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I. Call to Order 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on May 27, 2014 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 
Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Zaida Luna Ward 1 Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Absent  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

Kateri B. Walsh Vice President - At-Large Councilor Present  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos Ward 8 Councilor Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Present  

Clodo Concepcion Ward 5 Councilor Absent  

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Late 7:02 PM 

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President - Ward 2 Councilor Present  

II. Special Permit Petitions 

1. Petition (ID # 2608) 

For a Special Permit to Operate a Lodging House at the Property Known as 60 Cass Street 
(02480-0015), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Use 

Table 4-4, Section 6.3(2). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Bilingual Veterans Outreach 

Centers of Massachusetts, Inc.  

By: Timothy J. Ryan, Esq.  

Petitioner: Bilingual Veterans Outreach 

Centers of Massachusetts, Inc.  

By: Timothy J. Ryan, Esq. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hearing held at which Attorney Timothy Ryan and Gumersindo Gomez, Executive 

Director of the Bilingual Veterans Outreach Centers of Massachusetts, Inc. appeared and 

spoke in favor stating that the Petitioner is requesting a special permits to operate a 20 unit 

lodging house with single-occupancy for veteran's residence with educational support 

service.  The project will include a case manager 5 days a week and a house manager 7 

days a week with video cameras for monitoring activities at the project.  Councilors Rooke, 

Walsh, Williams, Shea, Ramos and Luna all praised the work Mr. Gomez has done for all 



Hearings Meeting Minutes May 27, 2014 

City of Springfield Page 2 Printed 5/30/2014 

veterans in the greater Springfield area and said it's fitting that this matter came up during 

the Memorial Day weekend when the whole country is honoring veterans and no one 

appeared in opposition and the hearing was closed. The special permit with conditions was 

granted by the following roll call vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Cass_St_60_Tax_Formal_2014 (PDF) 

 Cass_St_60_May_2014 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Zaida Luna, Ward 1 Councilor 

SECONDER: Timothy J. Rooke, At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Shea, Walsh, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Rooke, Hurst, 
Ashe, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Clodo Concepcion 

III. Zoning Ordinances 

1. Zoning Ordinance 2014-7 

To Change the Zoning of the Property Known as 198  Belmont Avenue (01235-0040) from 

Residence C to Office A. 

PETITIONER: Smails, LLC 

  

ADDRESS: 198 Belmont Avenue  

  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Res C to Off A  

  
 
HISTORY: 

05/19/14 City Council RECEIVED 1ST STEP  

 Next: 05/27/14 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

 Read for the 1
st
 time on May 19, 2014 and the Council received the Report and 

Passed 1
st
 step by a unanimous voice vote absent and referred to the Committee on 

Enrollment. 

 

 The Committee on Enrollment met on May 27, 2014 and found the Ordinance to be 

properly enrolled and referred the  Ordinance to the full Council for hearing and to be 

ordained. 

Hearing held in which Petitioner Smails, LLC represented by attorneys Cornelius 

Phillips and Stephen Phillips appeared on behalf of the Petitioner and spoke in 

favor of the request to re-zone 198 Belmont Avenue from Residence B to Office A  to  

create a law office and possible police sub-station in the Forest Park neighborhood 

and provided a letter of support from the Forest Park Civic Association.  Councilor 

Walsh said she attended the meeting of the Forest Park Civic Association and the 

area is in the need of help as a distressed area and Councilors Shea, Edwards, 

Rooke, Ashe and Williams all expressed support  for the zone change stating that it 
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would be an improvement for the area of Forest Park, stabilizing the area and 

might help investments in the area.  Phil Dromey, Deputy Director of Planning and 

Economic Development spoke said he wanted to clarify that the Planning Board 

voted in favor of the zone change but the Planning staff was not recommending 

approval but it's the Council final decision and no one appeared in opposition and 

the hearing was closed. The Zone Change was granted by the following roll call vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 3163_198_Belmont_Ave (PDF) 

 3163_Belmont_Ave_198_2014_CC (PDF) 

 Forest Park Belmont Ave Zone Change (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

SECONDER: Kateri B. Walsh, Vice President - At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Shea, Walsh, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Rooke, Hurst, 
Ashe, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Clodo Concepcion 



 City of Springfield Meeting: 05/27/14 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Planning and Economic Development 

 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 

  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2608) DOC ID: 2608  

Updated: 5/2/2014 9:47 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Operate a Lodging House at the 
Property Known as 60 Cass Street (02480-0015), as Allowed 
by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, 

Use Table 4-4, Section 6.3(2). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Bilingual Veterans Outreach 

Centers of Massachusetts, Inc.  

By: Timothy J. Ryan, Esq.  

Petitioner: Bilingual Veterans Outreach 

Centers of Massachusetts, Inc.  

By: Timothy J. Ryan, Esq. 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Zaida Luna, Ward 1 Councilor 

SECONDER: Timothy J. Rooke, At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Shea, Walsh, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Rooke, Hurst, 

Ashe, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Clodo Concepcion 

2.1

Packet Pg. 4



2.1.a

Packet Pg. 5

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_T

ax
_F

o
rm

al
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.a

Packet Pg. 6

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_T

ax
_F

o
rm

al
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 7

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 8

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 9

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 10

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 11

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 12

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



2.1.b

Packet Pg. 13

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

as
s_

S
t_

60
_M

ay
_2

01
4 

 (
26

08
 :

 6
0 

C
as

s 
S

tr
ee

t)



REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 
 

ZONE CHANGE HEARING 
 

PLOT and SECTION#:  3163 Section #46 DATE: May 27, 2014 
  

 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Springfield, 
Massachusetts, the Planning Board submits the following report on the Zone 
Change Petition, which was referred to the Board for its recommendation: 
 

Doc ID: 2585 

PETITIONER: Smails, LLC 

  

ADDRESS: 198 Belmont Avenue  
  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Res C to Off A  

  

 
HISTORY: 

05/19/14 City Council RECEIVED 1ST STEP   Next: 05/27/14 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend  
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

SECONDER: Kateri B. Walsh, Vice President - At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Shea, Walsh, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Rooke, Hurst, 
Ashe, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Clodo Concepcion 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Barbara Footit, Board Clerk 
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AMENDING SECTION 49 OF THE BUILDING ZONE MAP 

Doc ID: 2585 

 
 
 
SECTION 1. The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Springfield, 

Massachusetts entitled “An Ordinance for Consolidating and 

Arranging, Enlarging, Modifying and Amending the Ordinances of the 

City Restricting Buildings, Structures, and Premises According to 

Their Use or Construction to Specified Parts of the City”, text enacted, 

April 21, 1971, as amended, is hereby further amended by changing 

from  the zoning on Plot #3163 Section #46, Section Recommend of 

the Building Zone Map as indicated in red ink on the plan thereof 

hereto attached and marked “Recommend Building Zone Map of the 

City of Springfield.” 

 
Approved as to Form: 

 

 

_________________________ 

Associate City Solicitor 

 

 

In accordance with Mass. Gen. Laws c. 40A, section 5, the Planning 

Board held a hearing on 

May 27, 2014 , regarding the above Ordinance amendment. 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

Kerry Dietz, Chairperson 
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