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 Call to Order 

3:30 PM Meeting called to order on July 18, 2018 at Ante Room, City Hall, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

City Clerk  Present  

Officer Keith Fleming  Present  

City Councilor Melvin Edwards  Present  

Veronica Johns  Present  

Kim George  Present  

 Report from Animal Control on Chapter 110 and Puppy Palace 

Pamela Peebles, Director of Animal Control, stated that she was not prepared to give a 

report because she has not had an opportunity to speak with the City Solicitor.  Ms. Peebles 

stated that she needed clearification from the Solicitor about what types of facilities qualify 

as kennels under the animal control ordinance.  Depending on the answer, she may be 

asking the Committee to review possible amendments to the ordinance. 

 

The committee members agreed to schedule a meeting in September to review this issue 

and ask the Solicitor to send a representative. 

 Hearings 

1. Dangerousness Hearing for Two Dogs at 175 Glen Oak Drive 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

The dog owner and the complainants did not appear.  The City Clerk informed the 

committee that he received a phone call from Mr. Boussy, one of the complainants, stating 

that they would not attend this meeting nor any future meetings. 

 

The committee unanimously voted to dismiss the complaint. 

2. Dangerous Dog Hearing on Dogs at 1127 Berkshire Avenue, in Particular a Dog 

Named “Chase.” 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

The hearing was opened. 

 

The following individuals swore to give true and accurate testimony to the committee: 
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Rebecca Schunk 1127 Berkshire Ave 

Gary Pinson  1127 Berkshire Ave 

Jasmine Pinson 1127 Berkshire Ave 

Jay May  1127 Berkshire Ave 

Hannah Orenstein Animal Control 

Pamela Peebles Animal Control 

 

 

Hannah Orenstein, from Animal Control, gave the following testimony: 

 

 On January 14, 2018 Animal Control received a  report that an individual was on his 

way to work  when he was bitten by "Chase".  When Animal  Control arrived that noticed 

chase and several other  dogs from 1127 Berkshire Avenue were loose and 

 roaming free.  

 

 Chase was placed into a 10-day quarantine and  subsequently returned to the 

owners. 

 

 On June 2, 2018, Animal control received a video via  email from a neighbor who 

wished to remain  anonymous.  The video depicts the dogs from 1127  Berkshire 

Avenue charging the neighbor on his  property. 

 

Ms. Orenstein showed the video to the committee from her cellular telephone and showed it 

to the dog owner.   

 

Rebecca Schunk, the dog owner, gave the following testimony: 

 

 They put a brand new gate on the fence with a  padlock since these events. 

 

 They added an extension to their fence to make it  higher. 

 

 They also added rocks along the fence so that the  dogs could not dig under 

the fence. 

 

 Ms. Schunk stated that she did not see the alleged  dog bite but she agreed that 

the dogs were loose. 

 

Gary Pinson, the dog's owner, passed around pictures of the fence. 

 

Gary Pinson stated that the gate now closes by itself. 
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I response to questions from the Committee, Mrs. Schunk stated that the stockade fence is 

6 foot.  She also stated that the dogs no longer go out unattended. 

 

In response to questions from the Committee, Mrs. Orenstein stated that animal control has 

not inspected the fence. 

 

The board designated the dog as dangerous by the following vote: 

 

Edwards Y 

Fleming Y 

Johns  Y 

Wilson  Y 

George  Y 

 

1. That the dog be humanely restrained;  

2. That the dog be confined to the premises of the owner of the dog; provided, however, that 

"confined" shall mean securely confined indoors or confined outdoors in a securely enclosed and 

locked pen or dog run area upon the premises of the owner; provided however, that such 

confinement shall comply with § 110-8 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield;  

3. That whenever the dog is removed from the premises of the owner, the dog shall be 

securely and humanely muzzled and restrained with a leash having a minimum tensile strength of 

300 pounds and not exceeding three feet in length;  

4. That the animal shall be surgically sterilized and microchipped with the microchip 

registered to the City, with all costs associated with these services to be borne by the owner;  

5. That the owner construct, within two weeks from the date of decision, a secure enclosure 

to house the dog when it is in the owner's yard. The Advisory and Hearing Committee may order 

that, during the construction period, the dog be publicly impounded at an animal shelter or a 

private veterinary hospital until the secure enclosure is constructed. The effectiveness of the 

secure enclosure shall be subject to approval and periodic inspections by an Animal Control 

Officer, as deemed necessary. The fee for said inspection shall be $75. If the owner is found 

violating the secure enclosure requirements, immediate public impoundment of the dog shall be 

done by the animal control center during the time the violation continues to exist, and the owner 

shall bear all cost(s) for such public impoundment. The fine for such violation shall be $200 per 

day;  

6. That ownership of the dog may not be transferred unless the transfer of ownership is to an 

adult residing within the same residence and said dog shall remain housed solely at that 

residence;  

7. That the owner obtain a one-hundred thousand dollar ($100,000) insurance policy on the 

dog with the city named as an additional insured. 

3. Dangerous Dog Hearing for Dog at 100 Leyfred Terrace 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

The hearing was opened. 

 

The following individuals swore to give true and accurate testimony to the committee: 

 

Huy Vuong  46 Johns St 

Xavier Nguyen  15 Glendale Tr Vietnamese Translator for Mr. Vuong 

Maria Coakley  100 Leyfred Ter  

Atty Dennis Power for Ms. Coakley 

Hannah Orenstein Animal Control 

Pamela Peebles Animal Control 

 

 

Xavier Nguyen translator for  Mr Vuong, gave the following testimony: 

 

 April 9 was when the first incident happen when he went to collect the rent and that 

he did report it, because ms. Coakely ask him not to and that she would take care of it and 

he only had a little skin tear and that he went to the doctor where they gave him a shot. 

 

  

 

Atty Powers ask what date was the second incident. 

 

Mr Nguyen translating for Mr Vuong on the 30th of May is when the second incident happen 

when he went to mow the lawn  

the two dogs attack him and bit him on the lip, arm and head, he was then taken to the 

Baystate hospital by ambulance and he stay over for 24 hours for administer of the stitches 

and shot he received. 

 

Atty Powers ask did you lose any time from work 

 

Mr Nguyen yes four (4) days 

 

Ms Coakkley the owner of the dogs said her grandson open the door assuming it was the 

kids, Ms. Coakley went on to say that she is sorry and that the second incident she had let 

her dogs out to stretch and use the bathroom in the backyard, they have chain and she 

didn't put it on the dogs and they have gate and some how the gate was open. they are not 

vicious dog, I try to stop it everything happen so fast. Taz already gone, I only have Nala 

for my grandson. 
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board vote to for each dog  vicious 

  TAZ  NALA 

Edwards Y  Y 

Fleming Y  Y 

Johns  N  N 

Wilson  Y  Y 

George  N  N    

  

 

 

The board designated the dog as dangerous by the following vote: 

 

Edwards Y 

Fleming Y 

Johns  N 

Wilson  Y 

George  N 

  

1. That the dog be humanely restrained;  

2. That the dog be confined to the premises of the owner of the dog; provided, however, that 

"confined" shall mean securely confined indoors or confined outdoors in a securely enclosed and 

locked pen or dog run area upon the premises of the owner; provided however, that such 

confinement shall comply with § 110-8 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield;  

3. That whenever the dog is removed from the premises of the owner, the dog shall be 

securely and humanely muzzled and restrained with a leash having a minimum tensile strength of 

300 pounds and not exceeding three feet in length;  

4. That the animal shall be surgically sterilized and microchipped with the microchip 

registered to the City, with all costs associated with these services to be borne by the owner;  

5. That the owner construct, within two weeks from the date of decision, a secure enclosure 

to house the dog when it is in the owner's yard. The Advisory and Hearing Committee may order 

that, during the construction period, the dog be publicly impounded at an animal shelter or a 

private veterinary hospital until the secure enclosure is constructed. The effectiveness of the 

secure enclosure shall be subject to approval and periodic inspections by an Animal Control 

Officer, as deemed necessary. The fee for said inspection shall be $75. If the owner is found 

violating the secure enclosure requirements, immediate public impoundment of the dog shall be 

done by the animal control center during the time the violation continues to exist, and the owner 

shall bear all cost(s) for such public impoundment. The fine for such violation shall be $200 per 

day;  



Regular Minutes July 18, 2018 

Animal Control Page 6 Printed 8/31/2018 

6. That ownership of the dog may not be transferred unless the transfer of ownership is to an 

adult residing within the same residence and said dog shall remain housed solely at that 

residence;  

7. That the owner obtain a one-hundred thousand dollar ($100,000) insurance policy on the 

dog with the city named as an additional insured. 
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