety and the owner must file a copy 

of the insurance policy with the City Clerk Office.   

1. Request for a Dog Hearing of a Dog Named Sage Residing 76 Derby Dingle 

Animal control activities for 76 Derby Dingle, 01107 

 

11/23/17-Received an emailed request for a hearing regarding Sage, a Pit Bull type dog 

that resides at 76 Derby Dingle, 01107. This request came from a USPS carrier Gary 

Crowley of 50 Cooley Avenue in East Longmeadow, MA, 01028.  He has had two incidents of 

a concerning nature with the dog.  Dates of the incidents are 10/25/17 and 11/22/17.  MAIL 

IS CURRENTLY SUSPENDED TO THIS PORTION OF DERBY DINGLE DUE TO RISK OF INJURY 

TO POSTAL CARRIER. 

12/1/17-As of the time of this report, there is no record of rabies vaccination or dog license 

for this dog. 

 

 

11/29/17-ACO Perry responded to 76 Derby Dingle to talk with neighbor at 66 Derby Dingle 

who has had problems with Sage.  She went to this address after Johanna from USPS 

notified TJO of concerns that this resident has. 

11/24/17-ACO Sanborn issued citations for unvaccinated dog, unlicensed dog, s/n violation 

and leash law. Total $350.00. 

10/31/17-ACO Sanborn responded to a report of a frequently loose Pit Bull type dog from 

76 Derby Dingle.  Nobody was home so a notice was left at the residence.  

6/16/15-ACO Robichaud responded to 58 Derby Dingle for a report that a loose, agfgressive 

white Pit Bull type dog charged at the resident and would not leave the property.  Upon 

arrival, owner was there.  ACO issued warning and advised of law. 

3/11/15-ACO Terkelsen responded to a report of a losse, aggressive Pit Bull.  On arrival, 

Springfield Police Officers who had also responded had returned the dog, Sage, to owners at 

76 Derby Dingle. 

11/15/14-ACO Terkelsen responded to a complaint of a frequently loose, aggressive Pit Bull 

type dog.  She made contact with the owner, Madison Pellegrino, who stated dog is off leash 

for walks.  She stated she was only visiting.  Owner was advised of the leash law and 

warned she will receive citations going forward should Sage be loose again. 

11/8/14- ACO Robichaud responded to a call at 58 Derby Dingle about an aggressive Pit Bu 

2. Email from Raipher Pellegrino 

2. Order (ID # 4435) 

Determine that “Taz” Residing at 240 College Street with Owner Krystal Collymore is a 

Dangerous Dog 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A neighbor stated that the dog is regularly running loose in the neighborhood.  She stated 

that there are no warnings on the property about the dog and that she has been chased by 

the dog on several occasions. 

 

Joanna, Manager at the Post Office, stated that several of her mail carriers have been 

chased by "Taz". 

 

John Maloney, a mail carrier for the United Postal Service, stated that he had bitten on his 

hand by Taz.  The bite occurred across the street from Taz's residence.  He stated that the 

rushed him from across the street. He stated that neighbor's told him that this was not the 

first incident with Taz. 

 

The owner of the home across the street from Taz's residence stated that her tenants have 

complained to her on several occasions about Taz's aggressive behavior.  

 

The owner, Crystal Collymoore, stated that there had been issues with Taz getting out when 

Taz was younger.  She stated that she had since secured her door with a deadbolt. She 

stated that she owned the dog for 8 years without a problem. 

 

Hannah stated that the post office has had to stop mail to this street because of Taz. 

 

Ms. Collymoore, the owner, admitted that Taz has bitten her upstairs neighbor. 

 

Pam Peebles from Animal Control stated that they have tried to work with Ms. Collymoore 

about Taz but none of their measures has been effective. 

 

The board voted unanimously to deem the dog dangerous. 

 

The Committee voted unanimously to impose the following conditions on the animal:  
  

1. To surrender Taz to Animal Control immediately; 

 

2. Whenever the dog is removed from the premises of the Owner, the dogs shall be securely 

and humanely muzzled and restrained with a chain or other tethering device having a 

minimum tensile strength of three hundred pounds and not exceeding three feet in length; 

 

3. That the dog shall be surgically sterilized and microchipped with the microchip registered 

to the City, with all costs associated with these services to be borne by the Owner; 

 

4. That the Owner construct, within two weeks from the date of the decision, a Secure 

Enclosure to house the dog when it is in the Owner's yard. The effectiveness of the 

Secure Enclosure shall be subject to periodic inspections by an Animal Control Officer, 
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as deemed necessary. The fee for said inspection shall be $75. If the Owner is found 

violating the Secure Enclosure requirements, immediate public impoundment of the dog 

shall be done by the Animal Control Center during the time the violation continues to 

exist, and the Owner shall bear all cost(s) for such public impoundment. The fine for such 

violation shall be $200 per day; 

 

5. that ownership of the dogs may not be transferred unless the transfer of ownership is to 

an adult residing within the same residence and said dog shall remain housed solely at 

that residence; 

 

6. The Owner must obtain and maintain animal liability insurance for Taz in an amount of 

at least $100,000.00 per dog for the benefit of public safety and the owner must file a 

copy of the insurance policy with the City Clerk Office.   

ATTACHMENTS: 

 240 College Street history (DOCX) 

 DOC001 (PDF) 
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Animal Control       Meeting: 03/08/18 03:30 PM 
                           Initiator: Anthony I. Wilson 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors:  

 DOC ID: 4435  

Updated: 2/15/2018 2:04 PM by Anthony I. Wilson  Page 1 

Determine that “Taz” Residing at 240 College Street with 
Owner Krystal Collymore is a Dangerous Dog () 

2.2

Packet Pg. 16



240 College Street history 

January 2016-Krystal Collymore reported her dog Taz as missing; later called to report him he had been 

found.  

July 2017-Compliant of a loose brown and white pit bull dog loose on College Street, ACO unable to 

locate but believed to be Taz.  

November 2017- Compliant of a loose brown and white pit bull dog loose on College Street, ACO unable 

to locate but believed to be Taz. 

November and December 2017-Multiple calls from Joanna at USPS concerned about the safety of her 

mail carriers due to Taz often being loose. Due to limited history, Pam Peebles advised Joanna to contact 

TJO whenever Taz was seen loose or request a dog hearing. Peebles also verified with Springfield Police 

that they have not been receiving complaints of Taz frequently loose. Notes on conversation attached. 

November 2017-Two ACO-dispatched calls to College Street to see if Taz loose, unfounded.  

November 2017-Owner Collymore contacted TJO to inform ACO Perry she had vaccinated and licensed 

Taz as instructed. License attached.  

February 2018-Taz bit the upstairs tenant of 240 College Street while retrieving her mail, resulting in a 

very minor laceration to her hand. ACO Mateo found Taz inside his home on arrival; Taz was outside of 

his owners’ apartment but not off the property when the incident occurred. Bite report attached. Owner 

Collymore was given two opportunities to bring Taz to TJO for behavioral evaluation and possible 

surrender but she did not show up. Further calls from Joanna at USPS and a concerned neighbor to 

Peebles resulted in no additional documentation of Taz getting loose; notes on conversation attached.  
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