
 CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

City Clerk’s Office        2/9/2015 

Regular Meeting Agenda~ 
  

 

I hereby notify you that at twelve o’clock noon today the following items of business had been 

filed with this office and can be acted upon at the meeting in City Council Chambers, Room 200 at City 

Hall, 36 Court Street Wednesday evening February 11, 2015 at 05:00 PM according to Section 12, 

Rules and Orders of the City Council. 
 

City Clerk 
 

City of Springfield Page 1 Printed 2/9/2015 

Possible Public Speak-Out Time 4:30 PM 

 

Call to Order 

5:00 PM Meeting called to order on February 11, 2015 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

 

Hearing-Delayed from Cancelled Meeting on 1-26-15 

 

(1.) For the Addition of the Casino Overlay District to the Springfield Zoning Map at the 

Properties Generally Bounded by State Street, Main Street, Union Street and East 

Columbus Avenue. State St, Main Stg, Union St, E. Columbus Ave Recommend 

PETITIONER: Blue Tarp reDevelopment, LLC  
  

ADDRESS: See Above  
  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Casino Overlay District  

  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 3168_Casino_Overlay_District_2014_CC (PDF) 

(2.) For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-Accessory Sign and Convert it to 

a Digital, Non-Accessory Sign, at the Property Known as SS Clinton Street (02900-0050), 

as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 

9.9.30. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Park View South, LLC  

By: Peter Picknelly, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Clinton_St_SS_Formal_Tax (PDF) 

 Clinton_St_SS_2014 (PDF) 

 SS CLINTON BB TAXES (PDF) 

 SS CLINTON MAPS (PDF) 

 SS Clinton ST (PDF) 
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(3.) For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-Accessory Sign and Convert it to 

a Digital, Non-Accessory Sign, at the Property Known as 6 Liberty Street (07770-0001), as 

Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 

9.9.30. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: 6 Liberty Street, LLC  

By: Hansraj Gada, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Liberty_St_6_Formal_Tax (PDF) 

 Liberty_St_6_2014 (PDF) 

 6 Liberty ST NNCC (PDF) 

(4.) For a Special Permit for the Expansion of a Pre-Existing Use (High Hazard “B” Industrial 

Use) through the Construction of a 27,100 Square Foot Addition at the Property Known as 

126 Memorial Drive (08532-0015), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 10, Section 10.3. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Astro Logistics, LLC  

By: Ellen W. Fryman, Esquire  

Petitioner: Astro Logistics, LLC  

By: Ellen W. Fryman, Esquire  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Memorial_Drive_126_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Memorial_Dr_126_2015 (PDF) 

(5.) To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Automotive Sales), Granted December 26, 2013, by 

Allowing a Change in the Petitioner at the Property Known as 712 Boston Road (01655-

0121), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, 

Section 12.1. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: James Fiore  

By: James Fiore  

Petitioner: Eliesel Santini 

By: Eliesel Santini 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Boston_Rd_712_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Boston_Rd_712_2015 (PDF) 

Regular Meeting - Delayed from Cancelled Meeting on 2-2-15 

 

Communications 

 

(1.) December Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 December Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (PDF) 

Reports of Committee 
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Informational 

 

(1.) To Change the Zoning of  the Properties Known as NS William Street (12300-0028 & 

0030) from Residence C to Business A. NS William Street Recommend 

PETITIONER: Joseph & Lisa Frigo   
  

ADDRESS: NS William Street  
  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Res C to Bus A 

  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 3169_NS_William_St_2015_CC (PDF) 

(2.) To Change the Zoning of the Property Known as 425 Central Street (02560-0132) from 

Residence B to Residence C. 425 Central Street Recommend 

PETITIONER: Springfield Housing Authority  
  

ADDRESS: 425 Central Street  
  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Res B to Res C  

  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 3170_425_Central_St_2015_CC (PDF) 

Grants 

 

(3.) MMRS Grant - No Match - $75,000.00 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 FFY14 MMRS Grant Award Letter & Set-Up Form (DOCX) 

(4.) FY15 VAWA Grant - $64,000.00 - No Match Required (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 VAWA2014-15 (2) (PDF) 

(5.) Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals- No Match Required ($16,530) (Mayor 

Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 TJO Vet Grant (PDF) 

(6.) American Library Association Grant Increase- No Match Required ($1,900) (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Library Grant Increase (PDF) 

 ala receipt (PDF) 

General Business 

 

(7.) (ID # 2923) - Casino Ethics Ordinance 

(8.) Union Station Redevlopment  $3,200,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO cert 3.2 Union Station (PDF) 

(9.) Budget Transfer W/In a Department $518,893 (Mayor Sarno) 
Budget Transfer W/In a Department $518,893 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Certification PD OTPS Transfer (DOCX) 

(10.) FY15 Budget Transfer - Other Financing Use to Parks & Facilities - $126,767.46 (Mayor 

Sarno) 

(11.) Transfer of Unexpended Bond Proceeds (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Unexpended Proceeds Transfer Accounts list (PDF) 

 CAFO cert Unexpended Bond Proceeds (PDF) 

(12.) Transfer from Reserve for Contingencies to Facilities - $53,139.14 (Mayor Sarno) 
Transfer of $53,139.14 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Certification Catherine St. Transfer (PDF) 

 Catharine Street Letter - Pat Sullivan (PDF) 

(13.) Bill of Prior Year - Human Resources & Labor Relations Department - $3969.50 (Mayor 

Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Certification BOPY - HRLR (PDF) 

 2.2.15 - Prior Year Bills Schedule 1 (PDF) 

(14.) (ID # 2918) - Amending Chapter 110 - Animal Control Ordinances 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Council Order for Amended Animal Ordinance (DOCX) 

Suspension of Rules 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 TABLED Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2954) DOC ID: 2954  

Updated: 2/3/2015 2:00 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-
Accessory Sign and Convert it to a Digital, Non-Accessory 
Sign, at the Property Known as SS Clinton Street (02900-
0050), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 9.9.30. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Park View South, LLC  

By: Peter Picknelly, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

 
HISTORY: 

02/09/15 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 02/11/15 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 TABLED Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2955) DOC ID: 2955  

Updated: 2/3/2015 2:02 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Relocate an Existing, Static, Non-
Accessory Sign and Convert it to a Digital, Non-Accessory 

Sign, at the Property Known as 6 Liberty Street (07770-0001), 
as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, 

Article 9, Section 9.9.24 and 9.9.30. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: 6 Liberty Street, LLC  

By: Hansraj Gada, Manager  

Petitioner: Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC  

By: Stephen E. Hebert, Vice 

President/General Manager 

 
HISTORY: 

02/09/15 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 02/11/15 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 TABLED Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2956) DOC ID: 2956  

Updated: 2/3/2015 2:03 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for the Expansion of a Pre-Existing Use 
(High Hazard “B” Industrial Use) through the Construction of 
a 27,100 Square Foot Addition at the Property Known as 126 
Memorial Drive (08532-0015), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 

Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 10, Section 10.3. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Astro Logistics, LLC  

By: Ellen W. Fryman, Esquire  

Petitioner: Astro Logistics, LLC  

By: Ellen W. Fryman, Esquire  

 
HISTORY: 

02/09/15 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 02/11/15 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 TABLED Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 2957) DOC ID: 2957  

Updated: 2/3/2015 2:03 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

To Amend an Existing Special Permit (Automotive Sales), 
Granted December 26, 2013, by Allowing a Change in the 

Petitioner at the Property Known as 712 Boston Road (01655-
0121), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.1. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: James Fiore  

By: James Fiore  

Petitioner: Eliesel Santini 

By: Eliesel Santini 

 
HISTORY: 

02/09/15 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 02/11/15 
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December Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (Mayor Sarno) 
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MMRS Grant - No Match - $75,000.00 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the City's Office of Emergency Preparedness has been awarded a 

Metropolitan Medical Response System - State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) Grant of 

$75,000.00 from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security; and 

 WHEREAS, the grant is funded by the Department of Homeland Security and will 

maintain existing emergency triage and pre-hospital treatment capabilities, will provide 

destruction of expired pharmaceuticals and sharps at no cost due, and will continue to 

support the staff position for the MMRS Planner; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and   

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, 

Sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

Metropolitan Medical Response System Grant - $75,000.00 
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FY15 VAWA Grant - $64,000.00 - No Match Required (Mayor 
Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Police Department (“Department”) has been awarded a  “Violence 

Against Women Grant” of $64,000.00 from the Executive Office of Public Safety and 

Security; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the grant will be used to support initiatives preventing violence against 

women; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds for salaries and supplies 

to support the above initiatives; and 

 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

FY15 VAWA Grant   $64,000 
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Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals- No Match 
Required ($16,530) (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Thomas J. O'Connor Animal Control and Adoption Center 

Department has been awarded a “Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals Grant” of 

$16,530.00 from the Foundation for TJO Animals; and 

 WHEREAS,    the purpose of the grant is to enable a currently part time veterinary 

assistant to become a full time employee; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to partially fund the 

salary of an existing part time veterinary technician employee of 18.5 hours in order to 

increase to 40 hours/week; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

Vet Assistant from Foundation for TJO Animals- $16,530 
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American Library Association Grant Increase- No Match 
Required ($1,900) (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Library Department has been awarded a "Libraries Transforming 

Communities Grant” increase of $1,900 from the American Library Association (ALA); and 

 WHEREAS, the grant is to support project related activities for the Libraries 

Transforming Communities Public Innovators Cohort; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the increased grant funds to fund travel 

expenses related to attending the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting; and  

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation. 

 

American Library Association Grant Increase- No Match Required ($1,900) 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Wayman Lee 

 TABLED Initiator: Wayman Lee 

 Sponsors: President - Ward 2 Councilor Michael A. Fenton 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 2923) DOC ID: 2923 B 

Updated: 1/26/2015 11:18 AM by Wayman Lee B Page 1 

Casino Ethics Ordinance 

Ethics - Chapter 38 

 

Casino Ethics Ordinance 

 
ORD. NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED THE CASINO ETHICS ORDINANCE TO AMEND the Code 

of the City of Springfield, Article I of Chapter 38 thereof, entitled Ethics, by inserting a Section 

32. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD AS 

FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. Article V of Chapter 38, Ethics, of the Code of the City of Springfield, is hereby 

amended by inserting a new Section 32 as follows: 
 

Section 32. Casino Ethics Ordinance. Notwithstanding Chapters 268A and 268B of 

Massachusetts General Law and any other state or federal rule or regulation to the contrary, the 

following shall apply in the City of Springfield or any subdivision thereof: 
 

(a) No member of the Springfield City Council shall hold a direct or indirect interest in, or be 

employed by, the Region B licensee (as the terms are defined in M.G.L. c. 23k) for a period of 5 

years after the termination of their service as a member of the City Council. 
 

(b) The Mayor of the City of Springfield shall not hold a direct or indirect interest in, or be 

employed by, the Region B licensee (as the terms are defined in M.G.L. c. 23k) for a period of 5 

years after the termination of his or her service as the Mayor of the City of Springfield. 
 

(c)  No employee of the City of Springfield or any subdivision thereof in a major policymaking 

position, shall acquire an interest in, or accept employment with, the Region B licensee (as the 

terms are defined in M.G.L. c. 23k) for a period of 2 years after the termination of employment 

with the City of Springfield or any subdivision thereof.  For the purposes of this section a "major 

policymaking position" shall be defined as the executive or administrative head of any city 

departments and any person whose salary equals or exceeds that of $60,000 and who reports 

directly to the administrative head of any city department or persons exercising similar authority. 
 

 
HISTORY: 

01/12/15 City Council FIRST STEP   

02/09/15 City Council TABLED  Next: 02/11/15 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2947  

Updated: 2/3/2015 1:26 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

Union Station Redevlopment  $3,200,000 (Mayor Sarno) 

ORDERED:  that the sum of three million two hundred thousand ($3,200,000) is hereby 

appropriated for the purpose of aiding the Springfield Redevelopment Authority in the 

implementation of the Union Station Redevelopment Project, including acquisition, demolition,   

hazardous materials remediation, remodeling, reconstructing,  making repairs at the  Union 

Station project site, construction of a garage,  and also including the payment of any and all other 

costs incidental or related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with 

the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to Chapter 

121B, Section 20 of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue 

bonds or notes of the City therefore; that the Mayor is authorized to contract for and expend any 

federal or state aid available for the project, provided that the amount of the authorized 

borrowing shall be reduced by the amount of such aid received prior to the issuance of bonds or 

notes under this order; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary or 

convenient to carry out this project.    

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of 

the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
 

 FURTHER ORDERED: that the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Municipal Finance Oversight Board to qualify under 

Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds or notes of the City authorized by this vote, 

and to provide such information and execute such documents as the Municipal Finance 

Oversight Board of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts may require.  

4.8
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: 2/2/2015 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 2/2/2015 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the February 2, 2015 Council meeting, which authorizes the City to file 
an application with the State to qualify bonds for the purpose of aiding the Springfield 
Redevelopment Authority in the implementation of the Court Square Urban Renewal 
project. The funding will help support the construction of a parking garage.  
 
Background:   This order was previously approved at the December 15, 2014 Council 
meeting, but due to a delay in advertising the bond order, bond counsel advised us to 
schedule a revote.  
 
The total project costs are approximately $82 million dollars. Several Federal and State 
grants and bond earmarks totaling approximately $72.5 million have either been 
obligated or received to date. The remaining dollars will be funded through future 
discretionary grants. In December 2012, the City Council authorized $2.2 million as a 
local contribution to leverage State funding of $4 million. The additional $3.2 million 
will be used to supplement funding for the full-build of a six level parking garage.   
 
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Lindsay B. Hackett 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2945  

Updated: 2/4/2015 2:30 PM by Lindsay B. Hackett  Page 1 

Budget Transfer W/In a Department $518,893 (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, to meet the expenses of the City of Springfield for the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015 (FY'15), pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 

44 , Section 33B, and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Chief Administrative and Financial 

Officer and his Honor the Mayor have requested authorization from the City Council to transfer 

the sum of $518,893 from the Police Department - Salary & Wages line to the Police Department 

- Various Items, in order to fund Academy costs and increased OTPS needs of the Department. 
 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of 

the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the transfer of 

the sum of $518,893 from the Police Department - Salary & Wages line to the Police Department 

- Various Items in order to fund Academy costs and increased OTPS needs and meet the 

expenses of the City of Springfield for Fiscal Year 2015. 
 

 

From:  1st Response - Salary & Wages 

 0100-20-210-2130-2131-0110-000000-0000000-501000-   $518,893.00 

 

To: Weapons and Ammunition 

0100-20-210-2110-2111-0110-000000-0000000-558105- $59,414.00 

 

To: Professional Services 

 0100-20-210-2110-2112-0110-000000-0000000-530105-   $102,298.00 

 

To: Seminars and Training 

 0100-20-210-2110-2111-0110-000000-0000000-531020- $151,679.00 

 

To: In State Travel 

0100-20-210-2110-2111-0110-000000-0000000-571100 - $12,704.00 

 

To: Out of State Travel 

0100-20-210-2110-2112-0110-000000-0000000-572100- $3,278.00 

 

To: Vehicles Supplies/Accessories 

0100-20-210-2130-2131-0110-000000-0000000-548100-  $26,252.00 
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Order (ID # 2945)  Meeting of February 11, 2015 

Updated: 2/4/2015 2:30 PM by Lindsay B. Hackett  Page 2 

To: Office Supplies 

0100-20-210-2110-2120-0110-000000-0000000-542010-  $1,607.00 

 

To: Crime Prevention Supplies 

0100-20-210-2130-2131-0110-000000-0000000-558100- $116,489.00 

 

To: Uniform/Clothing  

0100-20-210-2110-2120-0110-000000-0000000-558200- $45,172.00 

 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Budget Transfer W/In a Department $518,893 

4.9
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: February 9, 2015 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 2/9/2015 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the February 9, 2015 Council meeting, which authorizes the Springfield 

Police Department to transfer funds within in the Department to cover the cost of running 

a new academy along with additional departmental needs. 

 

Background:   The Police Department has a surplus in Personal Services due to the level 

of attrition the department has faced so far in FY15, with almost 20 sworn vacancies. The 

Department is planning for an academy in April, which will increase its complement to 

409 police officers. In order to fund the unbudgeted academy costs, as well as cover 

additional police training and professional development costs, a $518,893 transfer will be 

made from Personal Services to OTPS.  

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

 

4.9.a

Packet Pg. 110

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

A
F

O
 C

er
ti

fi
ca

ti
o

n
 P

D
 O

T
P

S
 T

ra
n

sf
er

  (
29

45
 :

 B
u

d
g

et
 T

ra
n

sf
er

 W
/In

 a
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
$5

18
,8

93
)



City of Springfield       Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Mitchell Doty 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2959  

Updated: 2/4/2015 2:53 PM by Mitchell Doty  Page 1 

FY15 Budget Transfer - Other Financing Use to Parks & 
Facilities - $126,767.46 (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 40 Section 5B, Chapter 59 Section 

23 and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer and his 

Honor the Mayor have requested authorization from the City Council to transfer the sum of 

$126,767.46 from the City’s Other Financing Use line item to the Park's Department 

Maintenance Overtime line, and the Facilities Municipal Building Services Overtime and Snow 

Removal Services lines, in order to fund winter snow and ice removal operations.   
 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of 

the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the transfer of 

the sum of $126,767.46 from the City’s Other Financing Use line item to the Park's Department 

Maintenance Overtime line, and the Facilities Municipal Building Services Overtime and Snow 

Removal Services lines for the stated purposes.     
 

From: FY15 General Fund Other Financing Use 

  

0100-00-000-0000-0000-0010-000000-0000000-701000 --   $126,767.46 

 

To: FY15 FAC - Municipal Building Svcs - Overtime 

  

 0100-10-190-1900-1902-0000-000000-0000000-506000 --  $4,090.63 

 

To: FY15 FAC - Municipal Building Svcs - Snow Removal Services 

  

 0100-10-190-1900-1902-0000-000000-0000000-529400 --   $76,329.25 

 

To: FY15 Park Maintenance - Overtime 

  

 0100-60-630-6510-0000-0000-000000-0000000-506000 --     $46,347.58 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2948  

Updated: 2/3/2015 1:27 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

Transfer of Unexpended Bond Proceeds (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the City of Springfield seeks to apply unexpended bond proceeds 

resulting from project savings and scope changes from various bonded projects to the 

Forest Park Middle School project, and additional costs for Pine Point Library and ESCO 

projects; and 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2006, the Finance Control Board issued Executive 

Orders #11-27-04 and #11-27-05 pursuant to Chapter 169 of the Acts of 2004 authorizing 

the issuance of up to $54,000,000 for various projects (collectively, the “Projects”); and 

WHEREAS, the City issued a $53,605,000 portion of its $127,400,000 State 

Qualified Municipal Purpose Loan of 2007 Bonds dated February 7, 2007 pursuant to such 

Executive Orders to finance the Projects; and 

WHEREAS, costs for certain Projects came in under budget, or costs were not 

incurred due to Project scope changes, and those Projects are now complete; and 

WHEREAS, it is desired that unexpended bond proceeds from previously completed 

projects in the amount of $530,099 be used to fund Forest Park Middle School costs that are 

not reimbursable under MSBA guidelines, as well as additional costs for the Pine Point 

Library and ESCO projects; and 

WHEREAS, After reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an 

evaluation of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 

2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 

2008; 

 BE IT ORDERED THAT: That in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the 

General Laws, the $530,099.00 unexpended balance of bond funds for Projects which have 

been completed and such amount is no longer needed for the Projects, is hereby 

appropriated by the City Council to pay for costs of the Forest Park Middle School, Pine Point 

Library and ESCO projects, including the payment of any and all costs incidental and related 

thereto; and  

 

The foregoing order requires a majority vote of all members of the City Council, in 

accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws. 
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Order (ID # 2948)  Meeting of February 11, 2015 

Updated: 2/3/2015 1:27 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 2 

From Account: Various, See Attached 

 

To Account: Various, See Attached 
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Financial Software 3024-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 3,540.00$      

Our Lady of Hope Convent Reno 3143-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 1,758.00$      

Various Schools Water & Sewer 3144-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 50,000.00$    

Parochial School 3146-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 59,372.00$    

Fire Station Land Acquisition 3261-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 97,718.00$    

Library Upgrades 3263-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 145,065.00$  

Police Renovation 3264-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 27,719.00$    

Police/Fire Design 3266-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 10,432.00$    

ESCO 3267-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 23,714.00$    

Greenleaf Park Building Repair 3324-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 79,619.00$    

Blunt Park Reno 3325-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 2,323.00$      

Loon Pond Acquisition 3328-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 4,487.00$      

Road Construction 3560-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000 24,352.00$    

Total: 530,099.00$  

Forest Park School Reclass 3139-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000- 426,766.00$  

Pinepoint Library 3268-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000- 79,619.00$    

ESCO Phase 2 3269-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-104000- 23,714.00$    

Total: 530,099.00$  

From Account: 

To Account: 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 
To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: February 2, 2015 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 2/2/2015 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the February 2, 2015 Council meeting to transfer up to $530,099 of 
unexpected bond proceeds from the February 2007 bond issue for various projects 
including Forest Park Middle School costs that are not refundable by MSBA, as well as 
costs associated with Pine Point Library and ESCO. 
 
Background:  The Finance Control Board approved bond orders issued on December 18, 
2006 and February 7, 2007 for various capital projects. Unexpended bond proceeds are 
the result of project scope changes, and projects being completed under budget. 
 
Part of the City’s ongoing debt strategy is to reduce the debt schedule as much as 
possible, allowing more capital projects to be financed in future years. Part of this 
strategy includes refunding bond issues when possible. In order to refund the above 
mentioned bond issues, unexpended proceeds must be paid down. We will transfer 
unexpended bond proceeds strategically, reducing the City cost on the projects listed 
below. 
 

 
 
 

FUND Dept
Sign

Off
Current Project Funded Available

Current 

Term
PROPOSED PROJECT 

PROPOSED 

COST

New 

Term
Accepted Project

Accepted 

Cost

3024 IT Y Financial Software 3,540$      20 Forest Park School Reclass 3,540$       20 Forest Park School Reclass 3,540$      

3143 Parks Y Our Lady of Hope Convent Reno 1,758$      20 Forest Park School Reclass 1,758$       20 Forest Park School Reclass 1,758$      

3144 Parks Y Various Schools Water & Sewer 50,000$    20 Forest Park School Reclass 50,000$     20 Forest Park School Reclass 50,000$    

3146 Parks Y Parochial School 59,372$    20 Forest Park School Reclass 59,372$     20 Forest Park School Reclass 59,372$    

3261 DCAC Y Fire Station Land Acquisition 97,718$    20 Forest Park School Reclass 97,718$     20 Forest Park School Reclass 97,718$    

3263 DCAC Y Library Upgrades 145,065$ 20 Forest Park School Reclass 145,065$   20 Forest Park School Reclass 145,065$ 

3264 Parks Y Police Renovation 27,719$    20 Forest Park School Reclass 27,719$     20 Forest Park School Reclass 27,719$    

3266 DCAC Y Police/Fire Design 10,432$    20 Forest Park School Reclass 10,432$     20 Forest Park School Reclass 10,432$    

3267 Parks Y ESCO 23,714$    20  ESCO Phase 2 23,714$     20 ESCO Phase 2 23,714$    

3324 Parks Y Greenleaf Park Building Repair 79,619$    20 Pinepoint Library 79,619$     20 Pinepoint Library 79,619$    

3325 Parks Y Blunt Park Reno 2,323$      20 Forest Park School Reclass 2,323$       20 Forest Park School Reclass 2,323$      

3328 Parks Y Loon Pond Acquisition 4,487$      20 Forest Park School Reclass 4,487$       20 Forest Park School Reclass 4,487$      

3560 DPW Y Road Construction 24,352$    20 Forest Park School Reclass 24,352$     20 Forest Park School Reclass 24,352$    

Balance 1/27/2015 530,099$ 530,099$ 

Unexpended Bond Proceeds
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CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2950  

Updated: 2/3/2015 1:29 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

Transfer from Reserve for Contingencies to Facilities - 
$53,139.14 (Mayor Sarno) 

WHEREAS, to meet the expenses of the City of Springfield for the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015 (FY'15), pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 

44 , Section 33B, and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Chief Administrative and Financial 

Officer and his Honor the Mayor have requested authorization from the City Council to transfer 

the sum of $53,139.14 from the Reserve for Contingency line item to the General Fund School 

Mechanical - Repair & Maintenance Buildings line in order to fund emergency water damage 

repairs at 15 Catherine St.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Comptroller, Patrick Burns, whose Department is in control of the 

appropriation from which the transfer is proposed to be made, has approved this transfer; and 

 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of 

the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the transfer of 

the sum of $53,139.14 From the Reserve for Contingency line item to General Fund School 

Mechanical - Repair & Maintenance Buildings line to meet the expenses of the City of 

Springfield for Fiscal Year 2015. 
 

From:  Comptroller - Reserve for Contingencies 

 

0100-10-135-0000-0000-0010-000000-0000000-578200 $53,139.14  
 

To: General Fund School Mechanical - Repair & Maintenance Buildings 

 

 0100-30-340-3891-3909-3980-304000-0000000-524030 $53,139.14 

 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Transfer of $53,139.14 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: February 2, 2015 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 2/2/2015 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the February 2, 2015 Council meeting, which authorizes the 

Comptroller’s Department to transfer funds from the Reserve for Contingencies line item, 

in order to expend funds for emergency water damage repairs at 15 Catharine Street. 

 

Background:   On December 12, 2014, serious water damage occurred when a hired 

technician broke a sprinkler head while pulling wire in an office at 15 Catharine Street, a 

City-owned property.  Significant flooding occurred in the basement of the property, and 

the vendor took full responsibility for the accident. Liberty Mutual Insurance, the 

vendor’s insurance company, released an actual cash value for damages of $53,139.14 by 

check. 

 

The payment must be accepted as general fund revenue, rather than as a refund to the 

Facilities Department. This transfer will provide the Facilities Department with the funds 

equaling the sum, which are necessary to complete the repairs. 

 

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Camile Nelson Campbell 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 2952  

Updated: 2/3/2015 1:40 PM by Camile Nelson Campbell  Page 1 

Bill of Prior Year - Human Resources & Labor Relations 
Department - $3969.50 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, to meet expenses incurred by the City of Springfield, pursuant to Mass. 

Gen. Laws ch. 44 Section 64 and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Chief Administrative and 

Financial Officer and his Honor the Mayor have requested authorization from the City Council 

for the Human Resources and Labor Relations (HRLR) Department to pay a bill from a previous 

fiscal year totaling $3969.50; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the HRLR Department will make payment for unpaid bills of a previous 

fiscal year from their FY15 General Fund Operating Budgets; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has provided a written 

certification to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the payments, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision 

of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008; and  
 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the payment 

of the bills listed on the attached Schedule One from the FY15 General Fund Departmental 

Operating Budgets for the expenses incurred in a previous fiscal year. 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: January 14, 2015 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – February 2, 2015 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored by the 

Mayor for the February 2, 2015 Council meeting, which will pay prior years’ invoices totaling 

$3969.50. 

 

Background:  This is a request to allow the Human Resources and Labor Relations Department 

to pay a previous year’s bill from the current year (FY15) budget. Listed below are the 

department invoices, due dates, reason and amounts. 

 

 
 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as the 

Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial 

information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and revenues are and will 

continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and obligations involved in this 

City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing 

level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, 

as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as 

added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

Department Invoice # Vendor Date Reason Amount

HRLR 104-11 Susan R. Brown - Arbitrator 4/11/2012 Arbitration hearing, preparation 

and expenses.

3,969.50$    

Total 3,969.50$    
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Department Invoice # Vendor Date Reason Amount

HRLR 104-11 Susan R. Brown - Arbitrator 4/11/2012 Arbitration hearing, preparation and 

expenses.

3,969.50$    

Total 3,969.50$    

Schedule One

Bills of Prior Year

Februray 2, 2015
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Attachment: 2.2.15 - Prior Year Bills Schedule 1  (2952 : Bill of Prior Year - HRLR - $3969.50)



 City of Springfield Meeting: 02/11/15 05:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Law 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: General 
  Prepared By: Ryan J. Barry 

 TABLED Initiator: Ryan J. Barry 

 Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 2918) DOC ID: 2918 C 

Updated: 1/26/2015 11:19 AM by Wayman Lee C Page 1 

Amending Chapter 110 - Animal Control Ordinances 

Please see attachment for body of order. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

01/12/15 City Council FIRST STEP   

02/09/15 City Council TABLED  Next: 02/11/15 
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AMENDING CHAPTER 110 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES  
OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

 
Be it ordained by the Springfield City Council that Chapter 110 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of 
Springfield, as appearing, is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

Chapter 110. ANIMALS  

§ 110-1. Definitions.  

As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
 
ADVISORY AND HEARING COMMITTEE: A committee to be known as the "Animal Advisory and 
Hearing Committee." The Advisory and Hearing Committee shall be composed of five members: the City 
Clerk or designee; the Police Commissioner or designee; the President of the City Council or designee; 
and two persons appointed by the Mayor or designee. All members shall be residents of the City. 
Committee members shall elect a Chairperson and such other officers as they deem necessary and shall 
meet monthly or as needed.  
 
ANIMAL: Any live, vertebrate creature, domestic or wild, excluding humans. 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL CENTER: Any facility or shelter operated by or for the City of Springfield, including 
the Thomas J. O'Connor Animal Control Center or its successor, or operated by a humane society, for the 
purpose of impounding or caring for Animals. 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER:  Any person designated by the City to enforce this Ordinance or Sections 
137 to 174E, inclusive, of Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws, including but not limited to 
police officers, special police officers, employees of the Department of Health and Human Services, and 
agents of the Thomas J. O'Connor Animal Control Center or its successor. 
 
ANIMAL, DOMESTIC:  Any dog, cat, horse, cow, sheep, goat, pig, domestic fowl, rabbit, guinea pig, 
ferret, hamster, reptile and any other domesticated Animal. 
 
ANIMAL EXHIBITION: Any display containing one or more Animals which are exposed to public view for 
entertainment, instruction or advertisement, but excluding circuses, state and county fairs, livestock 
shows, rodeos, dog and cat shows and competitions, obedience trials and competitions, field trials, and 
any other fairs and exhibitions intended to advance agricultural arts and sciences. 
 
ANIMAL, WILD: Any raccoon, skunk, opossum, squirrel, fox, coyote, turkey, deer, bear, snake, bird or 
similar Animal wild by nature or found in the wild. 
 
COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENT: Any pet shop, shelter, auction, riding school or stable, 
Zoological Park, circus, Animal Exhibition or Kennel. 
 
DANGEROUS DOG: A dog that either (i) without justification, attacks a person or Domestic Animal 
causing physical injury or death, or (ii) behaves in a manner that a reasonable person would believe 
poses an unjustified imminent threat of physical injury or death to a person or to a Domestic Animal. 
 
GROOMING SHOP: A commercial establishment where Animals are bathed, clipped, plucked, or 
otherwise groomed. 
 
KENNEL:  A pack or collection of dogs on a single premise, including a commercial boarding or training 
kennel, commercial breeder kennel, domestic charitable corporation kennel, personal kennel or veterinary 
kennel, provided however, that a person may keep up to four dogs, all of which are sterilized, or up to 

4.14.a

Packet Pg. 124

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

it
y 

C
o

u
n

ci
l O

rd
er

 f
o

r 
A

m
en

d
ed

 A
n

im
al

 O
rd

in
an

ce
  (

29
18

 :
 A

m
en

d
in

g
 A

n
im

al
 C

o
n

tr
o

l O
rd

in
an

ce
s 

2N
d

 &
 3

R
d

 S
te

p
s)



three dogs, any of which are unsterilized, without said dogs being considered a Kennel under this 
Ordinance.  
 
LICENSING AUTHORITY: The City Clerk or his/her designee as provided by the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
NUISANCE DOG: A dog that (i) by excessive barking or other disturbance, is a source of annoyance to a 
sick person residing in the vicinity, or (ii) by excessive barking, causing damage or other interference, is 
disruptive to one’s peace and quiet, or (iii) molests or threatens passersby or passing vehicles, or (iv) 
threatens or attacks Domestic Animals or persons, or (v) trespasses on school grounds or private 
property, or (vi) is found at large three or more times, as documented by an Animal Control Officer, within 
a consecutive twelve month period, or (vii) damages public or private property. 
 
OWNER: Any person, firm, corporation or organization owning, keeping, having an interest in, having 
care, custody or control of, or harboring one or more Animals. An Animal shall be deemed to be harbored 
if it is fed or sheltered for ten consecutive days or more. If the Owner of an Animal is a minor, the 
parent(s) or guardian(s) of said minor shall be considered the Owner. 
 
SECURE ENCLOSURE: A Secure Enclosure shall be a minimum of five feet wide, ten feet long, and six 
feet in height above the grade, with a horizontal top covering said area, all to be at least nine-gauge, 
chain-link fencing with necessary steel supporting posts. The floor shall be at least three inches of poured 
concrete with the bottom edge of said fencing embedded in the concrete or extending at least one foot 
below grade. The gate must fit closely and be securely locked or otherwise deemed secured by an 
Animal Control Officer. If the Secure Enclosure is intended to house a Dangerous Dog or Nuisance Dog, 
the Owner shall post the Secure Enclosure with a clearly visible warning sign that informs people that 
there is a Dangerous Dog or Nuisance Dog on the property. The Secure Enclosure must be locked at all 
times when the dog is unattended by either the Owner or a competent custodian eighteen years of age or 
older. The enclosure must contain and provide protection from the elements for the dog or other Animals 
mentioned before and shall comply with MGL c. 272, § 77. 
 
ZOOLOGICAL PARK: Any facility, other than a pet shop or Kennel, displaying or exhibiting one or more 
non-Domestic Animals operated by any person, partnership or corporation or any governmental agency in 
accordance with Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
§ 110-2. Licensing and rabies vaccination.  
 

A. Each Owner of a dog, cat or ferret that is six months of age or older shall cause such dog, cat or 
ferret to be vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian using a licensed vaccine 
according to the manufacturer’s directions, and shall cause such dog, cat or ferret to be 
revaccinated at intervals recommended by the manufacturer. Unvaccinated dogs, cats or ferrets 
acquired or moved into the Commonwealth shall be vaccinated within thirty days after the 
acquisition or arrival of such Animal into the Commonwealth or upon reaching the age of six 
months, whichever occurs last. It shall be the duty of each veterinarian to complete a certificate of 
rabies vaccination which shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: the Owner’s 
name and address; a description of the Animal, including breed, sex, age, name and distinctive 
markings; the date of vaccination; the rabies vaccination tag number; the type of rabies vaccine 
used; the route of vaccination; the expiration date of the vaccine; and the vaccine lot number. A 
dog, cat or ferret shall be exempt from rabies vaccination if a veterinarian has examined the 
Animal and has certified in writing that vaccinating the Animal at that time would endanger the 
Animal's health because of its age, infirmity, disability, illness or other medical considerations. An 
Animal exempt under this Section must be vaccinated as soon as its health allows.  

 
A. Dog Licenses. 

 
1. Applications for dog licenses shall be made to the Licensing Authority. License 

applications shall include: the name and address of the applicant; a description of the 
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dog; proof of rabies vaccination or proof of rabies vaccination exemption; and the 
appropriate fee. The Owner of a dog may add descriptive words, not more than ten in 
number, upon the license form to indicate the color, breed, weight or special markings of 
the licensed dog. 
 

2. If not revoked, licenses for the keeping of dogs shall be for a period of one year, running 
from April 1 to March 31. Reapplication for a license may be made up to thirty days prior 
to April 1. 

 
3. Application for a license must be made within thirty days after obtaining a dog over six 

months of age or within thirty days after moving a dog into the City. This requirement will 
not apply to a nonresident keeping a dog within the City for fewer than sixty days. 

 
4. License fee exemptions: 

 
a. A license fee shall not be required for seeing-eye dogs, governmental police dogs or 

service dogs as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act or regulations 
promulgated thereunder. 
 

b. A license fee shall not be required for dogs owned by a person aged seventy years 
or over. 

 
c. Persons and entities exempt from paying license fees under this section shall 

nevertheless apply for a license with the Licensing Authority and cause their dogs to 
wear tags issued by the Licensing Authority.  

 
5. Upon acceptance of the application and license fee, the Licensing Authority shall issue a 

durable tag stamped with an identifying number and year of issuance. Tags shall be 
designed so that they may be conveniently fastened or riveted to the dog's collar or 
harness.  

 
6. No license fee or portion thereof shall be refunded because of the subsequent death, 

loss, spaying, removal from the City of Springfield or Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
or other disposal of the dog. 

 
7. Dogs shall be made to wear rabies and license tags at all times.  

 
8. The Licensing Authority shall maintain records of the identifying numbers of all tags 

issued, and shall make these records available to the public.  
 

9. Owners who fail to obtain a license as required within the time period specified in this 
Ordinance shall be subject to impoundment of their dog and a fine of $50. 

 
10. License fees for dogs shall be as follows:  

 
a. Unneutered/Unspayed dog: $25. 

 
b. Neutered/Spayed dog: $5. An applicant for a neutered/spayed dog license shall, as a 

condition of obtaining such license, produce a certificate from the veterinarian who 
spayed or neutered the dog, or, if such certificate cannot be obtained, a receipt of a 
bill from the veterinarian who performed such procedure or a statement signed under 
the pains and penalties of perjury by a veterinarian registered an practicing in the 
Commonwealth describing the dog and stating that the veterinarian has examined 
the dog, which appears to have been spayed or neutered and incapable of 
propagation. 
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c. Dog that has been declared a Dangerous Dog or a Nuisance Dog: $100. 
 

11. A duplicate license may be obtained upon payment of a replacement fee of $2.  
 

12. No person may use any license for any dog other than for the dog for which it was 
issued.  

 
13. All permitted sources of dogs, including shelters, rescue organizations, pet shops, 

professional breeders, and veterinarians, operating within the City of Springfield shall 
notify the Licensing Authority upon the transfer of ownership of any dog. The City Clerk 
may authorize these permitted sources to register dogs and remit the fees to the City 
Clerk's office within five days thereafter.  

 
14. All permitted sources administering anti-rabic vaccines to dogs must notify the Licensing 

Authority upon administering the anti-rabic vaccine to any such dog.  

§ 110-3. Permits for Commercial Animal Establishments.  

A. No person, partnership, or corporation shall operate a Commercial Animal Establishment without 
first obtaining a permit in compliance with this Ordinance. A permit shall not be issued unless the 
applicant is in compliance with this Ordinance and pays the applicable permit fee. 
  

B. The Advisory and Hearing Committee shall promulgate regulations for the issuance of permits, 
and shall include requirements for humane care of all Animals and for compliance with the 
provisions of this Ordinance and other applicable laws. The Advisory and Hearing Committee 
may amend such regulations from time to time as is deemed desirable for public health and 
welfare and for the protection of Animals.  

 
C. Permits for Commercial Animal Establishments shall be for a period of one year, running from 

April 1 to March 31. Renewal applications may be made up to thirty days prior to April 1. 
Application for a permit to establish a new Commercial Animal Establishment under the 
provisions of this Ordinance may be made at any time. Any person, partnership, or corporation 
operating a Commercial Animal Establishment within the City who fails to license the same by 
April 1 of each year shall pay a penalty of $100 per month.  
 

D. If there is a change of ownership of a Commercial Animal Establishment, the new owner may 
have the current permit transferred to his name upon payment of a transfer fee of $25. 
 

E. Annual permits shall be issued upon payment of the applicable fee after inspection by an Animal 
Control Officer for each:  
 

1. Kennel authorized to house fewer than ten dogs: $50.  
 

2. Kennel authorized to house ten or more but fewer than fifty dogs: $100.  
 

3. Kennel authorized to house fifty or more dogs: $150.  
 

4. Zoological Park: $100.  
 

5. Circus: $150.  
 

6. Animal Exhibition: $100.  
 

7. Grooming Shop: $50.  
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F. Every facility at a different address regulated by this Ordinance shall be considered a separate 
enterprise and shall require a separate permit. 
 

G. Operators of Kennels may elect to license dogs individually. 
 

H. Failure to obtain a permit before opening any facility covered in this Ordinance shall result in a 
fine of up to $200.  
 

I. Any Commercial Animal Establishment which has a change in the category under which a permit 
was issued shall be subject to reclassification, and appropriate adjustment of the permit fee shall 
be made.  
 

J. A dog under the age of six months shall not be counted in determining the number of dogs kept in 
a Kennel under this Section. 
 

K. Kennel licenses shall be issued without charge to a domestic charitable corporation incorporated 
exclusively for the purpose of protecting Animals from cruelty, neglect or abuse. 

§ 110-4. License and permit issuance, suspension and revocation.  

A. The City or Licensing Authority may revoke any permit or license granted under this Ordinance if 
the person holding the permit or license refuses or fails to comply with this Ordinance, regulations 
promulgated by the City or any law governing the protection and keeping of Animals.  
 

B. Any person whose permit or license is revoked shall, within ten days thereafter, be responsible 
for the placement or humane disposal of all Animals owned, kept or harbored, and no part of the 
permit or license fee shall be refunded. Failure to place or humanely dispose of any Animal kept 
or harbored shall result in a fine of up to $200.  
 

C. It shall be a condition of the issuance of any permit or license that an Animal Control Officer be 
permitted to inspect all Animals and the premises where Animals are kept at any reasonable time 
with reasonable notice. If permission for such inspections is refused, such permit or license of the 
refusing Owner may be refused, suspended or revoked by the Licensing Authority.  
 

D. If an applicant for a license or permit has withheld or falsified any information on the application, 
the Licensing Authority may refuse, suspend or revoke such license or permit.  
 

E. No person who has been convicted of any crime involving cruelty to Animals shall be issued a 
permit or license of any kind under this Ordinance for a period of five years from the date of 
conviction. 
 

F. Any person having been denied a license or permit may reapply after the conditions upon which 
denial was based have been corrected. Each reapplication shall be accompanied by a fee of $25.  

§ 110-5. Restraint and control of Animals; public nuisances; barking dogs.  

A. All Animals, with the exception of sterilized cats, shall be kept under restraint when in public. 
Restraint shall mean a leash, lead, or other physical restraint. Dogs must be on a leash not more 
than six feet long, except in cases where the dog is under voice control of a person and that 
person has a leash in his possession and except when the dog is confined in a fenced-in area or 
pen. 
  

B. Every Owner shall exercise proper care and control of his Animals to prevent them from 
becoming a public nuisance.  
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C. The Owner of a reproductively whole dog or cat over the age of six months found to be at large 
shall be subject to a fine of $100 per violation.  
 

1. The Owner of the dog or cat shall have the option of paying this fine of $100 or, in the 
alternative, the Owner may, within ten days of the violation, have the dog or cat spayed 
or neutered. If the Owner elects to have the dog or cat spayed or neutered, the Owner 
shall present proof of same to the City Clerk in lieu of payment of the fine. The City Clerk, 
upon receipt of proof that the dog or cat has been spayed or neutered, shall waive the 
$100 fine. Proof requires written verification by the veterinarian who performed the 
sterilization that the dog or cat has been sterilized.  
 

2. If a reproductively whole dog or cat is found to be at large on three occasions, as 
documented by an Animal Control Officer, the Animal shall be surgically sterilized and 
microchipped before being returned to the Owner. The Owner shall bear all costs 
associated with this service and the fine of $100 shall be imposed.  

 
3. The Chief Animal Control Officer may waive the sterilization requirement if he/she finds 

that the Animal's health may be endangered by the sterilization procedure (examples 
include an old Animal or an Animal in poor health).  

 
D. It shall be unlawful for any person owning, keeping, harboring, or possessing any Animals to 

permit the same to go at large any time within the limits of the City, to the damage or annoyance 
of any of the residents of the City.  
 

E. Barking dogs. No Owner of a dog shall allow said dog to annoy another person's reasonable right 
to peace or privacy by making loud or continuous noise, where such noise is plainly audible at a 
distance of one hundred feet from the building, premises or vehicle housing said dog, or such 
noise is continuous for ten minutes or more. The fact that such noise is plainly audible at said 
distance or for ten minutes or more shall be prima facie evidence of a violation.  
 

F. Notwithstanding any other ordinance, rule or regulation to the contrary, no Owner of an Animal 
shall allow his Animal to be upon any school grounds between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. on any day that schools are in session or during any athletic event or contest, regardless of 
the time of day or whether school is in session or not (except for a school team mascot or service 
Animals).  

§ 110-6. Impoundment; violation notices.  

A. Impoundment. 
 
1. Any Animal found at large or determined to be a public nuisance may be taken by an Animal 

Control Officer and impounded and confined in a humane manner.  
  

2. An Animal Control Officer, Animal Control Center or veterinarian with custody of an 
impounded or stray Animal shall make a reasonable attempt to contact the Owner of such 
Animal if the Owner can be identified. 

 
3. An Animal Control Center or veterinarian may, in its sole discretion, administer veterinary 

care to sick or injured Animals impounded under Section 110-6(A) or Section 110-6(B). If the 
Owner of the Animal can be identified, the Owner shall be responsible for payment of such 
veterinary expenses.  
 

4. If the Owner of an Animal impounded under Section 110-6(A) or Section 110-6(B) has not 
reclaimed it within seven days of the date of the impoundment, or any lesser minimum period 
permitted by the General Laws of the Commonwealth, an Animal Control Officer may release 
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the Animal for adoption or humanely euthanize the Animal. If a licensed veterinarian states in 
writing that the Animal is in significant pain and has no reasonable chance of recovering or 
having a good quality of life, the Animal may be humanely euthanized at any time. The City 
shall not be liable for any disposition of Animals in accordance with this section. 

 
5. Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, the Owner of any impounded Animal may 

redeem the Animal, upon payment to the City of the following:  
 

a. An impound fee of $40.00 for each Animal redeemed;  
 

b. A boarding fee of $15.00 per Animal, per day;  
 

c. All outstanding fines, except for any fine of which a timely appeal is pending;  
 

d. All veterinary charges, drugs and other medical expenses;  
 

e. The cost of sterilization, if applicable;  
 

f. The cost of rabies vaccination, if applicable; and  
 

g. The cost of license and registration, if applicable;  
 

h. The cost of microchip implantation and registration, if applicable. At the request of the 
Owner, the Animal Control Center shall provide an itemized list of charges.  

§ 110-7. Sterilization.  

The Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control Center shall not release a dog or cat for adoption without first 
sterilizing the dog or cat, except where a veterinarian states in writing that sterilization would place the 
dog or cat at considerable risk due to poor health. 

§ 110-8. Animal care standards.  

A. No person shall chain or tether a dog to a stationary object for longer than twelve consecutive 
hours. Any tethering employed shall not allow the dog to leave the Owner’s property. The tether 
shall be designed for dogs and no logging chains or other lines or devices not designed for 
tethering dogs shall be used. No chain or tether shall weigh more than one-eighth of the dog’s 
body weight. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a person from walking a dog on 
a hand-held leash. No dog under the age of six months shall be tethered outside for any length of 
time. 
 

B. A person owning or keeping a dog may confine such dog outside, subject to the restrictions in this 
section, through the use of any of the following methods: 
 

1. inside a pen, if the following conditions are met: 
 
a. the pen shall have adequate space for exercise with a dimension of at least one 

hundred square feet; provided, however, that commercial dog kennels with pens 
intended for the temporary boarding of dogs shall be exempt from this requirement; 
 

b. the pen is constructed with chain link or other similar material as determined by the 
Building Inspector, with all sides enclosed; and 

 
c. the minimum height of the fence shall be adequate to successfully confine the dog; 
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2. a fully fenced, electronically fenced or otherwise securely enclosed yard, wherein a dog 
has the ability to run but is unable to leave the enclosed yard; or 
 

3. a trolley system or a tether attached to a pulley in a cable run, if the following conditions 
are met: 

 
a. only one dog shall be tethered to each cable run; 

 
b. the tether shall be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the dog, 

with enough room to fit two adult fingers between the collar and the dog’s throat 
through; provided, however, that a choke collar or pinch collar shall not be used to 
tether a dog to a cable run; 

 
c. there shall be a swivel on at least one end of the tether to minimize tangling of the 

tether; 
 

d. the tether and cable run must each be at least ten feet in length. The cable must be 
mounted at least four feet but not more than seven feet above ground level; and 

 
e. the length of the tether from the cable run to the dog’s collar or harness shall allow 

continuous access to clean water and appropriate shelter at all times as described in 
section 110-8(C); and 

 
f. the tether system shall be of appropriate configuration to confine the dog to the 

Owner’s property, to prevent the trolley system or tether from extending over an 
object to an edge that could result in injury to or strangulation of the dog and to 
prevent the trolley system or tether from becoming tangled with other objects or 
animals. 

 
C. A person owning or keeping a dog confined outside in accordance with this Ordinance shall 

provide the dog with access to clean water and appropriate dog shelter. The dog shelter shall 
allow the dog to remain dry and protected from the elements and shall be fully enclosed on at 
least three sides, roofed and have a solid floor and be sufficiently insulated and ventilated to 
protect the dog from exposure to extreme temperatures. The entrance to the shelter shall be 
flexible to allow the dog’s entry and exit, and sturdy enough to block entry of weather elements. 
The shelter shall contain clean bedding and shall be small enough to retain the dog’s body heat 
and large enough to allow the dog to stand, lie down and turn comfortably. The enclosure shall be 
structurally sound and in good repair. Suitable drainage shall be provided so that water, ice or 
waste is not standing in or around the shelter. 
 

D. No person owning or keeping a dog shall subject the dog to cruel conditions at any time. For the 
purposes of this subsection, “cruel conditions” shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

 
1. filthy and dirty confinement conditions including, but not limited to, exposure to excessive 

animal waste, garbage, dirty water, noxious odors, dangerous objects that could injure or 
kill a dog upon contact or other circumstances that could cause harm to a dog’s physical 
or emotional health; 
 

2. extreme weather, including but not limited to times when a heat or cold advisory is in 
effect and times when an extreme weather advisory has been issued for the area; and 

 
3. taunting, prodding, hitting, harassing, threatening or otherwise harming a tethered or 

confined dog. 
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E. Every Owner shall provide his Animals with good and wholesome food and water, proper shelter 
and protection from the weather, veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering, and provide 
humane care and treatment.  
 

F. No person shall beat, cruelly treat, torment, overload, overwork, or otherwise abuse an Animal, or 
cause, instigate or permit any dog fight, cock fight, or bullfight, or any other combat between 
Animals or between Animals and humans. 

 
G. Where, in the opinion of an Animal Control Officer, any treatment of a dog in violation of this 

Ordinance places the dog at imminent risk, the Animal Control Officer may immediately remove 
and impound the dog for its own protection. 
 

H. A person who violates this section shall, for a first offense, be issued a written warning or 
punished by a fine of not more than $50, for a second offense, be punished by a fine of not more 
than $100 and for a third or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $300, 
and be subject to impoundment of the dog in a local shelter at the Owner’s expense pending 
compliance with this section, or loss of ownership of the dog. 

§ 110-9. Chief Animal Control Officer; Advisory and Hearing Committee.  

A. Chief Animal Control Officer. The City, through the Mayor or his/her designee, shall appoint a 
Chief Animal Control Officer, whose primary responsibilities shall include the enforcement and 
implementation of this Ordinance or any rules and regulations promulgated thereunder. The Chief 
Animal Control Officer shall be responsible for coordinating and administering the City’s Animal 
control activities in accordance with any goals, policies, and procedures established by the 
Springfield City Council or Department of Health and Human Services, and shall be under the 
direction and supervision of the Mayor. 
 

B. Advisory and Hearing Committee. The Advisory and Hearing Committee shall have the power to:  
 

1. Meet monthly or at such times as the Chairperson or a majority of the Committee deems 
necessary; 
  

2. Study, review and issue written reports on issues dealing with dogs or other Animals in 
the City; 

 
3. Make recommendations to the Mayor and the City Council for the improvement of 

Ordinances of the City as they relate to dogs and other Animals in the City; 
 

4. Impose fines for violations of this Ordinance and set the amount of fines where not 
specifically provided by this Ordinance, provided however, that no fine imposed under 
this Ordinance shall exceed $300 per violation; 

 
5. Hold hearings to determine whether a dog is a Dangerous Dog or a Nuisance Dog, and 

to review orders to destroy; and 
 

6. Make rules and regulations, not inconsistent with this Ordinance and state and federal 
law, for the efficient and orderly conduct of their business and the control and care of 
Animals in the City. 

§ 110-10. Dangerous Dogs and Nuisance Dogs  

A. Any person may file a complaint in writing to the Advisory and Hearing Committee that a dog 
owned or kept in the City is a Nuisance Dog or a Dangerous Dog. To consider declaring a dog a 
Nuisance Dog or a Dangerous Dog, an Animal Control Officer of the City may initiate a special 

4.14.a

Packet Pg. 132

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

it
y 

C
o

u
n

ci
l O

rd
er

 f
o

r 
A

m
en

d
ed

 A
n

im
al

 O
rd

in
an

ce
  (

29
18

 :
 A

m
en

d
in

g
 A

n
im

al
 C

o
n

tr
o

l O
rd

in
an

ce
s 

2N
d

 &
 3

R
d

 S
te

p
s)



hearing before the Advisory and Hearing Committee to consider any evidence collected and take 
charge of and impound the Animal. The Animal Control Center shall notify the Owner of the dog 
by certified letter, or Sheriff's Department hand delivery of such special hearing, and the Owner 
may attend and have an opportunity to be heard. Special hearings under this Section shall be 
public meetings under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. At this special hearing, 
the Advisory and Hearing Committee will determine whether to declare such dog a Nuisance Dog 
or a Dangerous Dog, based on the facts presented and the definition of the terms “Dangerous 
Dog” and “Nuisance Dog” in Section 110-1. If the dog is declared a Nuisance Dog or Dangerous 
Dog, the City Clerk shall notify the abutter(s) next door and across the street by regular mail and 
in the classified section of the local newspaper (i.e., Animals: dogs and cats section) of such 
finding at the Owner's sole expense. No dog shall be declared a Dangerous Dog:  
 

1. Solely based upon growling or barking; 
2. Based upon the breed of the dog; or 
3. If the dog was reacting to another Animal or to a person and the dog’s reaction was not 

grossly disproportionate to any of the following circumstances: 
 

a. The dog was protecting or defending itself, its offspring, another Domestic Animal 
or a person from assault or attack; 
 

b. The person who was attacked or threatened by the dog was committing a crime 
upon the person or property of the Owner of the dog; 

 
c. The person who was attacked or threatened by the dog was engaged in teasing, 

tormenting, battering, assaulting, injuring or otherwise provoking the dog; or 
 

d. At the time of the attack or threat, the person or Animal that was attacked or 
threatened by the dog had breached an enclosure or structure in which the dog 
was kept apart from the public and such person or Animal was not authorized by 
the Owner of the premises to be within such enclosure including but not limited to 
a gated, fenced-in area if the gate was closed, whether locked or unlocked; 
provided however that if a person is under the age of seven, it shall be a 
rebuttable presumption that such person was not committing a crime, provoking 
the dog or trespassing. 

 
B. Dogs declared to be Nuisance Dogs or Dangerous Dogs. 

 
1. If the Advisory and Hearing Committee deems a dog to be a Nuisance Dog or a 

Dangerous Dog, the Committee may order one or more of the following: 
 

a. that the dog be humanely restrained; 
  

b. that the dog be confined to the premises of the Owner of the dog; provided, 
however, that “confined” shall mean securely confined indoors or confined 
outdoors in a securely enclosed and locked pen or dog run area upon the 
premises of the Owner; provided however, that such confinement shall comply 
with Section 110-8 of this Ordinance. 

 
c. that, whenever the dog is removed from the premises of the Owner, the dog shall 

be securely and humanely muzzled and restrained with a chain or other tethering 
device having a minimum tensile strength of three hundred pounds and not 
exceeding three feet in length; 

 
d. that the animal shall be surgically sterilized and microchipped with the microchip 

registered to the City, with all costs associated with these services to be borne by 
the Owner; 
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e. that the Owner construct, within two weeks from the date of decision, a Secure 

Enclosure to house the dog when it is in the Owner's yard. The Advisory and 
Hearing Committee may order that, during the construction period, the dog be 
publicly impounded at an animal shelter or a private veterinary hospital until the 
Secure Enclosure is constructed. If the Owner chooses not to build a Secure 
Enclosure in accordance with the Committee’s order or if said dog is found on a 
property not owned or controlled by its Owner or not restrained in the Secure 
Enclosure, an order that the dog be euthanized may be issued by the Advisory 
and Hearing Committee. The effectiveness of the Secure Enclosure shall be 
subject to periodic inspections by an Animal Control Officer, as deemed 
necessary. The fee for said inspection shall be $75. If the Owner is found 
violating the Secure Enclosure requirements, immediate public impoundment of 
the dog shall be done by the Animal Control Center during the time the violation 
continues to exist, and the Owner shall bear all cost(s) for such public 
impoundment. The fine for such violation shall be $200 per day;  
 

f. that ownership of the dog may not be transferred unless the transfer of 
ownership is to an adult residing within the same residence and said dog shall 
remain housed solely at that residence; 

 
g. that, if the Owner of the dog fails to appear at a hearing in front of the Advisory 

and Hearing Committee and the dog is declared a Dangerous Dog, the dog shall 
be impounded and/or euthanized; and/or 

 
h. that the dog be humanely euthanized, immediately, or summarily upon the 

Owner’s failure to comply with conditions imposed by the Advisory and Hearing 
Committee. 

 
C. With regard to Dangerous Dogs and Nuisance Dogs, if there are no additional instances of the 

dangerous or nuisance behavior within a thirty-six-month period from the date of designation, the 
dog shall be removed from the list of Dangerous Dogs and/or Nuisance Dogs. The dog may, but 
is not required to be, removed from the list of Dangerous Dogs and/or Nuisance Dogs prior to the 
expiration of the thirty-six-month period if the Owner of the dog demonstrates to the Committee at 
a special hearing that changes in circumstances or measures taken by the Owner, such as 
training, have mitigated the risk to the public safety. 
  

D. Any and all costs for the impounding a Dangerous Dog will be borne by the Owner unless 
determined otherwise by the Advisory and Hearing Committee or court of final appeal. An Owner 
reclaiming a Dangerous Dog shall pay an administrative fee of $40, plus the following costs, 
where applicable:  
 

1. A boarding fee of $22 per dog, per day;  
 

2. All outstanding fines, except for any fine for which a timely appeal is pending;  
 

3. All veterinary charges, drug and other medical expenses;  
 

4. The cost of sterilization;  
 

5. The cost of rabies vaccinations;  
 

6. The cost of license and registration; and  
 

7. The cost of microchip implantation and registration. 
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§ 110-11. Animal waste.  

A. The Owner or person in possession of any Animal shall be responsible for the removal of any 
fecal matter deposited by such Animal(s) on public walks, recreation areas or private property.  
 

B. The Owner or person in possession of any Animal on any public walk, street, recreation area or 
private property, shall possess the means of removal of any fecal matter left by such Animal.  
 

C. For the purpose of this section, the means of removal shall include any tool, implement or other 
device carried for the purpose of picking up or containing such fecal matter.  
 

D. Any Owner or person in possession of an Animal who fails to comply with the provisions of this 
section shall be subject to a fine in the amount of $50 for the first offense, $100 for the second 
offense, and $300 for the third and subsequent offenses.  

§ 110-12. Wild Animals  

A. The keeping of Wild Animals must meet all requirements of state and federal laws. 
 

B. No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any Wild Animals, wild-hybrid Animals 
or vicious Animals for display or for exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee, unless 
all requirements of state and federal laws are met. This subsection shall not be construed to 
apply to Zoological Parks, Animal Exhibitions or circuses.  

 
C. Any Owner of an Animal who fails to comply with the provisions of this section shall be subject to 

a fine in the amount of $50 for the first offense, $100 for the second offense, and $300 for the 
third and subsequent offenses. Any Animal Control Officer may remove the offending Animal to a 
suitable animal shelter, and any charges to recover said Animal shall be payable by the Owner.  

§ 110-13. Issuance of citations.  

Animal Control Officers shall be authorized to issue a citation to any individual who, in his/her opinion, is 
in violation of any part of this Ordinance.  

§ 110-14. Delegation of responsibilities.  

The Mayor, City Clerk or Police Commissioner may appoint designees as the authority to fulfill such 
responsibilities of the City under this Ordinance. Notice of such designation shall be filed with the City 
Clerk no less than fifteen days before the effective date of any such designation. The City Clerk may, in 
his or her discretion, designate an agent or agents for Animal licensing.  

§ 110-15. Enforcement; recordkeeping.  

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be enforced by Animal Control Officers. It shall be a violation of this 
Ordinance to interfere with an Animal Control Officer in the performance of his/her duties. All Animal 
Control Officers shall submit reports of violations of this Ordinance to the Thomas J. O'Connor Animal 
Control Center and the Police Department. The Elections Office, as part of the annual census, shall make 
a list of all dogs owned by the inhabitants of the City and shall give copies of such list to the City Clerk 
and Chief Animal Control Officer. An Owner of a dog in the City who refuses to answer or answers falsely 
in response to a request from the Elections Office under this section shall be punished by a fine of $25. 

§ 110-16. Violations and penalties.  
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A. Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance may be penalized by a fine. Unless 
otherwise provided in this Ordinance, the fine shall be $50 for each violation or for each day 
during which the violation is committed, continued, or permitted. Where this Ordinance 
provides for a maximum fine, the Advisory and Hearing Committee shall set the amount of 
the fine after considering the circumstances of the violation. 
 

B. If any person is found guilty by a court of violating any part of this Ordinance, his permit to 
own, keep, harbor, or have custody of Animals may be revoked. 

 
§ 110-17. Payment Deadlines and Penalties 
 

A. All fines, fees and penalties under this Chapter shall be due and payable thirty days from the 
date printed on the bill or other notice, or in the absence of a bill or other notice, within thirty 
days from the date of the service or violation. 
  

B. If payment of a fine, fee or penalty is not made within the deadline set forth in Section 110-
17(A), a late payment charge of $25 shall be assessed for each individual fine, fee or penalty. 

 
C. If payment of a fine, fee or penalty is not made within sixty days of the date printed on the bill 

or other notice, or in the absence of a bill or other notice, within sixty days from the date of 
the service or violation, interest at twelve percent per annum shall be assessed on all 
outstanding amounts, including the amount of late payment charges imposed under Section 
110-17(B). 

 
D. Fines, fees, penalties and associated late payment charges and interest under this Chapter 

shall be collected by the City Collector or his/her designated deputies. 
 
E. Outstanding fees and associated late payment charges and interest shall become a 

municipal lien against the Owner’s property in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 40 
§ 58. 

 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Ryan J. Barry 
Associate City Solicitor 
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	Full Agenda
	I. Possible Public Speak-Out Time 4:30 PM
	Call to Order
	Roll Call
	A. Hearing-Delayed from Cancelled Meeting on 1-26-15
	1. 2907 : State St, Main Stg, Union St, E. Columbus Ave
	a. 3168_Casino_Overlay_District_2014_CC

	2. 2954 : SS Cliton Street
	Printout: 2954 : SS Cliton Street
	a. Clinton_St_SS_Formal_Tax
	b. Clinton_St_SS_2014
	c. SS CLINTON BB TAXES
	d. SS CLINTON MAPS
	e. SS Clinton ST

	3. 2955 : 6 Liberty Street
	Printout: 2955 : 6 Liberty Street
	a. Liberty_St_6_Formal_Tax
	b. Liberty_St_6_2014
	c. 6 Liberty ST NNCC

	4. 2956 : 126 Memorial Drive
	Printout: 2956 : 126 Memorial Drive
	a. Memorial_Drive_126_Tax_Formal
	b. Memorial_Dr_126_2015

	5. 2957 : 712 Boston Road
	Printout: 2957 : 712 Boston Road
	a. Boston_Rd_712_Tax_Formal
	b. Boston_Rd_712_2015


	B. Regular Meeting - Delayed from Cancelled Meeting on 2-2-15
	C. Communications
	1. 2946 : December Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report
	Printout: 2946 : December Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report
	a. December Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report


	D. Reports of Committee

	II. Informational
	1. 2934 : NS William Street
	a. 3169_NS_William_St_2015_CC

	2. 2935 : 425 Central Street
	a. 3170_425_Central_St_2015_CC


	III. Grants
	3. 2949 : MMRS Grant - No Match - $75,000.00
	Printout: 2949 : MMRS Grant - No Match - $75,000.00
	a. FFY14 MMRS Grant Award Letter & Set-Up Form

	4. 2951 : FY15 VAWA Grant - $64,000.00 - No Match Required
	Printout: 2951 : FY15 VAWA Grant - $64,000.00 - No Match Required
	a. VAWA2014-15 (2)

	5. 2953 : TJO Vet Grant - No Match Required ($16,530)
	Printout: 2953 : TJO Vet Grant - No Match Required ($16,530)
	a. TJO Vet Grant

	6. 2944 : ALA Grant Increase- No Match Required ($1,900)
	Printout: 2944 : ALA Grant Increase- No Match Required ($1,900)
	a. Library Grant Increase
	b. ala receipt


	IV. General Business
	7. 2923 : Casino Ethics Ordinance - 2Nd Step
	Printout: 2923 : Casino Ethics Ordinance - 2Nd Step

	8. 2947 : Union Station Redevlopment  $3,200,000
	Printout: 2947 : Union Station Redevlopment  $3,200,000
	a. CAFO cert 3.2 Union Station

	9. 2945 : Budget Transfer W/In a Department $518,893
	Printout: 2945 : Budget Transfer W/In a Department $518,893
	a. CAFO Certification PD OTPS Transfer

	10. 2959 : FY15 Budget Transfer - Other Financing Use to Parks & Facilities - $126,767.46
	Printout: 2959 : FY15 Budget Transfer - Other Financing Use to Parks & Facilities - $126,767.46

	11. 2948 : Transfer of Unexpended Bond Proceeds
	Printout: 2948 : Transfer of Unexpended Bond Proceeds
	a. Unexpended Proceeds Transfer Accounts list
	b. CAFO cert Unexpended Bond Proceeds

	12. 2950 : Transfer from Reserve for Contingencies to Facilities - $53,139.14
	Printout: 2950 : Transfer from Reserve for Contingencies to Facilities - $53,139.14
	a. CAFO Certification Catherine St. Transfer
	b. Catharine Street Letter - Pat Sullivan

	13. 2952 : Bill of Prior Year - HRLR - $3969.50
	Printout: 2952 : Bill of Prior Year - HRLR - $3969.50
	a. CAFO Certification BOPY - HRLR
	b. 2.2.15 - Prior Year Bills Schedule 1

	14. 2918 : Amending Animal Control Ordinances 2Nd & 3Rd Steps
	Printout: 2918 : Amending Animal Control Ordinances 2Nd & 3Rd Steps
	a. City Council Order for Amended Animal Ordinance


	V. Suspension of Rules

	Appendix
	A.2 · 2954 : SS Cliton Street
	A.2.a · Clinton_St_SS_Formal_Tax
	A.2.b · Clinton_St_SS_2014
	A.2.c · SS CLINTON BB TAXES
	A.2.d · SS CLINTON MAPS
	A.2.e · SS Clinton ST
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