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I. Hearings 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on November 24, 2014 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Zaida Luna Ward 1 Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Present  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

Kateri B. Walsh Vice President - At-Large Councilor Present  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos Ward 8 Councilor Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Absent  

Clodo Concepcion Ward 5 Councilor Present  

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Present  

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President - Ward 2 Councilor Present  

 Moment of Silence   Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Special Permits 

1. Order (ID # 2858) 

Order - Martone Place-Leave to Withdraw Without Prejudice See Agenda Items #2744 and 

#2745 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Read and an explanation was given by Jay Caron, Project Director Martone Place RMV 

Office project stated that he is requesting "leave to withdraw without prejudice" of the 2 

special permits (agenda item 2 #2744 and agenda item 3 #2745) in as much as the developer 

has agreed to convert Martone Place into a public way and to comply with all the 

requirements requested by DPW and the Planning Department and thus no need for the 2 

special permits.  Councilor Allen asked Deputy Planning Director Phil Dromey if the leave 

to withdraw is granted what effect will it have on the 2 special permits and Mr. Dromey 

said that building of the new RMV Office would not require Council approval because it 

would comply with the underlining zoning ordinances.  Under the current zoning 

ordinance the project would only require a "site plan review" and not a full Council special 

permit review and the Order for "leave to withdraw without prejudice" passed by the 

following roll call vote and agenda item 2 #2744 and item 3 #274 were withdrawn. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 1] 

MOVER: Timothy C. Allen, Ward 7 Councilor 

SECONDER: Bud L. Williams, At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Shea, Walsh, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Concepcion, Hurst, 

Ashe, Fenton 

NAYS: E. Henry Twiggs 

ABSENT: Timothy J. Rooke 

2. Petition (ID # 2744) 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Motor Vehicle Service Station-Gas Station), Granted 

December 27, 2005, by Deleting Condition #5 (Requirement to Make Martone Place a Public 

Way) at the Property Formally Known as 11-13 Tapley Street and Now Known as SS Tapley 

Street (11415-0032), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, 

Table 4-4, Section 12.3(1). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: HDC Two, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

Petitioner: HDC Two, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

 
HISTORY: 

09/29/14 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 11/24/14 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Read and an explanation was given by Jay Caron, Project Director Martone Place RMV 

Office project stated that he is requesting "leave to withdraw without prejudice" of the 2 

special permits (agenda item 2 #2744 and agenda item 3 #2745) in as much as the developer 

has agreed to convert Martone Place into a public way and to comply with all the 

requirements requested by DPW and the Planning Department and thus no need for the 2 

special permits.  Councilor Allen asked Deputy Planning Director Phil Dromey if the leave 

to withdraw is granted what effect will it have on the 2 special permits and Mr. Dromey 

said that building of the new RMV Office would not require Council approval because it 

would comply with the underlining zoning ordinances.  Under the current zoning 

ordinance the project would only require a "site plan review" and not a full Council special 

permit review and the Order for "leave to withdraw without prejudice" was granted upon 

the passage of said Order (#2858). 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Tapley_St_11_13_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Tapley_St__St_James_Ave_2014 (PDF) 

 Josephson 09 26 2014 decision -- HDC Four (PDF) 

RESULT: WITHDRAWN 

3. Petition (ID # 2745) 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Drive-Up Service Window), Granted December 27, 

2005, by Deleting Condition #5 (Requirement to Make Martone Place a Public Way) at the 

Property Formally Known as 559 St James Avenue and Now Known as 557 St James Avenue 
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(11170-0314), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 

4-4, Section 19.1(2). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: HDC Four, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

Petitioner: HDC Four, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

 
HISTORY: 

09/29/14 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 11/24/14 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Read and an explanation was given by Jay Caron, Project Director Martone Place RMV 

Office project stated that he is requesting "leave to withdraw without prejudice" of the 2 

special permits (agenda item 2 #2744 and agenda item 3 #2745) in as much as the developer 

has agreed to convert Martone Place into a public way and to comply with all the 

requirements requested by DPW and the Planning Department and thus no need for the 2 

special permits.  Councilor Allen asked Deputy Planning Director Phil Dromey if the leave 

to withdraw is granted what effect will it have on the 2 special permits and Mr. Dromey 

said that building of the new RMV Office would not require Council approval because it 

would comply with the underlining zoning ordinances.  Under the current zoning 

ordinance the project would only require a "site plan review" and not a full Council special 

permit review and the Order for "leave to withdraw without prejudice" was granted upon 

the passage of said Order (#2858). 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 St_James_Ave_559_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Tapley_St__St_James_Ave_2014 (PDF) 

 Josephson 09 26 2014 decision -- HDC Four (PDF) 

RESULT: WITHDRAWN 

4. Petition (ID # 2827) 

For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-Accessory Sign and Convert it to a 

Digital, Non-Accessory Sign, at the Property Known as SS Clinton Street (02900-0050), as 

Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 

9.9.30. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Park View South, LLC  

By: Peter Picknelly, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hearing held at which Valerie Barsom, Esq., and Stephan Herbert appeared on behalf the 

Petitioner Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC requesting a special permit to relocate an existing, 

static non accessory sign and to convert it to a digital, non-accessory billboard sign.  The 

petitioner intends to remove the existing billboard and replace it with a new digital 
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billboard that would comply with the current zoning ordinances.  Mr. Herbert also stated 

that studies has shown that digital signs do not cause a distraction and the Lamar is 

currently paying over $480,000 per year in taxes (chart attached). Mr. Herbert said he had 

met with the New North Citizens Council and the New North Council had approved the 

project (letter attached).  John Gormally, Russell Selig and Timothy Ryan, Esq., all 

appeared in opposition stating among other things that proposed sign is in violation of the 

current ordinances dealing with distance from "American Heritage River", park, another 

sign and bike path and the special permit should be denied.  Valerie Barsom, Esq., and 

Stephan Herbert appeared in rebuttal to the opposition stating they are in full compliances 

with the current ordinances and the sign would using "led" lights and recycle materials.  

John Gormally, Russell Selig and Timothy Ryan, Esq., all appeared in opposition to the 

proponents stating that the Petitioner accepts adult entertainment on his signs, and the sign 

would be visible within 500 feet "American Heritage River", park, another sign and bike 

path or 2000 feet from a park thus violating the City's Zoning Ordinances. Councilors 

Walsh, Allen, Twiggs, Ramos, Williams, and Shea all expressed concerns about voting 

tonight up or down, who set the taxes on billboards sign, whether it within 500 feet of an 

"American Heritage River", park, another sign and bike path and the like of information 

to make an informed decision.   Deputy Planning Director Phil Dromey spoke saying that 

he had not looked the distance issues but the 2000 feet distance did not make into the final 

version of the zoning ordinances and the hearing was closed.  Councilor Shea made a 

motion to refer to committee and was seconded by Councilor Ashe and Twiggs. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Clinton_St_SS_Formal_Tax (PDF) 

 Clinton_St_SS_2014 (PDF) 

 SS CLINTON BB TAXES (PDF) 

 SS CLINTON MAPS (PDF) 

 SS Clinton ST (PDF) 

RESULT: REFER TO COMMITTEE Next: 1/26/2015 7:00 PM 

 Motion To: A.  Motion to Refer to Committee 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilor Shea made a motion to refer to committee and was seconded by Councilor Ashe 

and Twiggs and said motion passed by the following roll call vote.  The said motion was 

referred to the Special Permit Review Committee. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [7 TO 5] 

MOVER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

SECONDER: E. Henry Twiggs, Thomas M. Ashe 

AYES: Allen, Twiggs, Shea, Walsh, Hurst, Ashe, Fenton 

NAYS: Luna, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Concepcion 

ABSENT: Timothy J. Rooke 

5. Petition (ID # 2828) 

For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-Accessory Sign and Convert it to a 

Digital, Non-Accessory Sign, at the Property Known as 6 Liberty Street (07770-0001), as 

Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 

9.9.30. 
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Request: See Above  

Owner: 6 Liberty Street, LLC  

By: Hansraj Gada, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Read and Councilor Walsh asked if the matter was going to go to committee there was no 

need to have a hearing but Councilor Williams said the outcome might be different on this 

request.  Council President Fenton asked the Petitioner attorney Ms. Barsom if they 

wanted to go forward or to send the matter to committee and Attorney Barsom said the 

Petitioner had no objection to the matter going to committee since SS Clinton Street was in 

Committee.  Associate City Solicitor Anthony Wilson said the correct procedure would be 

to "table" the matter until the committee had a chance to meet.  Councilor Walsh made a 

motion to "lay on table" and was seconded by Councilor Edwards.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Liberty_St_6_Formal_Tax (PDF) 

 Liberty_St_6_2014 (PDF) 

 6 Liberty ST NNCC (PDF) 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 1/26/2015 7:00 PM 

 Motion To: A. Motion to Lay on the Table 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilor Walsh made a motion to "lay on the table" and was seconded by Councilor 

Edwards and said motion passed by a majority voice vote with Councilor Williams voting 

no and Councilor Rooke absent.  

RESULT: ADOPTED VOICE 



City of Springfield       Meeting: 11/24/14 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Wayman Lee 

                   ADOPTED Sponsors:  

 DOC ID: 2858 C 

Updated: 11/19/2014 2:35 PM by Wayman Lee C Page 1 

Order - Martone Place-Leave to Withdraw Without Prejudice 
See Agenda Items #2744 and #2745 () 

To :       Mr.Orlando Ramos, Springfield City Council, Sub Com Chair -Special 
Permits 
              Mr. Wayman Lee Springfield City Clerk 
From: Jay Caron RMV Project Director 
 
     RE: Request to amend Special permit(s) 
 
Gentlemen, 
Thank you both for taking my call today regarding HDC’s request to postpone our 
subcommittee meeting to amend the current Special permit(s) in place in the area 
behind the Irving C Store at the intersection of St James and Tapley Streets known 
as Martone Place. I have mentioned to you both that our group is still waiting for 
the delivery of plot plans, site engineering, traffic studies and a variety of other 
reports that would make the scheduled meeting on Tuesday, November 6th both 
informative and productive. I do not want to ask your committee members to  set 
aside their free time only for the HDC team to deliver a partial presentation, leave 
questions un-answered and further-confuse your members or anyone else in 
attendance. 
 
Therefore, this email is requesting leave to withdraw without prejudice until we 
are fully prepared. 
 
Thank you both for your assistance regarding this matter. 
 
Sincerely 
 

Jay Caron 
Project Director 
413. 737. 3114. 
 

 

2.1

Packet Pg. 6



Order (ID # 2858)  Meeting of November 24, 2014 

Updated: 11/19/2014 2:35 PM by Wayman Lee C Page 2 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 1] 

MOVER: Timothy C. Allen, Ward 7 Councilor 

SECONDER: Bud L. Williams, At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Shea, Walsh, Edwards, Williams, Ramos, Concepcion, Hurst, 

Ashe, Fenton 

NAYS: E. Henry Twiggs 

ABSENT: Timothy J. Rooke 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 11/24/14 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 WITHDRAWN Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2744) DOC ID: 2744 A 

Updated: 9/11/2014 12:11 PM by Wayman Lee A Page 1 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Motor Vehicle Service 
Station-Gas Station), Granted December 27, 2005, by Deleting 

Condition #5 (Requirement to Make Martone Place a Public 
Way) at the Property Formally Known as 11-13 Tapley Street 

and Now Known as SS Tapley Street (11415-0032), as Allowed 
by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, 

Table 4-4, Section 12.3(1). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: HDC Two, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

Petitioner: HDC Two, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

 
HISTORY: 

09/29/14 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE  Next: 11/24/14 

RESULT: WITHDRAWN 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 11/24/14 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 WITHDRAWN Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2745) DOC ID: 2745 A 

Updated: 9/11/2014 12:10 PM by Wayman Lee A Page 1 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Drive-Up Service 
Window), Granted December 27, 2005, by Deleting Condition 
#5 (Requirement to Make Martone Place a Public Way) at the 
Property Formally Known as 559 St James Avenue and Now 
Known as 557 St James Avenue (11170-0314), as Allowed by 
M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 

4-4, Section 19.1(2). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: HDC Four, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

Petitioner: HDC Four, LLC  

By: Michael W. Frisbie  

 
HISTORY: 

09/29/14 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE  Next: 11/24/14 

RESULT: WITHDRAWN 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 11/24/14 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2827) DOC ID: 2827  

Updated: 10/29/2014 12:43 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-
Accessory Sign and Convert it to a Digital, Non-Accessory 
Sign, at the Property Known as SS Clinton Street (02900-
0050), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 9.9.30. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Park View South, LLC  

By: Peter Picknelly, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

 

RESULT: REFER TO COMMITTEE Next: 1/26/2015 7:00 PM 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 11/24/14 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2828) DOC ID: 2828  

Updated: 10/29/2014 12:47 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-
Accessory Sign and Convert it to a Digital, Non-Accessory 

Sign, at the Property Known as 6 Liberty Street (07770-0001), 
as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, 

Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 9.9.30. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: 6 Liberty Street, LLC  

By: Hansraj Gada, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 1/26/2015 7:00 PM 
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