
 CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

City Clerk’s Office        3/16/2016 12:00:00 PM 

Regular Meeting Agenda~ 
  

 

I hereby notify you that at twelve o’clock noon today the following items of business had been 

filed with this office and can be acted upon at the meeting in City Council Chambers, Room 200 at City 

Hall, 36 Court Street Monday evening March 21, 2016 at 07:00 PM according to Section 12, Rules and 

Orders of the City Council. 
 

City Clerk 
 

City of Springfield Page 1 Printed 3/17/2016 

Possible Public Speak-Out Time 6:30 PM 

 

Call to Order 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on March 21, 2016 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

 

 

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

Reports of Committee 

 

(1.) February Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 February Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (PDF) 

Informational 

 

(2.) Arch Street 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 3-9-2016 notice Arch (PDF) 

 Petition Arch (PDF) 

 Plan Arch St. (PDF) 

(3.) Birnie Avenue 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 COMCAST REPORT - Birnie Ave.  3-9-2016 (PDF) 

 Plan Bernie Ave. (PDF) 

 3-9-2016 notice Birnie Ave. & Arch (PDF) 

 Petition Birnie Ave. (PDF) 

(4.) To Change a Portion of the Zoning of the Property Known as 1130 Bay Street (01085-

0128)  from Business B to Industrial A. 1130 Bay Street Recommend 

PETITIONER: MassConn Excavating & Landscaping, 

LLC  
  

ADDRESS: 1130 Bay Street   
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CHANGE REQUESTED: Bus B to Ind A 

  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 3181_1130_Bay_St_2016 (PDF) 

 3181_1130_Bay_St_2016_CC (PDF) 

Grants 

 

(5.) Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers (MLCHC) Emergency Preparedness 

for HSH - No Match Required $2,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 MLCHC Emergency Preparedness (PDF) 

Orders 

 

(6.) Treasurer's Department -  Request for 5-Year Contract Approval (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Certification - Banking Five Year Contract Request (PDF) 

(7.) Transfer of Unexpended Bond Proceeds from Putnam Vocational Technical Academy 

Construction Project (Mayor Sarno) 
$1,000,000 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Project Sign off - Putnam & White St. (PDF) 

 CAFO Cert - Unexpended Bond Proceeds - Putnam to City Hall Repairs (PDF) 

(8.) Order Approving a Contract in Excess of 3 Years for the School Foodservice RFP (Mayor 

Sarno) 

A  contract up to five (5) years is requested.  The U.S. Dept. Of Agriculture's regulations 

allow for a one-year contract with up to four (4), one-year renewals.    

(9.) Bond Authorization - MSBA Projects (Brunton, STEM, Walsh, Public Day) - $9,103,543 

(Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Cert - Bond Order - MSBA Projects (Brunton, STEM, Walsh, Public Day) (PDF) 

(10.) Bond Authorization - Food Service Building - $7,000,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Cert - Bond Order - Food Service Building (PDF) 

(11.) Bond Authorization - Police Vehicles - $1,125,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Cert - Bond Order - Police Vehicles (PDF) 

(12.) Bond Authorization - DPW Vehicles - $923,925 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Cert - Bond Order - DPW Vehicles (PDF) 

(13.) Free Cash to Procurement: Advertising - $ $52,500 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Certification - Procurement Advertising Transfer (PDF) 

(14.) Bill of Prior Year - IT Department - $7,290.00 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Munis Maintenance Bill (PDF) 

 CAFO Cert - IT BOPY (PDF) 
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General Business 

 

(15.) An Act Filling Vacancies in Ward Seats of the City Council by Special Election 

(16.) (ID # 3423) - Amending Ordinance Chapter 73 Article II Section 13 

Please see attached document 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Amended Ordinance §73 (DOCX) 

(17.) (ID # 3438) - Amending Ordinance Chapter 49 - Establishment of Bliss House Historic 

District 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Amended Ordinance §49-15 (DOCX) 

 Bliss_House(Cover_Letter_City_Council) (PDF) 

 Final_Report_Bliss_House_LHD (PDF) 

 Bliss_House_LHD(02_29_2016) (JPG) 

Suspension of Rules 
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                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 
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February Revenue Vs. Expenditure Report (Mayor Sarno) 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Department of Public Works 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: General 
  Prepared By: Hector Velez 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Hector Velez 

 Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 PETITION (ID # 3437) DOC ID: 3437  

Updated: 3/15/2016 9:34 AM by Hector Velez  Page 1 

Arch Street 

CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Date: March 11, 2016                    

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD: 

 The Board of Public Works, to which was referred the petition of Comcast of 

Massachusetts LL dated November 2, 2015, to install two hundred six (206’) feet of 4” PVC 

conduit with fiber optic and coax cable in  Arch Street , beginning at existing Comcast vault, 

which is located in the sidewalk on the south side of Arch Street, then continuing with 4” PVC 

conduit 10 feet off curb northerly direction then turn westerly direction  parallel to the curb line 

hundred eight (180’) feet  to a proposed  48”x36” vault on the sidewalk located between #23 & 

#33 buildings on Arch Street., all as substantially shown on a plan attached, dated 11/5/2015, 

which is incorporated herein by reference and to lay and maintain underground cables and Fiber 

Optic lines in public ways for the purpose to provide service to the area, reports thereon as 

follows: 

 By virtue of Chapter 708 of the Acts of 1977 the Board of Public Works held the hearing 

on the above matter provided for in Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws.  The hearing 

was held on March 9, 2016 at 5:15 P.M. In front of #23 Arch Street (Pentecostal Church) 

Springfield, MA after due notice from the office of the City Clerk.  Two (2) members of the 

Board and one (1) person interested in the matter were present.  Of the latter, one (1) voted in 

favor of and no-one (0) voted against. 

 

 The Board finds the request necessary in order that the company can upgrade the 

underground facilities to greatly improve the quality and reliability of communication services in 

the area.  

 

 After careful consideration, the Board recommends the petition be granted 

provided: 
 

That due care for public safety is exercised during construction including but not 

limited to the use of a police officer(s) for traffic control if necessary. 
 

2.2
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 That said construction would not unnecessarily interfere with the movement of 

vehicular or pedestrian traffic in the area.            
    

 

 That care be taken during said construction not to damage any underground 

services.  

  

 That the construction site be returned to the same condition as found or better. 

 Said company shall indemnify and save harmless against all damages, costs and 

expenses whatsoever to which the City may be subjected in consequence of the 

acts or neglect of said Company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising 

from the rights and privileges granted it by the City. 
  

 In addition said company shall, before a public way is disturbed for the laying of 

its wire or conduit, execute its bond in the penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars 

($10,000) conditioned for faithful performance of its duties under this permit. 
                 
 Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing Ordinances and 

orders and comply with any changes in Ordinances and orders as may hereafter be 

adopted by the Mayor and Council governing the construction and maintenance of 

buried cable, conduits and wires. 
 

 That any sidewalks that are damaged or removed will be replaced in kind and in 

accordance with the City of Springfield's Standard Specifications.   
             

 That ramps for the handicapped will be provided if and where required by law and 

in conformance with the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts 

Architectural Barrier Board.   

                  
 That any curbing that is disturbed during construction will be reset to the 

established street grade using proper construction procedures. 
 

 That all proposed silo, manhole and hexhole covers will conform to and be 

compatible with established street, treebelt or sidewalk grades with suitable non-

skid covers when in the sidewalk area. 
 

 That the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission be notified before 

construction begins.  All installations of adjacent utilities must be a minimum of 4 

feet from the existing water and/or sewer main, edge to edge of pipe. 
 

 That asphalt trench restoration be done in accordance with the City of Springfield 

DPW requirements. 
 

 That all conditions set forth in the respective order are complied with.  

 

 

2.2
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___________________________ ) 

___________________________ ) BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

___________________________ ) 

2.2
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DEPARTMENTAL AND INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCES 

CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

   DATE: February 24, 2016  

   

 TO: Wayman Lee, Esq. FROM: Hector Velez, DPW Engineer 

  City Clerk  on behalf of BPW  

 

DEPARTMENT:  City Clerk SUBJECT: Board’s agenda for: 

March 9, 2016 

  

                                                   .                                 

                             

 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
                             

 

Wednesday, March 9, 2016 – In front of #23 Arch Street (Pentecostal Church) Springfield, MA 

at 5:15 P.M 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Communications    

Old Business                      

 

New Business: Arch Street  

COMCAST 

 

 HEARING RE:  To install 206 feet of 4 inches conduit with fiber optic & Coax Cable line 

 on Arch Street.  

2.2.a
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Department of Public Works 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: General 
  Prepared By: Hector Velez 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Hector Velez 

 Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 PETITION (ID # 3436) DOC ID: 3436  

Updated: 3/15/2016 9:36 AM by Hector Velez  Page 1 

Birnie Avenue 

CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Date: March 11, 2016                    

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD: 

 The Board of Public Works, to which was referred the petition of Comcast of 

Massachusetts LL dated February 2, 2016, to install eight hundred forty-five (845’) feet of 4” 

PVC conduit with fiber optic and coax cable in Birnie Avenue , beginning at existing Comcast 

vault, which is located in the northerly sidewalk on Wason Avenue, then continuing with 4” 

PVC conduit southerly across Wason Avenue to Birnie Avenue about four hundred fifty five 

(459’) feet  parallel to the easterly curb 8 to 10 feet off curb  line on Birnie Avenue to a proposed  

48”x36” vault on the sidewalk in front of building #367 and continuing southerly three hundred 

eighty-six (386’) feet to existing vault located on the sidewalk in front of Building #354, all as 

substantially shown on a plan attached, dated 2/1/2016, which is incorporated herein by 

reference and to lay and maintain underground cables and Fiber Optic lines in public ways for 

the purpose to provide service to the area, reports thereon as follows: 

 

 By virtue of Chapter 708 of the Acts of 1977 the Board of Public Works held the hearing 

on the above matter provided for in Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws.  The hearing 

was held on March 9, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. in the parking lot of Baystate Pain Management Center 

on 3400 Main Street after, due notice from the office of the City Clerk.  Two (2) members of the 

Board and one (1) person interested in the matter were present.  Of the latter, one (1) voted in 

favor of and no-one (0) voted against. 

 

 The Board finds the request necessary in order that the company can upgrade the 

underground facilities to greatly improve the quality and reliability of communication services in 

the area.  

 

 After careful consideration, the Board recommends the petition be granted 

provided: 
 

2.3
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That due care for public safety is exercised during construction including but not 

limited to the use of a police officer(s) for traffic control if necessary. 
 

 That said construction would not unnecessarily interfere with the movement of 

vehicular or pedestrian traffic in the area.            
    

 

 That care be taken during said construction not to damage any underground 

services.  

  

 That the construction site be returned to the same condition as found or better. 

 Said company shall indemnify and save harmless against all damages, costs and 

expenses whatsoever to which the City may be subjected in consequence of the 

acts or neglect of said Company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising 

from the rights and privileges granted it by the City. 
  

 In addition said company shall, before a public way is disturbed for the laying of 

its wire or conduit, execute its bond in the penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars 

($10,000) conditioned for faithful performance of its duties under this permit. 
                 
 Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing Ordinances and 

orders and comply with any changes in Ordinances and orders as may hereafter be 

adopted by the Mayor and Council governing the construction and maintenance of 

buried cable, conduits and wires. 
 

 That any sidewalks that are damaged or removed will be replaced in kind and in 

accordance with the City of Springfield's Standard Specifications.   
             

 That ramps for the handicapped will be provided if and where required by law and 

in conformance with the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts 

Architectural Barrier Board.   

                  
 That any curbing that is disturbed during construction will be reset to the 

established street grade using proper construction procedures. 
 

 That all proposed silo, manhole and hexhole covers will conform to and be 

compatible with established street, treebelt or sidewalk grades with suitable non-

skid covers when in the sidewalk area. 
 

 That the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission be notified before 

construction begins.  All installations of adjacent utilities must be a minimum of 4 

feet from the existing water and/or sewer main, edge to edge of pipe. 
 

 That asphalt trench restoration be done in accordance with the City of Springfield 

DPW requirements. 
 

2.3
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 That all conditions set forth in the respective order are complied with.  

 

 

 

___________________________ ) 

___________________________ ) BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

___________________________ ) 

2.3
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CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Date: March 11, 2016                    

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD: 

 The Board of Public Works, to which was referred the petition of Comcast of Massachusetts LL 

dated February 2, 2016, to install eight hundred forty-five (845’) feet of 4” PVC conduit with fiber optic 

and coax cable in Birnie Avenue , beginning at existing Comcast vault, which is located in the northerly 

sidewalk on Wason Avenue, then continuing with 4” PVC conduit southerly across Wason Avenue to 

Birnie Avenue about four hundred fifty five (459’) feet  parallel to the easterly curb 8 to 10 feet off curb  

line on Birnie Avenue to a proposed  48”x36” vault on the sidewalk in front of building #367 and 

continuing southerly three hundred eighty-six (386’) feet to existing vault located on the sidewalk in front 

of Building #354, all as substantially shown on a plan attached, dated 2/1/2016, which is incorporated 

herein by reference and to lay and maintain underground cables and Fiber Optic lines in public ways for the 

purpose to provide service to the area, reports thereon as follows: 

 

 By virtue of Chapter 708 of the Acts of 1977 the Board of Public Works held the hearing on the 

above matter provided for in Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws.  The hearing was held on 

March 9, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. in the parking lot of Baystate Pain Management Center on 3400 Main Street 

after, due notice from the office of the City Clerk.  Two (2) members of the Board and one (1) person 

interested in the matter were present.  Of the latter, one (1) voted in favor of and no-one (0) voted against. 

 

 The Board finds the request necessary in order that the company can upgrade the underground 

facilities to greatly improve the quality and reliability of communication services in the area.  

 

 After careful consideration, the Board recommends the petition be granted provided: 

 

That due care for public safety is exercised during construction including but not limited to 

the use of a police officer(s) for traffic control if necessary. 

 

 That said construction would not unnecessarily interfere with the movement of vehicular or 

pedestrian traffic in the area.                

 

 That care be taken during said construction not to damage any underground services.  

  

 That the construction site be returned to the same condition as found or better. 

 Said company shall indemnify and save harmless against all damages, costs and expenses 

whatsoever to which the City may be subjected in consequence of the acts or neglect of said 

Company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising from the rights and privileges 

granted it by the City. 
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 In addition said company shall, before a public way is disturbed for the laying of its wire or 

conduit, execute its bond in the penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) conditioned 

for faithful performance of its duties under this permit. 

                 

 Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing Ordinances and orders and 

comply with any changes in Ordinances and orders as may hereafter be adopted by the 

Mayor and Council governing the construction and maintenance of buried cable, conduits 

and wires. 

 

 That any sidewalks that are damaged or removed will be replaced in kind and in accordance 

with the City of Springfield's Standard Specifications.     

           

 That ramps for the handicapped will be provided if and where required by law and in 

conformance with the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts Architectural Barrier 

Board.   

                  

 That any curbing that is disturbed during construction will be reset to the established street 

grade using proper construction procedures. 

 

 That all proposed silo, manhole and hexhole covers will conform to and be compatible with 

established street, treebelt or sidewalk grades with suitable non-skid covers when in the 

sidewalk area. 

 

 That the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission be notified before construction begins.  

All installations of adjacent utilities must be a minimum of 4 feet from the existing water 

and/or sewer main, edge to edge of pipe. 

 

 That asphalt trench restoration be done in accordance with the City of Springfield DPW 

requirements. 

 

 That all conditions set forth in the respective order are complied with.  

 

 

 

___________________________ ) 

___________________________ ) BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

___________________________ ) 
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DEPARTMENTAL AND INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCES 

CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

   DATE: February 24, 2016  

   

 TO: Wayman Lee, Esq. FROM: Hector Velez, DPW Engineer 

  City Clerk  on behalf of BPW  

 

DEPARTMENT:  City Clerk SUBJECT: Board’s agenda for: 

March 9, 2016 

  

                                                   .                                 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
                             

 

Wednesday, March 9, 2016 – In the parking lot of Baystate Pain Management Center locaded 

on 3400 Main Street Springfield, MA at 5:00 P.M 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Communications    

Old Business                      

 

New Business: Birnie Avenue 

COMCAST 

 

 HEARING RE:  To install 845 feet of 4 inches conduit with fiber optic & Coax Cable line 

 on Birnie Avenue  
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Melanie Acobe 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3434  

Updated: 3/14/2016 10:59 AM by Melanie Acobe  Page 1 

Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers 
(MLCHC) Emergency Preparedness for HSH - No Match 

Required $2,000 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Department of Health and Human Services, Springfield Health 

Services for the Homeless Health Center, has been awarded a MLCHC Emergency 

Preparedness for HSH Grant of $2,000.00 from the Mass League of Community Health 
Center; and 

 WHEREAS,    the purpose of the MLCHC Emergency Preparedness Grant is to assist 

community health centers to be prepared to respond to disasters that affect their own 

center and patient population and to assist in a medical/surge event that may overwhelm 

local resources; and  

 WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant funds and requests authorization 

from the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes 

of such grants; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 
such grants; and  

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

MLCHC Emergency Preparedness for HSH -  $2,000 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Mitchell Doty 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3440  

Updated: 3/16/2016 11:58 AM by Mitchell Doty  Page 1 

Treasurer's Department -  Request for 5-Year Contract 
Approval (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, Massachusetts General Laws chapter 30B, section 12(b) provides that the Chief 

Procurement Officer may not award a contract for more than three (3) years without a majority 

vote of the governmental body; and 

 

    WHEREAS, the City's banking services contracts are nearing expiration, and the City is 

preparing to issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) for new banking services; and  
 

 WHEREAS, issuing an RFP for a five-year contract will attract a more diverse bidding field; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, issuing an RFP for a five-year contract will allow for a smoother transition 

between banking vendors if necessary; so   
 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 30B, section 

12(b), that the City Council approves the request to award a five (5)-year contract for City 

banking services after a formal Request for Proposal (RFP) process is conducted. 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: March 16, 2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – March 21, 2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the March 21, 2016 City Council meeting that requests approval for a 

five-year contract to be included in the upcoming request for proposal (RFP) issuance for 

City banking services.  

 

Background: The City’s banking services contract expires 12/31/2016, and experience 

shows that issuing an RFP for banking services is a lengthy process. To account for this, 

the Treasurer’s Department is being proactive and is hoping to issue an RFP for a five-

year banking contract by March 28, 2016.  

 

Prior to the RFP being issued, however, City Council approval is being sought so that the 

Treasurer’s Department can offer a contract that extends for five years, rather than the 

typical three. There are two major benefits to a five-year contract for banking services: 

 

- First, a five-year contract will allow for a smoother transition between vendors, if 

necessary. Transitioning City accounts to a new bank can take anywhere from six-

months to a year to complete. Banks also require as much time as the City to 

transition and set up accounts. 

- Second, a longer contract will help ensure better pricing from bidders, and will attract 

a more diverse bidding field.  

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 

1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Jennifer Whisher 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3414  

Updated: 3/2/2016 11:48 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Transfer of Unexpended Bond Proceeds from Putnam 
Vocational Technical Academy Construction Project (Mayor 

Sarno) 

WHEREAS, Council approved a $5,879,826 bond order to pay for costs associated 

with the Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical Academy construction project (the “Project”) 

on June 4, 2014; and  

WHEREAS, the City issued a $5,879,727 portion of its $49,262,000 General 

Obligation State Qualified Municipal Purpose Loan of 2015 Bonds, Series A dated February 

12, 2015 to finance the Project;  

WHEREAS, the Project is now complete and it is desired that unexpended bond 

proceeds no longer needed for the Project in the amount of $1,000,000 be used to fund City 

Hall building capital improvements; and 

WHEREAS, After reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an 

evaluation of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 

2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 

2008; 

 BE IT ORDERED THAT: That in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the 

General Laws, the $1,000,000 unexpended balance of funds initially borrowed to pay costs 

of  the Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical Academy construction project (the “Project”), 

which Project is complete and such amount is no longer needed for the Project, is hereby 

appropriated by this Council to pay City Hall building capital improvements costs, including 

the payment of any costs incidental or related thereto; and the foregoing order requires a 

majority vote of all members of the City Council, in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 

of the General Laws. 

 

From Account: 3142-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-701000 

 

To Account: 3254-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-700000 

 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

$1,000,000 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Acting Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: March 7, 2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 3/7/2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the March 7, 2016 Council meeting to transfer $1,000,000 of 
unexpected bond proceeds from the February 2015 bond issue for the Roger L. Putnam 
Vocational Technical Academy construction project to fund City Hall Building capital 
improvements. 
 
Background:  The City Council approved the bond order issued on June 4, 2014 for 
costs associated with the Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical Academy construction 
project. During the close out phase of the Putnam project, the City and MSBA were able 
to settle on additional reimbursement costs, initially determined “ineligible.” The result is 
additional funding from MSBA, leaving the City with unexpended bond proceeds that 
must be transferred to another project.  
 
Unexpended bond proceeds in the amount of $1,000,000 of will be transferred to fund 
City Hall capital repairs, including, but not limited to: repairing the front stairs, drainage, 
lighting, and repointing and repairing the exterior facade around the building.  

 
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Acting Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

FUND Dept
Sign
Off

Current Project 
Funded

Current 
Term

Available Proposed Project 
New 

Term
Proposed 

Cost
3142 DCAC Y Putnam Construction 20 3,957,898  Municipal Building Improvements 20 1,000,000  

Unexpended Bond Proceeds
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Kathy Breck 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3425  

Updated: 3/2/2016 10:38 AM by Kathy Breck  Page 1 

Order Approving a Contract in Excess of 3 Years for the 
School Foodservice RFP (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, Massachusetts General Laws chapter 30B, section 12(b) 

provides that the Chief Procurement Officer may not award a 

contract for more than three(3) years without a majority vote of 

the governmental body; and 
 

   WHEREAS, pursuant to Federal Regulations, School Food Service 

Program contracts are typically awarded as a one (1)-year 

contract, with up to four one (1)-year renewal terms, for a total 

maximum contract length of five (5) years, and School Department 

requests authority to award such a contract; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the School Department recommends that a 5-year 

maximum contract term would result in better pricing and would 

cause less disruption to the School Food Service Program than a 

standard 3-year maximum contract term, and that it would be in 

the City's best interests to award such a contract; 
 

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 

30B, section 12(b), that the City Council approves the award of a 

contract for School Food Service Program for a term of up to five 

(5)years.  

 

A  contract up to five (5) years is requested.  The U.S. Dept. Of Agriculture's regulations 

allow for a one-year contract with up to four (4), one-year renewals.    
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Jennifer Whisher 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3419  

Updated: 3/2/2016 12:11 PM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Bond Authorization - MSBA Projects (Brunton, STEM, Walsh, 
Public Day) - $9,103,543 (Mayor Sarno) 

BOND ORDER TO PAY FOR THE COSTS OF, WINDOWS AND DOORS PROJECTS 

AT MARY WALSH  SCHOOL, PUBLIC DAY HIGH SCHOOL AND DANIEL B. 

BRUNTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND STEM MIDDLE SCHOOL ROOF 

REPLACEMENT AS REQUIRED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL BUILDING 

AUTHORITY 

WHEREAS, the City of Springfield ("City") has applied for  funding from the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority ("MSBA") Accelerated Repair Program for the purpose of paying the 

costs of window and door projects at the Mary M. Walsh School ($2,646,869) the Public day 

High School ($1,690,808) the Daniel B. Brunton Elementary School ($2,662,470), and the roof 

replacement at STEM Middle School ($2,103,396) which proposed repair projects would 

materially extend the useful life of each school and preserve assets that otherwise are capable of 

supporting the required educational programs, and for which the City has applied for a school 

construction grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”); and  
 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has 

certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and revenues 

are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and obligations 

involved in the appropriation and borrowing, without a detrimental impact on the continuous 

provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 

656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

BE IT ORDERED: That the City of Springfield hereby appropriates the amount of Nine Million 

One Hundred and Three Thousand Five Hundred and Forty Three and 00/100 Dollars 

($9,103,543) for the purpose of paying the costs of window and door projects at the Mary M. 

Walsh School ($2,646,869) the Public day High School ($1,690,808) the Daniel B. Brunton 

Elementary School ($2,662,470), and the roof replacement at STEM Middle School ($2,103,396)  

including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto (collectively, the “Projects”), 

provided that the sums appropriated above for each school may be reallocated among the 

Projects to reflect actual costs, but the total sum appropriated will not exceed $9,103,543.00, 

which proposed repair Projects would materially extend the useful life of each respective school 

and preserve assets that otherwise are capable of supporting the required educational program, 

and for which the City has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the Department of Capital Asset 

Construction.  The City  acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, 

discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of 

Directors votes to invite the City to collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair projects, 

any project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant that may be approved by and received 

from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City; and that, if invited to collaborate with 
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Order (ID # 3419)  Meeting of March 21, 2016 

Updated: 3/2/2016 12:11 PM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 2 

the MSBA on the proposed repair projects, the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to the 

order below shall be reduced by any grant amounts set forth in the Project Funding Agreements 

that may be executed between the City and the MSBA. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED THAT to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 

approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount under Mass. Gen. Laws Chapter 44, 

or pursuant to any other enabling authority.  The Treasurer is also hereby authorized to file an 

application with the appropriate officials of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts' Municipal 

Finance Oversight Board to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds or 

notes of the City authorized by this vote, and to provide such information and execute such 

documents as such Municipal Finance Oversight Board of the Commonwealth may require.   

9
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: 3/7/2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 3/7/2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the March 7, 2016 Council meeting, which authorizes the City to pay 
$9,103,543 for four schools that were invited into the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority’s (MSBA) Accelerated Repairs Program.  
 
Background:  Four Springfield public schools were invited into the MSBA Accelerated 
Repair Program: at the Mary M. Walsh School, Public day High School, Daniel B. 
Brunton Elementary School for window and door projects , and STEM Middle School  
for roof replacement.  The main goals of the Accelerated Repair Program are to improve 
learning environments for children and teachers, reduce energy use, and generate cost 
savings for districts. 
 
The City needs to authorize bonds for the total amount of this project before any 
reimbursements from MSBA can be requested.  The City can expect 80% reimbursement 
of eligible costs from MSBA.  The total bond authorization sought is $9,103,543 to cover 
all costs associated with the Accelerated Repairs Program.  If project costs exceed the 
total project budget of $7,204,577 as determined by MSBA, the City will be required to 
pay the additional expenses as MSBA will not increase the amount to be reimbursed. 
 
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Jennifer Whisher 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3416  

Updated: 3/2/2016 11:21 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Bond Authorization - Food Service Building - $7,000,000 
(Mayor Sarno) 

A BOND ORDER TO PAY FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE FOOD SERVICE 

FACILITY AT 75 CADWELL DRIVE 

WHEREAS, the City of Springfield wishes to appropriate $7,000,000 for the acquisition, design,  renovation, and 

construction management services necessary to convert  a building located at 75 Cadwell Drive, Springfield, MA., 

to serve as a food service facility to house the operations, food storage, food preparation, and meal distribution for 

the  Springfield Public Schools food service program; and    

WHEREAS, Springfield Public Schools (“SPS”) provides universal free breakfast and lunch, Dinner Programs, 

Summer Meals and full service vending for all of its students and staff, resulting in an increase in FY15 of 432,047 

more meals provided and creating a need for increased square footage and cold storage needs. In FY16 additional 

revenue is expected to be $2,241,009 and  

Whereas, the USDA denied the SPS’s request to fund the purchase with a surplus in the Food Service account, 

resulting in the request for the City to acquire the  property located at 75 Cadwell Drive for use by the SPS Food 

Service Program; and  

Whereas, the purchase of the Cadwell Drive Program property will save SPS $386,881 annually, or $32,240 a 

month, in lease, storage and shipping costs and commodity assessment fees. Currently, SPS is outsourcing cold 

storage to a facility in Chicopee and whereas    

Whereas, the new facility could include: producing and packaging food components to support the Breakfast in the 

Classroom (BIC) Program, Dinner Program, and Summer Program, centralizing catering services, increasing frozen 

food storage to support direct USDA shipments and Field to Freezer Program, increasing food and equipment 

storage, increasing the vending operation, implementing a student culinary arts training and program (in partnership 

with Putnam Vocational and Central High), implementing a district bakery, and an equipment maintenance and 

repair workshop. The new facility could also be designed and outfitted to produce 100,000 meals daily to support 

the Springfield District Programs (BIC, dinner and summer) and those that could potentially be outsourced to 

surrounding communities.  Additionally, the new facility could serve to support the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) as a resource should another disaster occur in the Western MA area.  An estimated 

12-15 full time jobs would also be created as a result of the food service facility. 

WHEREAS, the City seeks approval to borrow said amount in order to meet the appropriation; and    

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has certified to the Mayor 

and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial information 

reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the 

proposed expenditures and obligations involved in the appropriation and borrowing, without a detrimental impact on 

the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 

of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008.  The foregoing order requires a two-

thirds vote of all members of the City Council, in accordance with Chapter 44 of the General Laws. 

BE IT ORDERED: That the City hereby appropriates the sum of $7,000,000 to pay costs of purchasing the food 
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Order (ID # 3416)  Meeting of March 21, 2016 

Updated: 3/2/2016 11:21 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 2 

service building located at 75 Cadwell Drive, Springfield, MA, including the payment of any and all other costs 

incidental or related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, 

is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to Chapter 44 of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other 

enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefore; that the Mayor is authorized to contract for and 

expend any federal or state aid available for the project, and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action 

necessary or convenient to carry out this project;  and  

FURTHER ORDERED: That the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with The Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts’ Municipal Finance Oversight Board to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all 

bonds or notes of the City authorized by this vote, and to provide such information and execute such documents as 

the Municipal Finance Oversight Board of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts may require. 

10
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: 3/07/2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 3/07/2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the March 7, 2016 Council meeting, which authorizes the City to pay 
$7,000,000 for the acquisition, design,  renovation, and construction management 
services necessary to convert  a building located at 75 Cadwell Drive, Springfield, MA., 
to serve as a food service facility to house the operations, food storage, food preparation, 
and meal distribution for the  Springfield Public Schools food service program. 
 
Background:  The Springfield Public Schools (“SPS”) provides universal free breakfast 
and lunch, Dinner Programs, Summer Meals and full service vending for all of its 
students and staff, resulting in an increase in FY15 of 432,047 more meals provided.  
This increase in meals provided has created a need for increased square footage and cold 
storage.   Currently, SPS is outsourcing cold storage to a facility in Chicopee and 
shipping whole fruits and vegetables from its farm partner in Amherst, to a facility in 
Rhode Island to be cleaned, cut, and packaged for SPS meals.   
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) denied the SPS’s request to fund 
the purchase with a surplus in the Food Service account, resulting in the request for the 
City to acquire the property located at 75 Cadwell Drive for use by the SPS Food Service 
Program.   Purchasing the Cadwell Drive property will save SPS $386,881 annually, or 
$32,240 a month in lease, storage, shipping costs and commodity assessment fees.  
  
Through design and renovation, the new facility could include: producing and packaging 
food components to support the Breakfast in the Classroom (BIC) Program, Dinner 
Program, and Summer Program, centralizing catering services, increased frozen food 
storage to support direct USDA shipments and Field to Freezer Program, increased food 
and equipment storage, increased vending operations, a student culinary arts training and 
program (in partnership with Putnam Vocational and Central High), a district bakery, and 
an equipment maintenance and repair workshop.  The new facility could also be designed 
and outfitted to produce 100,000 meals daily to support the Springfield District Programs 
(BIC, dinner and summer) and those that could potentially be outsourced to surrounding 
communities.  Additionally, the acquisition and creation of the SPS food storage facility 
could create an estimated 12 to 15 full-time jobs.   
 
The loan authorization is to carry the project from the acquisition through construction 
phase.  
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CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Jennifer Whisher 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3418  

Updated: 3/2/2016 11:23 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Bond Authorization - Police Vehicles - $1,125,000 (Mayor 
Sarno) 

A BOND ORDER TO PAY FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE  

PURCHASE OF POLICE VEHICLES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Springfield (“the City”) wishes to appropriate $1,125,000 for 

the purchase of twenty-five new vehicles for the Springfield Police Department (“SPD”).  The 

purchase of new vehicles is necessary to continue the provision of public safety and to improve, 

and contribute to, the quality of life for the citizens of the City of Springfield by protecting, 

serving, and working with the community.   

WHEREAS, the purchase of new police vehicles will replace a portion of the SPD’s 

aging fleet, protecting officer safety, saving money on repair costs, and reducing the amount of 

time vehicles will be spent out of service; and  

WHEREAS, the City seeks approval to borrow said amount in order to meet the 

appropriation; and  

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer 

has certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the appropriation and borrowing,  without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) 

of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008.  

The foregoing order requires a two-thirds vote of all members of the City Council, in accordance 

with Chapter 44 of the General Laws. 

BE IT ORDERED: That the City hereby appropriates the sum of $1,125,000 to pay 

costs of purchasing vehicles for the Springfield Police Department, including the payment of any 

and all other costs incidental or related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the City 

Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount under and 

pursuant to Chapter 44 of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to 

issue bonds or notes of the City therefore; that the Mayor is authorized to contract for and 

expend any federal or state aid available for the project, and that the Mayor is authorized to take 

any other action necessary or convenient to carry out this project;  and  
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Order (ID # 3418)  Meeting of March 21, 2016 

Updated: 3/2/2016 11:23 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 2 

FURTHER ORDERED: That the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Municipal Finance Oversight Board to qualify under 

Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds or notes of the City authorized by this vote, 

and to provide such information and execute such documents as the Municipal Finance 

Oversight Board of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts may require. 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: 3/7/2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 3/7/2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the March 7, 2016 Council meeting, which authorizes the City to pay 
$1,125,000 for the purchase of vehicles for the Springfield Police Department (“SPD”).  
 
 
Background:  The purchase of the new vehicles is necessary to continue the provision of 
public safety and to improve, and contribute to, the quality of life for the citizens of the 
City of Springfield by protecting, serving, and working with the community.  The 
vehicles to be purchased will replace a portion of the SPD’s aging fleet.  These 
replacements will protect officers’ safety, save money on repair costs, and reduce the 
amount of time vehicles will out of service. 
 
Vehicle to Purchase Units Price per Unit Total Amount 
Police Cruisers 25 $ 45,000 $ 1,125,000 
 
 
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Jennifer Whisher 

                   TABLED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3417  

Updated: 3/2/2016 11:22 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Bond Authorization - DPW Vehicles - $923,925 (Mayor Sarno) 

A BOND ORDER TO PAY FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE  

PURCHASE OF DPW VEHICLES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Springfield (“the City”) wishes to appropriate $923,925 for the purchase of 

vehicles for the Department of Public Works (“DPW”).  The purchase of these new replacement vehicles 

is necessary in order to continue the support of the City’s solid waste program.  The vehicles to be 

purchased include two pick-up trucks for daily operations, two semi-automated and one fully-automated 

31 cubic-yard trucks for trash removal services;  and  

 

WHEREAS, the City seeks approval to borrow said amount in order to meet the appropriation; and 

 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has certified to 

the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial 

information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and revenues are and will continue to be 

adequate to support the proposed expenditures and obligations involved in the appropriation and 

borrowing, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal 

services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of 

Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008.  The foregoing order requires a two-thirds vote of all members of the 

City Council, in accordance with Chapter 44 of the General Laws. 

 

BE IT ORDERED: That the City hereby appropriates the sum of $923,925 to pay costs of purchasing 

vehicles for the Department of Public Works, including the payment of any and all other costs incidental 

or related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, 

is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to Chapter 44 of the General Laws, or pursuant to 

any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefore; that the Mayor is 

authorized to contract for and expend any federal or state aid available for the project, and that the Mayor 

is authorized to take any other action necessary or convenient to carry out this project;  and  

 

FURTHER ORDERED: That the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with The 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Municipal Finance Oversight Board to qualify under Chapter 44A of 

the General Laws any and all bonds or notes of the City authorized by this vote, and to provide such 

information and execute such documents as the Municipal Finance Oversight Board of The 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts may require. 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 

36 Court Street  and Finance 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 

 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: TJ Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: 3/7/2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – 3/7/2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 

 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the March 7, 2016 Council meeting, which authorizes the City to pay 
$923,925 for the purchase of vehicles for the Department of Public Works (“DPW”).  
 
 
Background:  The purchase of the new replacement vehicles is necessary in order to 
continue the support of the City’s solid waste program.  The vehicles to be purchased will 
be used for trash removal services and daily operation: 
 
Vehicle to Purchase Units Price per Unit Total Amount 
Semi-Automated 31 Cubic-yard Truck 2 $ 281,300 $ 562,600 
Fully-Automated 31 Cubic-yard Truck 1 $ 281,325 $ 281,325 
Pick-up Truck 2 $ 40,000 $ 80,000 
Total 5  $ 923,925 
 
 
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Mitchell Doty 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3439  

Updated: 3/16/2016 11:50 AM by Mitchell Doty  Page 1 

Free Cash to Procurement: Advertising - $ $52,500 (Mayor 
Sarno) 

WHEREAS, to meet the expenses of the City of Springfield, pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 

44, Section 33B, Ch. 59, Section 23 and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Chief 

Administrative and Financial Officer and his Honor the Mayor have requested authorization 

from the City Council to transfer the sum of $52,500.00 from FY16 Unappropriated Free Cash to 

the Procurement Department's Advertising Account for continued advertising required by Mass. 

Gen. Laws. 

WHEREAS, after reviewing this order, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has 

certified to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and revenues 

are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and obligations 

involved in the transfer, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing 

level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, 

as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the transfer of the 

sum of $52,500.00 from FY16 Unappropriated Free Cash to the Procurement Department's 

Advertising Account. 

From: 

Certified Free Cash - Other Financing Uses 

0100-00-000-0000-0000-0000-000000-0000000-701000    $52,500.00 

To: 

 

Procurement - Advertising 

 

0100-10-138-0000-0000-0010-000000-0000000-534300 $52,500.00 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: March 16, 2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – March 21, 2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 

by the Mayor for the March 21, 2016 City Council meeting that requests a transfer of 

$52,500.00 from Unappropriated Free Cash to the Procurement Department’s 

Advertising line item. 

 

Background: The Procurement Department is experiencing an increased workload 

related to property dispositions, requests for proposals funded by new City grants, 

ongoing major construction projects, and numerous expiring “on-call” contracts. 

Massachusetts General Law requires the City to place various types of advertising as part 

of the procurement aspects of these activities, and the department’s FY16 Advertising 

budget is exhausted as a result. 

 

This transfer will provide $52,500 to pay current invoices and accounts for current cost 

estimates for the remainder of FY16. 

 

CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 

the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 

Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 

the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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City of Springfield       Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Christopher Fraser 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3435  

Updated: 3/16/2016 8:59 AM by Christopher Fraser  Page 1 

Bill of Prior Year - IT Department - $7,290.00 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, to meet expenses incurred by the City of Springfield, pursuant to Mass. 

Gen. Laws ch. 44 Section 64 and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, the Chief Administrative and 

Financial Officer and his Honor the Mayor have requested authorization from the City Council 

for the Information Technology Department to pay bills from a previous fiscal year totaling 

$7,290.00; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Information Technology Department will make payment for unpaid 

bills of a previous fiscal year from their FY16 General Fund Operating Budgets; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has provided a written 

certification to the Mayor and City Council, that in his professional opinion, after an evaluation 

of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, the City’s financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 

obligations involved in the payments, without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision 

of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the 

Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008; and  
 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the payment 

of the bills listed on the attached Information Technology Department BOPY from the FY16 

General Fund Departmental Operating Budgets for the expenses incurred in a previous fiscal 

year. 
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Attachment: Munis Maintenance Bill  (3435 : Bill of Prior Year - IT Department - $7,290.00)



Department Invoice # Vendor Date Reason Amount

Information Technology 045-109556 Tyler Technologies 6/1/2014 FY15 Services Rendered 7,290.00$ 

TOTAL 7,290.00$ 

City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: March 14, 2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – March 21, 2016 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored by the Mayor 

for the March 21, 2016 Council meeting, which will pay prior years’ invoices totaling $7,290.00. 

Pursuant to Mass. General Laws Ch. 44 Section 64 and Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008, a two-thirds 

vote by the City Council is required to approve payment of all invoices from previous fiscal years. 

 

Background:  This is a request to allow the Information Technology Department to pay a previous 

year’s bill from the current year (FY16) budget. Listed below are the department invoices, due dates, 

reason and amounts. 

 
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as the Chief 

Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial information 

reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and revenues are and will continue to be 

adequate to support the proposed expenditures and obligations involved in this City Council Order, 

without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, 

in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 

468 of the Acts of 2008. 

 

This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, 

as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Law 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: General 
  Prepared By: Anthony I. Wilson 

 TABLED Initiator: Anthony I. Wilson 

 Sponsors: President - Ward 2 Councilor Michael A. Fenton 

 SPECIAL ACT (ID # 3274) DOC ID: 3274 A 

Updated: 12/16/2015 9:08 AM by Anthony I. Wilson A Page 1 

An Act Filling Vacancies in Ward Seats of the City Council by 
Special Election 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

_________ 

In the Year Two Thousand Fifteen 

 
AN ACT FILLING VACANCIES IN WARD SEATS OF THE CITY COUNCIL BY 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 
 
 

Section 1: Section two of chapter three hundred and eight of the Acts of nineteen 

hundred and ninety-two will have no force and effect upon ward seats of the Springfield 

City Council.  

Section 2: Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty A of chapter forty-three of 

the general laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, if a vacancy occurs, 

for any reason, in a ward seat of the city council more than two hundred and ten (210) 

days prior to the expiration of that term, the city clerk shall notify the city council prior 

to the next city council meeting.    

At the first meeting, following notice from the clerk, the city council shall adopt 

an order calling for a special preliminary election, on a Tuesday, not less than sixty-two 

and not more than seventy-six days after the adoption of such order and a special 

election, on a Tuesday, not more that twenty-eight days after the preliminary election.  

The special election shall be conducted consistent with the Charter of the City of 
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Special Act (ID # 3274)  Meeting of March 21, 2016 

Updated: 12/16/2015 9:08 AM by Anthony I. Wilson A Page 2 

Springfield. 

If the number of candidates, certified by the elections office, is less than double 

the number plus one of the vacant seats then the Board of Election Commissioners shall 

cancel the preliminary election. 

The ward seat shall remain vacant until such time as it has been filled by election.  

If the vacancy shall occur less than 210 days prior to the expiration of the term of that 

seat, but at least ten days before the regularly scheduled general election to fill that seat, 

the candidates in that general election shall be notified by the Election Commission of 

the vacancy.   

Section 3:  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the 

contrary, to ascertain the will of the people of the city of Springfield, the board of 

election commissioners shall cause the following binding public opinion question to be 

placed on the official ballot to be used in the City of Springfield at the next regular state 

or municipal election: 

 THIS QUESTION IS BINDING. 

Shall the vacancies in ward seats of the city council of the city of 

Springfield be filled by special election? 

SECTION 3.  If a majority of the voters casting a ballot on this binding question shall 

vote in the affirmative, the provisions of said act shall take effect immediately upon 

passage. 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts In the General Court Assembled. 
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Special Act (ID # 3274)  Meeting of March 21, 2016 

Updated: 12/16/2015 9:08 AM by Anthony I. Wilson A Page 3 

The undersigned, Domenic J. Sarno, Mayor of the City of Springfield, respectfully in 
the name and on behalf of said City, and in the pursuance of an order, a duly attested 
copy of which is hereto annexed, petition the General Court for legislation entitled “AN 
ACT FILLING VACANCIES IN WARD SEATS OF THE CITY COUNCIL BY SPECIAL 

ELECTION”, in substantially the same form as a draft Act attached hereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

__________________________ 

Domenic J. Sarno, Mayor 
 

City of Springfield 

36 Court Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

 

 
HISTORY: 

12/07/15 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 12/21/15 

12/21/15 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 01/11/16 

01/11/16 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 02/01/16 

02/01/16 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 03/07/16 

03/07/16 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 03/21/16 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Law 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Thomas Moore 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Thomas Moore 

 Sponsors: Williams, Walsh, Fenton 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 3423) DOC ID: 3423  

Updated: 3/2/2016 9:28 AM by Thomas Moore  Page 1 

Amending Ordinance Chapter 73 Article II Section 13 

Please see attached document 

 

Please see attached document 

 
HISTORY: 

03/07/16 City Council FIRST STEP   
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AMENDING ARTICLE II CHAPTER 73 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 1986, AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING 

SECTION 13 THEREOF 

ORD.  NO. ___ 

 

Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Springfield, as 

follows: 

 

Section 13 of Article II of Chapter 73, Residency Requirements, 

of the Code of the City of Springfield, is hereby deleted in its 

entirety, and replaced with the following language: 

 

“WAIVER. The provisions of this chapter may be waived 

only in the manner described herein. All requests for 

waiver shall be submitted in writing to the Director 

of Labor Relations.  The Director of Labor Relations 

shall forward the request to the Mayor and City 

Council. With the request, the Director of Labor 

Relations shall provide details about the job posting 

including, but not limited to: the date the job was 

posted, the date the posting was closed, the number of 

applicants who applied, and the number of Springfield 

residents who applied. After the request is forwarded 

to the Mayor and the City Council, the job posting 

will be opened for a second time for a period not less 

than seven days. The posting will be publicly posted 

on the City’s website.  

 

If a candidate, who meets the minimum qualifications 

for the posted position and who resided within the 

City of Springfield, does not apply for the position, 

then the Mayor, in his sole discretion, may grant the 

waiver. Any such waiver granted by the Mayor must be 

forwarded directly to the City Council for purposes of 

notification. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed 

to invalidate waivers granted by the Mayor or the 

Control Board prior to January 1, 2014 nor shall this 

Section restrict the Mayor to make reappointments to 

existing city employees. 

 

A department head or deputy department head shall not 

be eligible for a waiver of the residency 

requirement.” 

 

 
Approved as to form: 

 

 

 

Assistant City Solicitor 
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 City of Springfield Meeting: 03/21/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Law 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Thomas Moore 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Thomas Moore 
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Amending Ordinance Chapter 49 - Establishment of Bliss 
House Historic District 

Please see attached materials 

4.17

Packet Pg. 73



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

SPRINGFIELD, 1986, AS AMENDED BY CHAPTER 49 ENTITLED “HISTORIC 

DISTRICTS” 

 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Springfield, as follows: 

 

“Chapter 49, Article II of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield, as amended, 

entitled “Historic Districts” be amended by the addition of the following section:  

 

Subsection “49-15”: 

 

“There is established under the provisions of and in accordance with the Historic Districts Act, 

so-called, as mentioned in this chapter, the Bliss House District as shown on the map, labeled 

Exhibit 27-2K, entitled “Bliss House,” said map to be considered part of this chapter. 

 

Exemption from Controls: 

1. Temporary structure or signs, subject to such conditions as to duration of use,  

location, lighting, removal and similar matters as the Commission may reasonably specify; 

2. Terraces, walks, driveways, and sidewalks provided that any such structure is 

substantially at grade level; 

3. Storm windows, screens, window air conditioners; 

4. Color of paint; 

5. Signs of not more than one (1) square foot in area in connection with use of a 

residence for a customary home occupation, or for professional purposes, provided only one (1) 

such sign is displayed in connection with each residence and, if illuminated, are illuminated only 

indirectly;  

6. The reconstruction, substantially similar in exterior design, of a building, structure 

or exterior architectural feature damaged or destroyed by fire, storm or other disaster, provided 

such reconstruction is begun within one year thereafter and carried forward with due diligence. 
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