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I. Call to Order 

6:30 PM Meeting called to order on December 15, 2014 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Zaida Luna Ward 1 Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Present  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

Kateri B. Walsh Vice President - At-Large Councilor Present  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos Ward 8 Councilor Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Present  

Clodo Concepcion Ward 5 Councilor Present  

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Present  

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President - Ward 2 Councilor Present  

 Monment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Order 

1. Order (ID # 2888) 

Setting of the Tax Factor for FY 2015 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Read and Councilors Twiggs and Allen asked Board of Assessors Chair Allen about how 

the City could maintain the same rate of same gap. Chair Allen said that since the 90’s the 

City has been trying to narrow the gap as the business community is paying 60% of the 

taxes and the homeowner are paying 40% a 20% gap to about 10% but the values would 

have to increase. Councilor Williams said there are people leaving Springfield because 

property valuation is down in many neighborhoods, with low values hurting the City.   

Councilors Concepcion and Ashe both voiced concerns about the hardships faced by senior 

citizen homeowners and others on fixed income. Councilor Ashe said the Mayor's 

recommendation represented an $18 decrease for the average single family homeowner. 

Councilors Ashe and Concepcion said they favored the rates proposed by the Mayor as 

they would provide more relief to the homeowners, even if by just a small amount. 
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Councilor Rooke Chair of the Special Finance Committee tax rate subcommittee conducted 

three public hearings in advance of Monday night's vote, including a hearing at City Hall 

at 6 p.m., tonight just prior to the vote. Councilor Rooke proposed the Council approve a 

new tax rates of $16.67 for residential and $38.77 for commercial or a tax factor of .786893, 

saying they were fair to homeowners and businesses, promoted economic development and 

keeps Springfield moving forward.  Council received the Report by a unanimous voice 

vote.  Councilor Rooke made a motion to set the FY15 tax factor at .786893 and was 

seconded by Councilor Shea. 

Councilor Concepcion on the motion said people are getting fed up with their tax bills and 

many are leaving the City.  

The Council approve the FY15 tax factor of .786893 by the following roll call vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 12-15-14- Special Meeting 630 (DOCX) 

 TAX RATE FY15 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [7 TO 6] 

MOVER: Timothy J. Rooke, Michael A. Fenton 

SECONDER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Twiggs, Edwards, Williams, Rooke, Fenton 

NAYS: Shea, Walsh, Ramos, Concepcion, Hurst, Ashe 
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Setting of the Tax Factor for FY 2015 (President - Ward 2 
Councilor Fenton) 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Revenue of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts has certified, pursuant to Chapter 369 of the Acts of 1982 of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, that the Board of Assessors of the 
City of Springfield is assessing property at full and fair cash valuation; and 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council together with the Mayor's approval, 
pursuant to said Act, is required to adopt a residential factor in order to 
determine the percentages of the local tax levy to be borne by each class 
of real property, as defined in M.G.L., c.59, s. 2A, and personal property for 
the next fiscal year; and 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has held a public hearing, in accordance 
with the requirements of said Chapter 369, Acts of 1982 on the question of 
the adoption of said residential factor to determine the percentages of the 
local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal property. 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the residential factor for 
fiscal year 2015 shall be set at: .786893 
 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [7 TO 6] 

MOVER: Timothy J. Rooke, Michael A. Fenton 

SECONDER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

AYES: Luna, Allen, Twiggs, Edwards, Williams, Rooke, Fenton 

NAYS: Shea, Walsh, Ramos, Concepcion, Hurst, Ashe 
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I. Call to Order 

6:30 PM Meeting called to order on December 15, 2014 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

II. Public Portion 

1. Order (ID # 2888) 

Setting of the Tax Factor for FY 2015 

 

December 11, 2014 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I have this date notified the members of the City Council of the 

City of Springfield of a SPECIAL MEETING to be held on Monday, December 15, 2014 

at 6:30 P.M. in the City Council Chambers by First Class Mail of said notice to the last and 

usual place of abode to: COUNCILORS Timothy C. Allen, Thomas M. Ashe, Clodo 

Concepcion, Melvin A. Edwards, Michael A. Fenton, Justin Hurst, Zaida Luna, Orlando 

Ramos, Timothy J. Rooke, Kenneth E. Shea, E. Henry Twiggs, Kateri B. Walsh, Bud L. 

Williams, a notice of said meeting duly signed by the Council President and I further certify 

that I have duly notified said City Councilors in the manner aforesaid in accordance with the 

law. 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 11th day of December, 2014. 

 

 

Wayman Lee, Esq., City Clerk 
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