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 Hearings 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on October 24, 2016 at Springfield City Hall -- Council 

Chambers, 36 Court Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Justin Hurst At Large Councilor Present  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Absent  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Absent  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Late 7:19 PM 

Orlando Ramos Vice President- Ward 8 Councilor Present  

Marcus J Williams Ward 5 Councilor Present  

Adam Gomez Ward 1 Councilor Present  

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Kateri B. Walsh At-Large Councilor Present  

Michael A. Fenton President Present  

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

 Resolutions 

1. Resolution (ID # 3705) 

Solidarity with Muslims 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Council Gomez spoke in favor of the resolution.  

 

All Councilors were added as sponsors. 

RESULT: PASSED BY VOICE VOTE 

 Zone Changes 

2. Zoning Ordinance 2016-4 

To Amend the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Text Enacted, May 28, 2013, Effective August 

26, 2013, by Amending: Article 2 Definition of “Buffer Planting Strip”, “Lot, Corner”, “Front 

Yard”, “Rear Yard”; Article 4, Section(S) 4.3.20, Table 4-2, Table 4-4, Section 4.4.13, 

4.4.20, 4.4.71(B) and 4.5.32(2); Article 5, Table 5-1, Section 5.6, 5.2.10, 5.2.80 and 
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5.3.20; Article 7, Section 7.1.32(C), Table 7-1, Section 7.1.53, 7.3.21, 7.4.21 and 7.4.32; 

Article 9, Section 9.8.22, 9.3.70 and 9.10.10; Article 11, Section 11.1.14; Article 12, 

Section 12.1.41 (See Attached for Full Text). 

  

PETITIONER: Springfield Planning Board  
  

ADDRESS: City Wide 

  

CHANGE REQUESTED: See Above  

  

 
HISTORY: 

09/12/16 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE   

09/27/16 City Council MOTION TO CONTINUE 
 Next: 10/24/16 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Phil Dromey, from the Office of Planning and Economic Development, spoke in favor of the 

amendment.  He explained the edits and correction that would be updated by the 

amendment. 

 

No one appeared to speak in opposition of the amendment.   

 

Councilor Ramos asked why individuals can build residential in industrial areas. 

 

Councilor Allen asked about future amendments. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 3184_City_Wide_Edits_Formal_Petition_2016 (PDF) 

 3184_Zoning_Amendments_2016_CC (PDF) 

RESULT: RECEIVED 1ST STEP  [11 TO 0] 

AYES: Hurst, Shea, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Williams, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 

3. Zoning Ordinance 2016-5 

To Change the Zoning of  the Property Known as NWS East Street (04260-0051) from 

Residence B to Commercial P. 

  

PETITIONER: Clark E. Matthews   
  

ADDRESS: NWS East Street  
  

CHANGE REQUESTED: Res B to Com P   

  

 
HISTORY: 

10/17/16 City Council REFERRED TO COMMITTEE   
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Clark Matthews, the petitioner, spoke in favor.  

 

He stated that he wanted to turn the parcel into a parking lot for the abutting business that 

he owns. 

 

No one spoke in opposition to the petition. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 20160915103526360 (PDF) 

 3185_NWS_East_St_2016_CC (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

AYES: Hurst, Shea, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Williams, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 

 Special Permits 

4. Petition (ID # 3621) 

For a Special Permit to Renovate and Reopen a Pre-Existing, Non-Conforming Commercial 

Use (Retail) at the Property Known as 64-66 Hancock Street (06250-0013), as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 10, Section 10.1.42. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

Petitioner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

 
HISTORY: 

09/27/16 City Council CONTINUE 
 Next: 10/24/16 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Jabir Jebir, the petitioner, spoke in favor of the petition.  Petitioner plans to open a bakery 

and convenience store on the first floor, he will live with his family on the second floor.  

 

Councilor Hurst read the following reasons into the record: 

(1) The specific site is an appropriate location for such a use, structure, or condition. 

(2) The use as developed will not adversely affect the neighborhood. 

(3) Adequate and appropriate facilities will be provided for the proper operation of the 

proposed use. 

(4.) To incorporate the Planning Staff analysis into the decision at the basis of the 

findings. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Hancock_St_64_66_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Hancock_St_64-66_2016 (PDF) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

AYES: Hurst, Shea, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Williams, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 

5. Petition (ID # 3655) 

For a Special Permit(S) for Motor Vehicle Sales and Auto Body Shop at the Property Known 

as 91 Pinevale Street (09755-0075), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.1 and Section 12.3(5). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Phoenix Island, LLC  

By: Wei Ni 

Petitioner: Beris Gouldbourn  

By: Beris Gouldbourn  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Eric Storbourne spoke in favor of the special permit. Motion to table by Councilor Ramos, 

seconded by Councilor Edwards. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 91_Pinevale_St_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Pinevale_St_91_2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 11/28/2016 7:00 PM 

6. Petition (ID # 3659) 

For a Special Permit to Allow for the Installation of a Wall Sign, Above the First Floor, at the 

Property Known as 32 Hampden Street (06230-0010) as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 

Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.8.17 and M.G.L. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: New England Farm Workers 

Council, Inc.  

By: John Motto  

Petitioner: Re/Max Ignite  

By: Heydie Rivera  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

John Lamansky, of 23 Carriage Road in Chicopee, spoke in favor of the petition. 

 

Councilor Allen confirmed the REMAX is a tenant in the building and he confirmed that the 

owner is in support of the sign.   

 

Councilor Allen asked Phil Dromey if the planning department had concerns about the 

format of the sign.  Mr. Dromey stated that he did not. 

 

Councilor Gomez asked how the sign would be affixed to the building.  The petitioner stated 

that brackets will be installed on the building. 
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Councilor Fenton asked if the proposal had been put before the historic commission.  Mr. 

Dromey stated that the historic commission has no jurisdiction on this building because the 

petitioner was not using state or federal funds.  

 

Councilor Edwards spoke in support.  

 

Councilor Marcus Williams stated that he would support getting a report from the historic 

commission. 

 

In response to a question from Councilor Ramos, the petitioner stated that it is against the 

law to put a sign above the roof line. 

 

Councilor Fenton spoke in opposition to the permit.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 32_Hampden_St_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Hampden_St_32_2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: FAILED [8 TO 3] 

AYES: Hurst, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, Walsh 

NAYS: Kenneth E. Shea, Marcus J Williams, Michael A. Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 

7. Petition (ID # 3571) 

For a Special Permit Motor Vehicle Rentals at the Properties Known as 117 Spring Street 

(A.K.A. 121) (11040-00787), ES Pearle Street (09585-0110), ES Spring Street (11040-

0079) and ES Spring Street (11040-0081) as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.2 and M.G.L. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: One Twenty One Spring Street, 

LLC 

By: Darryl Schwartz  

Petitioner: Eduardo Infante  

By: Eduardo Infante  

 
HISTORY: 

08/15/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE 
 Next: 09/27/16 

09/27/16 City Council CONTINUE 
 Next: 10/24/16 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Danny Adorno, representing the petitioner, spoke in favor of the petition. 

 

Councilor Gomez spoke in favor of the petition.  He stated that he wanted the property 

owner to appear. 
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Councilor Shea expressed concerns about having a U-haul operate at that location. 

 

Councilor Edwards spoke in favor of the special permit. 

 

Councilor Hurst read the following reasons into the record: 

(1) The specific site is an appropriate location for such a use, structure, or condition. 

(2) The use as developed will not adversely affect the neighborhood. 

(3) Adequate and appropriate facilities will be provided for the proper operation of the 

proposed use. 

(4.) To incorporate the Planning Staff analysis into the decision at the basis of the 

findings. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 117_Spring_St_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Spring_St_117_2106 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

AYES: Hurst, Shea, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Williams, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 



 City Council Meeting: 10/24/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Council 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: General 
  Prepared By: Susan Kacoyannakis 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Adam Gomez 

 Sponsors: Gomez, Williams, Edwards, Ramos, Rooke 

 RESOLUTION (ID # 3705) DOC ID: 3705  

Updated: 10/19/2016 11:55 AM by Susan Kacoyannakis  Page 1 

Solidarity with Muslims 

CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 

In The City Council   October 24, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the United States was founded by immigrants, many fleeing religious persecution, 

who enshrined freedom of religion as one of our nation’s fundamental legal and ethical 

principles, and 

  
WHEREAS, the history of Islam in the United States began even before its founding when 

African Muslims were enslaved and brought to the Americas, where they later helped in 

numerous ways to build this country, including sacrificing their lives on the line in every major 

war from the Revolutionary War on, and 

  
WHEREAS, there are more than 3 million Muslims living in the United States today, and 

thousands living in the city of Springfield, making invaluable contributions to our economy, our 

social and political life, and our culture, and 

  
WHEREAS, there has been an unprecedented backlash since 9/11 in the form of hate crimes and 

employment discrimination toward Arab and Muslim Americans and those perceived as 

Muslims, and 

  
WHEREAS, Arab and Muslim Americans, and those perceived as Muslims, are frequently the 

targets of abusive and discriminatory police practices sanctioned by the state including 

surveillance in their neighborhoods and places of worship, and  
  
WHEREAS, we are saddened and outraged at the recent escalation of hateful rhetoric against 

Muslims, those perceived to be Muslims, immigrants, and all people of color, and we are 

particularly concerned to see political figures and elected government officials leading this 

escalation and using it in order to gain power, and  
  
WHEREAS, in the face of extreme bigotry and violence, Muslim communities and their leaders 

are using the language and teachings of Islam to promote peace and justice and service, and their 

institutions are continuing to play an essential societal role providing charitable and humanitarian 

services to those in need, and 

  
WHEREAS, we, as elected representatives of the people, have a special responsibility not to stay 

silent in the face of hate violence and discrimination against any of our constituents or 

countrymen, 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield City Council hereby 

  
(1)   Condemns all hateful speech and violent action directed at Muslims, those perceived to be 

Muslims, immigrants and people of color, 

1
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(2)   Categorically rejects political tactics that use fear to manipulate voters or to gain power or 

influence, 
  
(3)   Commits to pursuing a policy agenda that affirms civil and human rights, and ensures that 

those targeted on the basis of race, religion or immigration status can turn to government without 

fear of recrimination,  
  
(4)   Reaffirms the value of a pluralistic society, the beauty of a culture composed of multiple 

cultures, and the inalienable right of every person to live and practice their faith without fear. 
 

 

RESULT: PASSED BY VOICE VOTE 

1
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 City Council Meeting: 10/24/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3621) DOC ID: 3621  

Updated: 8/30/2016 3:48 PM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Renovate and Reopen a Pre-Existing, 
Non-Conforming Commercial Use (Retail) at the Property 

Known as 64-66 Hancock Street (06250-0013), as Allowed by 
M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 10, 

Section 10.1.42. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

Petitioner: Jabir Jebir   

By: Jabir Jebir   

 
HISTORY: 

09/27/16 City Council CONTINUE  Next: 10/24/16 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

AYES: Hurst, Shea, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Williams, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 
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 City Council Meeting: 10/24/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3655) DOC ID: 3655  

Updated: 9/8/2016 10:29 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit(S) for Motor Vehicle Sales and Auto 
Body Shop at the Property Known as 91 Pinevale Street 
(09755-0075), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield 
Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.1 and 

Section 12.3(5). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Phoenix Island, LLC  

By: Wei Ni 

Petitioner: Beris Gouldbourn  

By: Beris Gouldbourn  

 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 11/28/2016 7:00 PM 
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 City Council Meeting: 10/24/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 DEFEATED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3659) DOC ID: 3659  

Updated: 9/22/2016 8:48 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Allow for the Installation of a Wall 
Sign, Above the First Floor, at the Property Known as 32 

Hampden Street (06230-0010) as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 
Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.8.17 and 

M.G.L. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: New England Farm Workers 

Council, Inc.  

By: John Motto  

Petitioner: Re/Max Ignite  

By: Heydie Rivera  

 

RESULT: FAILED [8 TO 3] 

AYES: Hurst, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, Walsh 

NAYS: Kenneth E. Shea, Marcus J Williams, Michael A. Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 
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 City Council Meeting: 10/24/16 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3571) DOC ID: 3571  

Updated: 6/15/2016 10:26 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit Motor Vehicle Rentals at the Properties 
Known as 117 Spring Street (A.K.A. 121) (11040-00787), ES 

Pearle Street (09585-0110), ES Spring Street (11040-0079) and 
ES Spring Street (11040-0081) as Allowed by M.G.L. and the 
Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 

12.2 and M.G.L. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: One Twenty One Spring Street, 

LLC 

By: Darryl Schwartz  

Petitioner: Eduardo Infante  

By: Eduardo Infante  

 
HISTORY: 

08/15/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 09/27/16 

09/27/16 City Council CONTINUE  Next: 10/24/16 

RESULT: ADOPTED [11 TO 0] 

AYES: Hurst, Shea, Allen, Williams, Ramos, Williams, Gomez, Ashe, Edwards, 

Walsh, Fenton 

ABSENT: E. Henry Twiggs, Timothy J. Rooke 
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