
 City Council 36 Court Street 

  Springfield, MA  01103 

 Hearings Meeting http://www.springfieldcityhall.com 

 

 ~ Draft ~ Anthony I. Wilson 
  413-787-6096 

 

Tuesday, September 27, 2016 7:00 PM Springfield City Hall -- Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 9/28/2016 

 

I. Hearings 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on September 27, 2016 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Absent  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Late 7:12 PM 

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos Vice President- Ward 8 Councilor Present  

Marcus J Williams Ward 5 Councilor Absent  

Adam Gomez Ward 1 Councilor Absent  

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Absent  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Kateri B. Walsh At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President Present  

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Special Permits 

1. Petition (ID # 3450) 

For a Special Permit to Renovate and Reopen a Pre-Existing, Non-Conforming Commercial 

Use (Retail) at the Properties Known as 232 Orange Street (09340-0038) and NS Orange 

Street (09340-0037) Under Non-Use, as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance Article 10, Section 10.1.42. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Ana Davila  

By: Ana Davila  

Petitioner: Erica Nunez  

By: Erica Nunez  

 
HISTORY: 

04/25/16 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 05/23/16 

05/23/16 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE 
 Next: 06/27/16 

06/27/16 City Council CONTINUE   

08/15/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE 
 Next: 09/27/16 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

The petitioner did not appear for the hearing.  The Clerk informed the Council the item was 

last heard on August 15th, 2016, where it was continued to this date.  Prior to the August 

15th meeting, the Clerk had a telephonic conversation with the petitioners attorney, Melissa 

Long.  The Attorney asked that the petition be continued to the meeting on September 

27th.  

 

Ron Davis of 24 Revere Street spoke against the petition.  He stated that the location is not 

well maintained and that it has been plagued with crime in the past. 

 

Aurelias Diaz, a neighbhor, spoke against the petition.  She believes that the proposed use 

of the property would increase crime in the area. 

 

Karen Cross of Wareham Street also spoke against the petition. 

 

At the conclusion of the testimonial portion of the hearing, Councilor Shea stated that he 

would vote against the petition based on the statements from the neighbors.  Councilor 

Ramos asked he the hearing could be continued in order to give the petitioner the 

opportunity to come before the council.  The President informed Councilor Ramos that the 

time for public testimony had ended.  Councilors Twiggs and Edwards both stated that they 

would be against the petition. 

 

After the council voted down the petition, they approved the following reasons: 

 

(1) The specific site is not an appropriate location for such a use, structure, or condition.  (2) The 

use as developed will adversely affect the neighborhood.  (3) Adequate and appropriate facilities 

will not be provided for the proper operation of the proposed use. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Orange_St_232_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Orange_St_232_2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: FAILED [0 TO 8] 

NAYS: Shea, Twiggs, Allen, Rooke, Williams, Edwards, Walsh, Fenton 

ABSTAIN: Orlando Ramos 

ABSENT: Justin Hurst, Marcus J Williams, Adam Gomez, Thomas M. Ashe 

2. Petition (ID # 3556) 

For a Special Permit for Motor Vehicle Painting And/Or Body Work (Auto Body Shop), at the 

Property Known as 784 Bay Street (01085-0091), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield 

Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.3(5). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Joseph A. Whitton Properties, LLC 

By: Barbara A. Choiniere 

Petitioner: Argenis Ramos  

By: Argenis Ramos 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Argenis Ramos, the petitioner, spoke in favor of the petition.  He stated that he currently 

has a motor vehicle saled permit and he need another special permit in order to expand his 

business. He added that the new operation would not adversely affect the neighborhood 

because it is an industrial area.    The petitioner admitted that he had not met with the 

neighborhood council. 

 

Phil Dromey, from the planning department, stated that this a special permit for an existing 

business and that the petitioner runs a clean business.   

 

Councilor Twiggs stated that he has no objection to the permit. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 784_Bay_St_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Bay_St_784_Auto_body_2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [9 TO 0] 

AYES: Shea, Twiggs, Allen, Rooke, Williams, Ramos, Edwards, Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: Justin Hurst, Marcus J Williams, Adam Gomez, Thomas M. Ashe 

3. Petition (ID # 3571) 

For a Special Permit Motor Vehicle Rentals at the Properties Known as 117 Spring Street 

(A.K.A. 121) (11040-00787), ES Pearle Street (09585-0110), ES Spring Street (11040-

0079) and ES Spring Street (11040-0081) as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.2 and M.G.L. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: One Twenty One Spring Street, 

LLC 

By: Darryl Schwartz  

Petitioner: Eduardo Infante  

By: Eduardo Infante  

 
HISTORY: 

08/15/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE 
 Next: 09/27/16 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Erica, an employee for U-Haul, spoke on behalf of the petitioner.  She stated that the 

petitioner would like to rent U-Haul trucks from their location.  She admitted that the 

petitioner had been cited for illegally renting U-Haul trucks recently.  That is what prompted 

the application for a special permit.   

 

Phil Dromey stated that there has been a on-going issue with locations around the city 

illegally renting U-Haul trucks.   

 

Councilor Edwards was concerned that the petitioner was not present to speak to the 

council.  

 

Councilor Walsh moved to continue the hearing. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 117_Spring_St_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Spring_St_117_2106 (PDF) 

RESULT: CONTINUE Next: 10/24/2016 7:00 PM 

4. Petition (ID # 3616) 

For a Special Permit for an Accessory Wall Sign, Located Above the First Floor at the 

Property Known as 300 (A.K.A. 284) Birnie Avenue (01480-0080), as Authorized by  M.G.L. 

and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 9, Section 9.8.17. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Birnie Avenue, LLC   

By: William Keavany 

Petitioner: New England Orthopedic Surgeons  

By: Anthony Rino 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A representative of New England Orthopedic Surgeons spoke in favor of the petition.  He 

stated that the sign was not adverse to the neighborhood and will advertise the business. 

 

Councilor Fenton suggested and the petitioner agreed to move the proposed sign on the 

south side of the building to match the position of the propsed sign on the north side of the 

building. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Birnie_Ave_300_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Birnie_Ave_300_2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [9 TO 0] 

AYES: Shea, Twiggs, Allen, Rooke, Williams, Ramos, Edwards, Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: Justin Hurst, Marcus J Williams, Adam Gomez, Thomas M. Ashe 

5. Petition (ID # 3621) 

For a Special Permit to Renovate and Reopen a Pre-Existing, Non-Conforming Commercial 

Use (Retail) at the Property Known as 64-66 Hancock Street (06250-0013), as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 10, Section 10.1.42. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

Petitioner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Hancock_St_64_66_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Hancock_St_64-66_2016 (PDF) 
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RESULT: CONTINUE Next: 10/24/2016 7:00 PM 

III. Zoning Ordinances 

6. Zoning Ordinance (ID # 3610) 

To Amend the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Text Enacted, May 28, 2013, Effective August 

26, 2013, by Amending: Article 2 Definition of “Buffer Planting Strip”, “Lot, Corner”, “Front 

Yard”, “Rear Yard”; Article 4, Section(S) 4.3.20, Table 4-2, Table 4-4, Section 4.4.13, 

4.4.20, 4.4.71(B) and 4.5.32(2); Article 5, Table 5-1, Section 5.6, 5.2.10, 5.2.80 and 

5.3.20; Article 7, Section 7.1.32(C), Table 7-1, Section 7.1.53, 7.3.21, 7.4.21 and 7.4.32; 

Article 9, Section 9.8.22, 9.3.70 and 9.10.10; Article 11, Section 11.1.14; Article 12, 

Section 12.1.41 (See Attached for Full Text). 

  

PETITIONER: Springfield Planning Board  
  

ADDRESS: City Wide 

  

CHANGE REQUESTED: See Above  

  

 
HISTORY: 

09/12/16 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE   

ATTACHMENTS: 

 3184_City_Wide_Edits_Formal_Petition_2016 (PDF) 

 3184_Zoning_Amendments_2016_CC (PDF) 

RESULT: MOTION TO CONTINUE Next: 10/24/2016 7:00 PM 



 City Council Meeting: 09/27/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 DEFEATED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3450) DOC ID: 3450  

Updated: 3/28/2016 2:37 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Renovate and Reopen a Pre-Existing, 
Non-Conforming Commercial Use (Retail) at the Properties 
Known as 232 Orange Street (09340-0038) and NS Orange 

Street (09340-0037) Under Non-Use, as Allowed by M.G.L. and 
the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 10, Section 10.1.42. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Ana Davila  

By: Ana Davila  

Petitioner: Erica Nunez  

By: Erica Nunez  

 
HISTORY: 

04/25/16 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE  Next: 05/23/16 

05/23/16 City Council REFER TO COMMITTEE  Next: 06/27/16 

06/27/16 City Council CONTINUE   

08/15/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 09/27/16 

RESULT: FAILED [0 TO 8] 

NAYS: Shea, Twiggs, Allen, Rooke, Williams, Edwards, Walsh, Fenton 

ABSTAIN: Orlando Ramos 

ABSENT: Justin Hurst, Marcus J Williams, Adam Gomez, Thomas M. Ashe 

2.1

Packet Pg. 6
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 City Council Meeting: 09/27/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3556) DOC ID: 3556  

Updated: 6/14/2016 11:00 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for Motor Vehicle Painting And/Or Body 
Work (Auto Body Shop), at the Property Known as 784 Bay 

Street (01085-0091), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield 
Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.3(5). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Joseph A. Whitton Properties, LLC 

By: Barbara A. Choiniere 

Petitioner: Argenis Ramos  

By: Argenis Ramos 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [9 TO 0] 

AYES: Shea, Twiggs, Allen, Rooke, Williams, Ramos, Edwards, Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: Justin Hurst, Marcus J Williams, Adam Gomez, Thomas M. Ashe 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/27/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3571) DOC ID: 3571  

Updated: 6/15/2016 10:26 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit Motor Vehicle Rentals at the Properties 
Known as 117 Spring Street (A.K.A. 121) (11040-00787), ES 

Pearle Street (09585-0110), ES Spring Street (11040-0079) and 
ES Spring Street (11040-0081) as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 
Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 

12.2 and M.G.L. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: One Twenty One Spring Street, 

LLC 

By: Darryl Schwartz  

Petitioner: Eduardo Infante  

By: Eduardo Infante  

 
HISTORY: 

08/15/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 09/27/16 

RESULT: CONTINUE Next: 10/24/2016 7:00 PM 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/27/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3616) DOC ID: 3616  

Updated: 8/22/2016 1:40 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for an Accessory Wall Sign, Located 
Above the First Floor at the Property Known as 300 (A.K.A. 
284) Birnie Avenue (01480-0080), as Authorized by  M.G.L. 
and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 9, Section 

9.8.17. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Birnie Avenue, LLC   

By: William Keavany 

Petitioner: New England Orthopedic Surgeons  

By: Anthony Rino 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [9 TO 0] 

AYES: Shea, Twiggs, Allen, Rooke, Williams, Ramos, Edwards, Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: Justin Hurst, Marcus J Williams, Adam Gomez, Thomas M. Ashe 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/27/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3621) DOC ID: 3621  

Updated: 8/30/2016 3:48 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Renovate and Reopen a Pre-Existing, 
Non-Conforming Commercial Use (Retail) at the Property 

Known as 64-66 Hancock Street (06250-0013), as Allowed by 
M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 10, 

Section 10.1.42. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

Petitioner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

 

RESULT: CONTINUE Next: 10/24/2016 7:00 PM 
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