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I. Hearings 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on April 27, 2015 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

Clodo Concepcion Ward 5 Councilor Present  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos Vice President Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Present  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Late 7:05 PM 

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Absent  

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Present  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Zaida Luna Ward 1 Councilor Absent  

Kateri B. Walsh Vice President - At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President - Ward 2 Councilor Present  

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Special Permits 

1. Petition (ID # 3014) 

For a Special Permit to Operate a Drive-Up Service Window at the Property Known as 487 

East Columbus Avenue (04303-0612) in Accordance with the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, 

Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1.3 and M.G.L. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: FL Roberts & Company, Inc.  

By: Steven M. Roberts  

Petitioner: FL Roberts & Company, Inc. 

By: Steven M. Roberts 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hearing held at which James Scalise, Civil Engineer, Design Group, Inc., appeared on 

behalf of F.L. Roberts and Leo Florian, President of the South End Citizen Council and 

Frank Roberts appeared on behalf of the Petitioner F L Roberts & Company, Inc and 

spoke in favor stating that the Petitioner's request for a special permit to operate a drive-

up service window for a 774 square feet addition and a new Dunkin Donuts restaurant to 

the existing building and the drive thru window will be located back/northern side of the 

building, that would accommodate 8 cars for stacking and 19 parking spaces and traffic 
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study indicate that most visits would be people buying gas or convenience store items.  Mr. 

Florian said that the Petitioner had met with South End Citizens Council and no one had 

any objections. Councilor Williams praised South End Citizens Council for their hard 

work and he hopes the South End is on it way back.  Councilor Allen asked about parking 

and traffic impact and Mr. Scalise said that site plan shows parking 19 parking spaces and 

zoning only requires 18 spaces and the traffic impact would be minimal .  Councilor Allen 

asked Phil Dromey, Deputy Director of Planning about DPW approvals and Mr. Dromey 

said DPW must approve the traffic plan, signs, and curb cuts and if it requires substantial 

revisions it would have to come back to the Council for new approvals.  Councilor 

Concepcion asked who's going to own the donut shop and Mr. Roberts said the shop would 

be own by Springfield Donuts, Inc (Peter Martins and John Salmar) and no one appeared 

in opposition and the hearing was closed and the special permit was granted by the 

following roll call vote.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 487_E_Columbus_Ave_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 E_Columbus_Ave_487_2015 (PDF) 

 478 E COLUMBUS NEW SITE PLAN (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Bud L. Williams, At-Large Councilor 

SECONDER: Melvin A. Edwards, Ward 3 Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Williams, Hurst, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 

2. Petition (ID # 3025) 

For a Special Permit for Motor Vehicle Repairs & Maintenance  (Light & Heavy) at the 

Property Known as 961 East Columbus Avenue (04303-0548), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 

Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.3(3) & (4). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Robert Ober  

By: Robert Ober  

Petitioner: Robert Ober  

By: Robert Ober  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hearing held at which Petitioner Robert Ober, Owner of Robbie's Repair and  Leo Florian, 

President of the South End Citizen Council appeared and spoke in favor stating that the 

Petitioner's request for a special permit for a motor vehicle and maintenance operation 

that had to move because MGM Casino had purchased his former location and Mr. Florian 

said that the Petitioner had met with South End Citizens Council and no one had any 

objections and this would be a great fit for the South End and no one appeared in 

opposition and the hearing was closed.  Councilor Walsh and Williams praised the 

Petitioner for his outstanding work at his former location and the special permit was 

granted by the following roll call vote.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 961_E_Columbus_Ave_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 E_Columbus_Ave_961_2015 (PDF) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Bud L. Williams, At-Large Councilor 

SECONDER: Kateri B. Walsh, Vice President - At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Williams, Hurst, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 



 City of Springfield Meeting: 04/27/15 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3014) DOC ID: 3014  

Updated: 3/30/2015 11:23 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Operate a Drive-Up Service Window 
at the Property Known as 487 East Columbus Avenue (04303-
0612) in Accordance with the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, 

Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1.3 and M.G.L. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: FL Roberts & Company, Inc.  

By: Steven M. Roberts  

Petitioner: FL Roberts & Company, Inc. 

By: Steven M. Roberts 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Bud L. Williams, At-Large Councilor 

SECONDER: Melvin A. Edwards, Ward 3 Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Williams, Hurst, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 
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Attachment: 478 E COLUMBUS NEW SITE PLAN  (3014 : 487 East Columbus Avenue)



 City of Springfield Meeting: 04/27/15 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3025) DOC ID: 3025  

Updated: 4/2/2015 2:48 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for Motor Vehicle Repairs & Maintenance  
(Light & Heavy) at the Property Known as 961 East Columbus 

Avenue (04303-0548), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 
Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 

12.3(3) & (4). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Robert Ober  

By: Robert Ober  

Petitioner: Robert Ober  

By: Robert Ober  

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Bud L. Williams, At-Large Councilor 

SECONDER: Kateri B. Walsh, Vice President - At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Williams, Hurst, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 
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