
 CITY COUNCIL 

City Clerk’s Office        1/4/2017 

Regular Meeting Agenda~ 
  

 

I hereby notify you that at twelve o’clock noon today the following items of business had been 

filed with this office and can be acted upon at the meeting in City Council Chambers, Room 200 at City 

Hall, 36 Court Street Monday evening January 9, 2017 at 07:00 PM according to Section 12, Rules and 

Orders of the City Council. 
 

City Clerk 
 

City Council Page 1 Printed 1/5/2017 

Possible Public Speak-Out Time 6:30 PM 

 

Call to Order 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on January 9, 2017 at City Hall, 36 Court Street, 

Springfield, MA. 

 

 

 

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

Informational 

 

Reports of Committee 

 

Grants 

 

(1.) HUD Continuum of Care Grant - No Match - $3,479,984 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CoC Grant Set-Up & Award (PDF) 

(2.) Increase of $250,000 to the Crisis Intervention Grant - No Match - Total Award $650,000 

(Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Crisis Intervention Grant Increase (PDF) 

(3.) Mass in Motion- 1422 Grant Increase - No Match Required $440,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Mass in Motion Grant (PDF) 

(4.) FY17 State Aid to Public Library- No Match Required $281,477.10 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Library State Aid Grant (PDF) 

(5.) Mass Multi-City Young Children's Mental Health System of Care (SOC) Planning Project - 

No Match Required $198,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Multi-City Grant (PDF) 
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(6.) Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers (MLCHC) Emergency Preparedness 

for HSH - No Match Required $2,000 (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Emergency Preparedness Grant (PDF) 

Orders 

 

(7.) Order Authorizing the Library Department to Apply for Grant for New East Forest Park 

Library (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Attachment 1 (PDF) 

 Attachment 2 (PDF) 

(8.) Collective Bargaining Agreement Ratification - SOLE (Mayor Sarno) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAFO Cert- SOLE Settlement (PDF) 

Zoning Ordinances 

 

(9.) City Wide - Interim Regulations for Recreational Marijuana - the Proposal is to Amend 

Article 4, by Adding Section 4.7.110 – Interim Regulations for Recreational Marijuana (See 

Attached) City Wide - Interim Regulations for Recreational Marijuana None Yet 

  

PETITIONER: Springfield Planning Board  
  

ADDRESS: City Wide 

  

CHANGE REQUESTED: See Above  

  
ATTACHMENTS: 

 #3186_Interim_Regulations_for_Recreational_Marijuana_2016 (PDF) 

 3186_Interim_Regulations_for_RM_2016 (PDF) 

Ordinances 

 

(10.) ORD-2016-12 - Chapter 418: Preservation of Historically Significant Buildings 

(11.) (ID # 3831) - Community Preservation Committee 

Suspension of Rules 
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HUD Continuum of Care Grant - No Match - $3,479,984 (Mayor 
Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Office of Housing (“Department”) has been awarded a grant in the 

amount of $3,479,984 from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development; and 

 WHEREAS, the funds provided are intended to be used to improve the lives of homeless 

men, women, and children through local planning efforts and through direct housing and service 

programs; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds for the purposes as requested 

by the donor; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant funds and requests authorization 

from the City Council and the Mayor to expend the donation funds listed below for the purposes 

of such donation; and   

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures 

and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure of the donation 

funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) 

of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant funds 

listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and the grant 

funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate account and may 

be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 
 

 

HUD Continuum of Care Grant -  $3,479,984 
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Increase of $250,000 to the Crisis Intervention Grant - No 
Match - Total Award $650,000 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Office of Housing (“Department”) has been awarded an increase of 

$250,000 to the "Crisis Intervention Grant" from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Health 

and Human Services, bringing the total grant award to $650,000; and 

 WHEREAS, the funds are intended to provide services to families experiencing recent or 

chronic homelessness, as well as providing housing and support for unaccompanied homeless 

youth; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds for the purposes as requested 

by the donor; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department  has accepted the donation and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the donation funds listed below for the purposes of 

such donation; and   

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures 

and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure of the donation 

funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) 

of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant funds 

listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and the grant 

funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate account and may 

be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 
 

 

Crisis Intervention Grant - $650,000 
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Mass in Motion- 1422 Grant Increase - No Match Required 
$440,000 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Springfield Health and Human Services Department has been 

awarded a  Mass in Motion- 1422 Grant increase of $440,000.00 from the Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health; and 

 WHEREAS,    the purpose of the grant is to support the Mass in Motion Municipal 

Wellness and Leadership Initiative by implementing local policy, systems and environmental 

change strategies to prevent and reduce overweight/obesity, chronic disease and associated 
risk factors and to create healthier communities; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to create a multi-sector 

partnership to develop and implement community-level strategies that focus on reducing 
disparities and health inequities; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 
such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

       Mass in Motion- 1422 Grant Increase - No Match Required $440,000 
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FY17 State Aid to Public Library- No Match Required 
$281,477.10 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Library Department has been awarded State Aid to Public Libraries 

of $281,477.10 From the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the State Aid to the Public Libraries is an integral part of the Board of 

Library Commissioners responsibility to support, develop, coordinate, improve and promote 

library services throughout the Commonwealth. The Board also strives to provide every 

resident of the Commonwealth with full and equal access to the library information 

resources regardless of geographic locations, social or economic status, age, level of 

physical or intellectual ability or cultural background; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the state aid to provide funding for, 

Printing and Binding, Library Materials, Library programs, Professional Development, and 

Salary and Wages; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 

such grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation. 

 

FY17 State Aid to Public Library - No Match Required $281,477.10 
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Mass Multi-City Young Children's Mental Health System of 
Care (SOC) Planning Project - No Match Required $198,000 

(Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Health and Human Services Department (“Department”) has been 

awarded Mass Multi-City Young Children's Mental Health System of Care (SOC) Planning 
Project“ grant of $198,000.00 from the Boston Public Health Commission and 

 WHEREAS,  the purpose of the grant is to develop strategic plans to improve local 

services for children ages 0-9 with serious emotional disturbances and their families. 

 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to provide eligible 

parents stipends, transportation and childcare. The grant funds will also be used for travel 
reimbursement, consultant fee, clerical support, focus group stipends and food. 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 
such grants; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

Mass Multi-City Young Children's Mental Health System of Care (SOC) 

Planning Project - No Match Required $198,000 
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City Council       Meeting: 01/09/17 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Melanie Acobe 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3814  

Updated: 1/4/2017 11:58 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers 
(MLCHC) Emergency Preparedness for HSH - No Match 

Required $2,000 (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the Department of Health and Human Services, Springfield Health 

Services for the Homeless Health Center, has been awarded a MLCHC Emergency 

Preparedness for HSH Grant of $2,000.00 from the Mass League of Community Health 
Center; and 

 WHEREAS,    the purpose of the MLCHC Emergency Preparedness Grant is to assist 

community health centers to be prepared to respond to disasters that affect their own 

center and patient population and to assist in a medical/surge event that may overwhelm 

local resources; and  

 WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant funds and requests authorization 

from the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes 

of such grants; and 

  WHEREAS, the Department has accepted the grant and requests authorization from 

the City Council and the Mayor to expend the grant funds listed below for the purposes of 
such grants; and  

WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all 

pertinent financial information reasonably available, has certified that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed 

expenditures and obligations involved in the City Council Order authorizing the expenditure 

of the grant funds listed herein,  subject to the approval of the Mayor, without a detrimental 

impact on the continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance 

with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 

of the Acts of 2008. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, acting pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 44, 

sec. 53A, that the City Council approves the expenditure by the Department of the grant 

funds listed below for the purposes of such grant, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and 

the grant funds received shall be deposited with the City Treasurer and held as a separate 

account and may be expended for the purposes of the grant without further appropriation: 

 

 

MLCHC Emergency Preparedness for HSH -  $2,000 
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City Council       Meeting: 01/09/17 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Melanie Acobe 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3830 A 

Updated: 1/4/2017 12:48 PM by Melanie Acobe A Page 1 

Order Authorizing the Library Department to Apply for Grant 
for New East Forest Park Library (Mayor Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the City Library Department intends to apply for a grant (See Attachment 1) from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners ("MBLC Grant") for partial funding for the construction 
of a new East Forest Park Branch Library, to be built on a portion of the Mary Dryden Veterans Memorial 
Elementary School site consisting of approximately 3.525 acres, as depicted on the plan attached hereto 
as Attachment 2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department intends to use the grant funds to partially pay for the construction 
costs for the East Forest Park Branch Library project, and  
 

WHEREAS,  the Department seeks the City Council's approval to apply for the grant, so that the 

application may be submitted on or before the grant application deadline of January 26, 2017; and  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,  that the City Council authorizes the Library Department to 

submit an application for the MBLC grant for the purposes described herein.   
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City Council       Meeting: 01/09/17 07:00 PM 
                           Initiator: Melanie Acobe 

                   SCHEDULED Sponsors: Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 

 DOC ID: 3815  

Updated: 1/4/2017 11:56 AM by Jennifer Whisher  Page 1 

Collective Bargaining Agreement Ratification - SOLE (Mayor 
Sarno) 

 WHEREAS, the City's Labor Relations Director has received confirmation from the 

Springfield Organization of Library Employees (SOLE)- that this bargaining unit has ratified a 

new collective bargaining agreement for the time period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018;  

and 

 WHEREAS, the Labor Relations Department is requesting that the City Council approve the 

terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement, which are described in a letter from the Labor 

Relations Director and Memorandum from the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, 

which are attached hereto; and 

 WHEREAS, the Agreement includes wage increases effective July 1, 2015 of two per cent 

(2%); and  

 WHEREAS, the Agreement includes wage increases effective July 1, 2016 of two per cent 

(2%); and 

 WHEREAS, the Agreement includes wage increases effective July 1, 2017 of two per cent 

(2%); and 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer has certified that after an 

evaluation of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial 

resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures 

and obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 

continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with Section 2(f) 

of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008;  

 NOW THEREFORE, the City Council hereby approves the report of the Labor Relations 

Director regarding the ratification of the collective bargaining agreement between the City of 

Springfield and the Springfield Organization of Library Employees (SOLE), and the terms 

thereof, as described in the attached documents, for the time period of July 1, 2015 through June 

30, 2018. 
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City of Springfield  Division of Administration 
36 Court Street  and Finance 
Springfield, MA 01103 
 

 
 

To: Springfield City Council   

From: Timothy J. Plante, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer 

Date: December 28, 2016 

Re: Order for Council Meeting – January 09, 2017 

Cc: Mayor Sarno 
  

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide an explanation of the order sponsored 
by the Mayor for the January 09, 2017 Council meeting that requests ratification of the 
current agreement between the City of Springfield and the Springfield Organization of 
Library Employees (SOLE). 
 
Background: The new agreement includes a 2% wage increase each fiscal year from 
FY16 through FY18 for City Library employees. The City will need to fund $40,062 in 
retroactive pay agreed upon under this new agreement, and sufficient funds exist in the 
current year budget to absorb the increase. 
  
CAFO Certification: This memorandum will confirm that in my professional opinion, as 
the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, after an evaluation of all pertinent 
financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 
revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support the proposed expenditures and 
obligations involved in this City Council Order, without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of municipal services, in accordance with 
Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of 
the Acts of 2008. 

 
This certification is made in accordance with Section 2(f) of Chapter 656 of the Acts of 

1989, as added by Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the Acts of 2008. 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/09/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Council 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Local Law 
  Prepared By: Tasheena Davis 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Tasheena Davis 

 Sponsors: Ward 2 Councilor Fenton, At-Large Councilor Williams 

 ORDINANCE 2016-12 DOC ID: 3801  

Updated: 12/14/2016 9:53 AM by Tasheena Davis  Page 1 

Chapter 418: Preservation of Historically Significant 
Buildings 

AMENDING CHAPTER 418 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 

1986, AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING SECTION 3 AND SECTION 4 THEREOF 

ORD.  NO. ___ 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 3 of Chapter 418, The Preservation of Historically Significant Buildings, of the Code of the City 

of Springfield, is hereby amended by adding subsection E and subsection F to read as follows: 

 

E. The Commission shall notify the City Council and the Mayor of any building listed individually on the 

State Register of Historic Places, any building it determines to be a contributing part of a district listed on 

the State Register of Historic Places, or any building it determines to be individually eligible for listing on 

the National Register of Historic Places.  

 

F. No municipal department shall use general funds, grant funds, or bond funds to demolish a building 

without first offering, through a request for proposals, financial rehabilitation incentives equal to or 

greater than the estimated cost of demolition. The results of the request for proposal will be reported to 

the City Council in writing. If no acceptable responses to such a request for proposals are received by the 

City, the applicable municipal department will advise the Council that no acceptable responses were 

received, and request clearance to complete the demolition.  At that time the Council can either approve 

the demolition, or order another attempt at issuing an RFP.   

 

When the RFP is issued, such RFP will note the amount of money available for the rehabilitation, and 

shall further: 

a. Require proof that the respondent is financially able to complete the rehabilitation; 

b. Require a detailed plan of rehabilitation, including a firm time line;  The rehabilitation of all 

properties governed by this section shall be completed no later than 12 months from the date of 

award of the project; 

c. Require that any respondent sign a reverter deed to the property, with advisement to the 

respondent that failure to timely complete the rehabilitation will result in the filing of the reverter 
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deed, extinguishing their rights to the property and returning ownership of the property to the 

City of Springfield; 

d. Advise all respondent’s that the rehabilitation plan and all work done in accordance with such 

plan must comply with all applicable codes, and must be approved by the Commission for 

historical appropriateness; 

e. Advise respondent’s that the financial incentive money will not be paid out until the project is 

complete, and a certificate of occupancy has been issued by the City of Springfield Building 

Department. 

f. Require that respondent does not have a significant history of non-compliance with code 

enforcement as determined by the RFP Review Committee and/or does not have any outstanding 

financial obligations to the City.  

 

Section 4 of Chapter 418, The Preservation of Historically Significant Buildings, of the Code of the City 

of Springfield, is hereby amended by deleting subsections 4C (a), 4C (b), and 4C (c) in their entirety and 

inserting the following: 

 

D. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to inhibit the Law Department’s ability to seek and enforce a 

court demolition order, provided the Law Department and/or the Office of Housing provides the 

Historical Commission notice upon filing a motion to demolish a building not less than sixty (60) days 

prior to demolition.  

 

     Approved as to form 

     Tasheena M. Davis  

     Associate City Solicitor 

 

 
HISTORY: 

12/19/16 City Council FIRST STEP   
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 City Council Meeting: 01/09/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: City Clerk 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: General 
  Prepared By: Anthony I. Wilson 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Anthony I. Wilson 

 Sponsors: Ward 2 Councilor Michael A. Fenton 

 ORDINANCE (ID # 3831) DOC ID: 3831  

Updated: 1/4/2017 12:44 PM by Anthony I. Wilson  Page 1 

Community Preservation Committee 

AMENDING CHAPTER 16 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 

1986, AS AMENDED, BY ADDING SECTION 20 THEREOF 

ORD.  NO. ___ 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, AS FOLLOWS: 

Chapter 16, of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield, 1986, as amended, is hereby further 

amended by adding the following new Article XX thereto: 

ARTICLE XX: Community Preservation Committee  
 

16-73 Establishment 

There shall be a Community Preservation Committee in accordance with Chapter 267 of the Acts 

of 2000, the Community Preservation Act, which shall consist of nine members, none of whom 

shall be employed by the City.  
 

16-74 Membership  

The Committee shall be composed of: 
 

one member of the Conservation Commission as designated by the Commission,  
 

one member of the Historical Commission as designated by the Commission, 
  
one member of the Housing Authority as designated by the Authority, 
 

one member of the Park Commission as designated by the Commission, 
 

one member of the Planning Board as designated the Board,  
 

one member of the Springfield Preservation Trust as designated by the Trust,  
  
three Springfield residents, who do not hold elected or appointed office, as appointed by 

the City Council President from recommendations submitted by neighborhood councils 

and associations. The City Council President shall contact in writing all neighborhood 

councils and associations to request a recommendation from each and choose three 

residents from names submitted by thirty days of the written request. 
 

16-75 Term of Office 

A. The term of office shall be for three years. No member shall serve more than two full 

terms. To stagger members, initially members from the Planning Board, Housing 

Authority, and Park Commission shall serve for one year; and members from the 
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Conservation Commission, Historical Commission, and Springfield Preservation Trust 

shall serve for two years. 
 

B. In the event that a designee of a governmental board no longer serves on the board they 

represent, that position shall be vacant and filled by the appropriate body for the 

remainder of the term. 
 

16-76 Authority and Responsibility 

A. The Committee shall study the needs, possibilities, and resources of the City regarding 

community preservation. The Committee shall consult with the Mayor, City Council, 

Conservation Commission, Historical Commission, Park Commission, Housing Authority, 

and Planning Board, may consult with other agencies. 
 

B. As part of its study, the Committee shall annually hold one or more information hearings on 

the needs, possibilities, and resources of the City regarding community preservation. Notice 

of such hearing(s) shall be posted publicly and published for each of two weeks preceding 

the hearing(s) in a newspaper of general circulation in the City. Notice of such hearing(s) 

shall also be sent to all neighborhood councils and associations no less than three weeks prior 

to the hearing(s). 
 

16-77 Powers and Duties 

A. The Committee shall review and recommend proposals to the City Council for approval 

of appropriations by the City Council. Recommendations may be for: 
 

Acquisition, creation, and preservation of open space and rehabilitation or restoration of 

open space acquired or created by this section; 
 

Acquisition, creation, rehabilitation, restoration, and preservation of land for recreational 

use;  
 

Acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of historic resources; 
 

Acquisition, creation, preservation, and support for community housing; and 

rehabilitation or restoration of community housing acquired or created by this section; 

and   
 

With respect to community housing, the Committee shall recommend, wherever possible, 

the reuse of existing buildings or the construction of new buildings on previously 

developed sites.   
 

B. The Committee shall submit its budget to the City Council. The budget may include 

recommendations to set aside for later spending funds for specific purposes that are 

consistent with community preservation but for which sufficient revenues are not then 

available in the Community Preservation Fund to accomplish that specific purpose or to 
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set aside for later spending funds for general purposes that are consistent with community 

preservation. 
 

C. For each fiscal year, at least ten percent of the estimated annual Community Preservation 

Fund revenues must be appropriated or reserved for initiatives in each of the categories of  

open space and recreational space, community housing, and historic resources. 
 

D. Annual appropriations for administrative and operating expenses of the Committee may 

not exceed five percent of the year’s estimated annual Community Preservation Fund 

resources. 
 

E. The Committee shall keep a full and accurate account of all of its actions, including its 

recommendations and action taken by the City Council on the recommendations. The 

Committee shall also keep records of all appropriations or expenditures made from the 

Community Preservation Fund. Records shall also be kept by the Committee of any real 

property interests acquired, real property disposed of or real property improved by the 

City based upon Committee’s recommendation. These records shall include the names 

and addresses of grantors and grantees and the nature of the consideration.  
 

16-78 Officers and Rules & Regulations 

A. The Committee shall annually elect from its members a Chair and Vice-Chair. 
 

B. By a majority vote of its members, the Committee may adopt rules and regulations for its 

business. 
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