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Tuesday, April 3, 2018 4:30 PM Springfield City Hall -- Council Chambers

Call to Order

4:30 PM Meeting called to order on April 3, 2018 at Springfield City Hall -- Council
Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA.

Orders

1. Order (ID # 4499)

South Church Sanctuary Mission
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City Council Meeting: 04/03/18 04:30 PM
Initiator: Anthony I. Wilson

SCHEDULEDSponsors: Gomez, Lederman, Hurst, Fenton, Ramos, Allen, Ryan
DOC ID: 4499

South Church Sanctuary Mission (Ward 1 Councilor Gomez,
Councilor Lederman, At Large Councilor Hurst, Ward 2
Councilor Fenton, President- Ward 8 Councilor Ramos, Ward

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

7 Councilor Allen, Ryan)

Part |, Article Il of the Declaration of Rights of the Massachusetts
Constitution states: It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society,
publicly, and at stated seasons to worship the Supreme Being, the great
Creator and Preserver of the universe. And no subject shall be hurt,
molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate for worshipping
God in the manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own
conscience; or for his religious profession or sentiments; and

Amendment Article XVIII to the Massachusetts Constitution states: No law
shall be passed prohibiting the free exercise of religion; and

the history of this Commonwealth and this Nation have been enriched,
bettered and ennobled by the social justice missionary work of various
religious congregations; and

the South Congregational Church UCC (“South Church”) is a long
standing and well-recognized member of our Springfield faith community;
and

South Church has a religious mission of working towards and fostering
social justice, and as an essential part of that religious mission is providing
sanctuary to a wife and a mother subject to a deportation; and

South Church is joined in this sanctuary mission by the Springfield
Interfaith Coalition, which includes the following: Blessed Sacrament/All
Souls Church; Holy Name Church; Holy Cross Church; Unitarian
Universalist Society of Greater Springfield, Inc. and the Sisters of Saint
Joseph,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORERED that no member of the City of Springfield,
including all employees or agents shall take any step, measure or act to interfere with,
restrain, intimidate or prevent South Church and the Springfield Interfaith Coalition in its
mission of providing sanctuary to Gisella Collazo or any other individual. No public
dollars shall be allocated for the purpose of interfering with the religious freedoms of
South Church in accordance to our Constitution.
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