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I. Hearings 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on October 26, 2015 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

Clodo Concepcion Ward 5 Councilor Present  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos Vice President Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Present  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Absent  

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Present  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Zaida Luna Ward 1 Councilor Absent  

Kateri B. Walsh At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President - Ward 2 Councilor Present  

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Special Permits 

1. Petition (ID # 3203) 

For a Special Permit for a Residential Project Containing More Than One (1) Dwelling Unit 

Per Lot at the Property Known as 425 Central Street (02560-0132), as Allowed by M.G.L. 

and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 2.1(2). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Springfield Housing Authority  

By: Wallace Kisiel  

Petitioner: Springfield Housing Authority  

By: Wallace Kisiel  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Justin Hurst, Hearing held at which Wallace Kisiel of the Springfield Housing Authority 

appeared on behalf of the Owner and Petitioner Springfield Housing Authority (SHA) and 

spoke in favor stating that the request is to allow more than 1 dwelling per lot at the 

property known as 425 Central Street and to convert a former 8 unit apartment building 

into 2, 2-family dwelling thus reducing the density.  Councilor Shea asked if the neighbors 

were happy with the new building and Mr. Kisiel said that SHA had met with the 

neighbors and the Maple High Six Corners Neighborhood Council and they both have 
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approved the project.  Councilor Edwards spoke on behalf of the Maple High Six Corners 

Neighborhood Council stating that the Maple High Six Corners Neighborhood Council had 

indeed approved the project.  Phil Dromey, Deputy Director of Planning spoke stating that 

the lot could in fact be used for a 8 unit apartment but SHA has agreed to the reduce the 

project to 2, 2-family dwelling and no one appeared in opposition and the hearing was 

closed and after debate the Special Permit with conditions was granted by the following roll 

call vote.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Central_St_425_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Melvin A. Edwards, Ward 3 Councilor 

SECONDER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Williams, Hurst, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 

2. Petition (ID # 3209) 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Drive-Up Service Window), Granted September 1997, 

by Allowing a Change in the Petitioner and the Deletion of Condition #4 (No Ground Sign), 

at the Property Known as 1363 Allen Street (00280-0892), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 

Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Berkshire Bank  

By: Peter Merwin 

Petitioner: Berkshire Bank   

By: Peter Merwin 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hearing held at which Peter Merwin, VP of Facilities for Berkshire Bank appeared on 

behalf of the Owner and Petitioner Berkshire Bank and spoke in favor stating that the 

request is to amend an existing special permit by allowing a change in the Petitioner from 

Hampden Saving Bank to Berkshire Bank and deleting condition #4 prohibiting a ground 

sign on the property.  Mr. Merwin said that new sign was approved by the Zoning 

Administrator and Building Department.  Mary Dionne and Walter Gould of the Outer 

Belt Civic Association appeared in opposition and spoke stating that the sign is a safety 

hazard and obstruct the view from patrons leaving the bank and has nothing to do with the 

drive-up window and asked that the special permit be sent to committee.  Councilor Allen 

said he had some concerns about the safety of the sign and made a motion to refer to 

committee and was seconded by Councilor Rooke and the hearing was not closed. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Allen_St_1363_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Allen_St_1363_2015 (PDF) 

RESULT: REFER TO COMMITTEE Next: 11/23/2015 7:00 PM 

 Motion To: A. Motion to Refer to Committee 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilor Allen said he had some concerns about the safety of the sign and made a motion 

to refer to committee and was seconded by Councilor Rooke and said motion passed by a 

majority voice vote with Councilors Twiggs and Luna absent and was referred to the 

Special Permit Review Committee. 

RESULT: ADOPTED VOICE 

3. Petition (ID # 3229) 

For a Special Permit for a Changing Image Sign, Exceeding Twenty Four (24) Square Feet, 

at the Property Known as 603 East Columbus Avenue (04303-0595), as Allowed by M.G.L. 

and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.3.70. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Balise Automotive Realty, LP   

By: Timothy Ryan, Esquire  

Petitioner: Balise Automotive Realty, LP  

By: Timothy Ryan, Esquire  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hearing held at which Attorney Timothy Ryan appeared on behalf of the Owner and 

Petitioner Balise Automotive Realty, LP along with James Balise, President of Balise 

Motors and Kimberley Mason of Associate Builders and spoke in favor stating that the 

request to install a changing image ground sign.  Attorney Ryan said the Balise has build a 

$10 million new automotive dealerships along East Columbus Avenue and the ground sign 

would be a 300 square feet face of a total 475 square feet sign and the Petitioner had meet 

with the South End Citizens Council and they had approved the project.  James Balise 

spoke in favor saying that East Columbus Avenue is the gateway to Springfield and he 

believes that the dealerships and the sign would improve the image of Springfield.   Leo 

Florian, President of the South End Citizens Council spoke in favor stating that Balise has 

been in the South End for over 89 years and is a first class operation and every promise 

that they have made - they have kept and the South End Citizens Council voted to approve 

the project.  Mitch Bolotin a property owner at 511-585 East Columbus Avenue appeared 

and spoke in favor of the project saying it would be good for the South End and citizens of 

the City. Russ Seelig appeared in opposition stating that the image sign is a digital sign and 

the sign is a violation of the new zoning ordinance and 20 times larger than the maximum 

size allowed by ordinance.  Councilor Williams asked attorney Ryan about the sign being 

in violation of the zoning ordinance and Attorney Ryan said that Balise could put up 6 100 

square feet sign and this is a better result with one sign.  Councilor Williams then asked 

Phil Dromey, Deputy Director of Planning to comment on the sign size and Mr. Dromey 

said that Balise could put up more ground signs but he was not sure they could put 6 

additional signs and Balise would need a variance from the Board of Appeals for the height 

and size of the sign and may also need State approval and is not a billboard. Councilor 

Shea made a motion to refer to committee because the Petitioner needs a variance from the 

Board of Appeals and was seconded by Councilor Concepcion and the hearing was not 

closed. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 603_E_Columbus_Ave_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 E_Columbus_Ave_603_2015 (PDF) 
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RESULT: REFER TO COMMITTEE Next: 11/23/2015 7:00 PM 

 Motion To: A.  Motion to Refer to Committee 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilor Shea made a motion to refer to committee because the Petitioner needs a 

variance from the Board of Appeals and was seconded by Councilor Concepcion and said 

motion passed by a majority voice vote with Councilor Rooke voting no and Councilors 

Twiggs and Luna absent and was referred to the Special Permit Review Committee. 

RESULT: ADOPTED VOICE 

 Zoning Changes 

4. Zoning Ordinance 2015-9 

To Change the Zoning of the Properties Knows as 282 Central Street (02560-0053), SS 

Florence Street (05200-0120) and NS Central Street (02560-0055 & 0056) from Residence 

B to Commercial A. 

PETITIONER: Ayala Enterprise, LLC  
  

ADDRESS: 282 Central Street, SS Florence Street & 

NS Central Street   
  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Res B to Com A 

  

 
HISTORY: 

10/19/15 City Council RECEIVED 1ST STEP  
 Next: 10/26/15 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Read for first time on October 19, 2015 and the Council received the Report and Passed 1
st
 

step and was referred to the Committee on Ordinances by an unanimous voice vote and 

public hearing is set for Monday, October 26, 2015. The Planning Board recommendation 

is to approve. 

 

Read and hearing held in which Kathleen Lindberg appeared on behalf of the Owner and 

Petitioner Ayala Enterprise, LLC and spoke requesting a zone change from Residence B to 

Commercial A at 282 Central Street, SS Florence Street, NS Central Street seeking to 

construct a maintenance garage to assist in maintaining the 20 unit apartment building on 

the property and would allow for accessory parking.  Councilor Edwards spoke on behalf 

of the Maple High Six Corners Neighborhood Council stating that the Maple High Six 

Corners Neighborhood Council had approved the project and said that Petitioner along 

with other developers have produced housing projects along Central Street have 

transformed the corridor for the better and no one appeared in opposition and the hearing 

was closed. 

 

The Committee on Enrollment met on October 26, 2015 and found the zone change to be 
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properly enrolled and referred the Zone Change to the full Council for passage and the 

Council passed the Zone Change by the following roll called vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 3178_282_Central_St_2015_CC (PDF) 

 3178_282_Central_St_2015 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [10 TO 0] 

MOVER: Melvin A. Edwards, Ward 3 Councilor 

SECONDER: Kateri B. Walsh, At-Large Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Hurst, Edwards, Walsh, 

Fenton 

ABSENT: Bud L. Williams, E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 



 City of Springfield Meeting: 10/26/15 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3203) DOC ID: 3203  

Updated: 9/9/2015 10:42 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for a Residential Project Containing 
More Than One (1) Dwelling Unit Per Lot at the Property 
Known as 425 Central Street (02560-0132), as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 
4-4, Section 2.1(2). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Springfield Housing Authority  

By: Wallace Kisiel  

Petitioner: Springfield Housing Authority  

By: Wallace Kisiel  

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

MOVER: Melvin A. Edwards, Ward 3 Councilor 

SECONDER: Kenneth E. Shea, Ward 6 Councilor 

AYES: Ashe, Allen, Concepcion, Shea, Ramos, Rooke, Williams, Hurst, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Zaida Luna 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 10/26/15 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3209) DOC ID: 3209  

Updated: 9/14/2015 9:59 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Drive-Up Service 
Window), Granted September 1997, by Allowing a Change in 
the Petitioner and the Deletion of Condition #4 (No Ground 
Sign), at the Property Known as 1363 Allen Street (00280-

0892), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 
Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Berkshire Bank  

By: Peter Merwin 

Petitioner: Berkshire Bank   

By: Peter Merwin 

 

RESULT: REFER TO COMMITTEE Next: 11/23/2015 7:00 PM 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 10/26/15 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3229) DOC ID: 3229  

Updated: 10/7/2015 9:11 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for a Changing Image Sign, Exceeding 
Twenty Four (24) Square Feet, at the Property Known as 603 
East Columbus Avenue (04303-0595), as Allowed by M.G.L. 

and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 
9.3.70. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Balise Automotive Realty, LP   

By: Timothy Ryan, Esquire  

Petitioner: Balise Automotive Realty, LP  

By: Timothy Ryan, Esquire  

 

RESULT: REFER TO COMMITTEE Next: 11/23/2015 7:00 PM 
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