
 City Council 36 Court Street 

  Springfield, MA  01103 

 Hearings Meeting http://www.springfieldcityhall.com 

 

 ~ Draft ~ Anthony I. Wilson 
  413-787-6096 

 

Monday, January 23, 2017 7:00 PM City Hall--Room 220 

City Council Page 1 Printed 2/7/2017 

 

I. Hearings 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on January 23, 2017 at City Hall--Room 220, 36 Court 

Street, Springfield, MA. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Melvin A. Edwards Ward 3 Councilor Present  

Timothy C. Allen Ward 7 Councilor Present  

Timothy J. Rooke At-Large Councilor Present  

Adam Gomez Ward 1 Councilor Present  

Kateri B. Walsh At-Large Councilor Present  

Marcus J Williams Ward 5 Councilor Present  

Thomas M. Ashe At-Large Councilor Present  

E. Henry Twiggs Ward 4 Councilor Present  

Kenneth E. Shea Ward 6 Councilor Absent  

Michael A. Fenton Ward 2 Councilor Late 7:06 PM 

Justin Hurst Vice-President Present  

Bud L. Williams At-Large Councilor Present  

Orlando Ramos President- Ward 8 Councilor Present  

 Moment of Silence - Pledge of Allegiance 

 Zone Changes 

1. Zoning Ordinance (ID # 3779) 

City Wide - Interim Regulations for Recreational Marijuana - the Proposal is to Amend Article 

4, by Adding Section 4.7.110 – Interim Regulations for Recreational Marijuana (See 

Attached) 

  

PETITIONER: Springfield Planning Board  
  

ADDRESS: City Wide 

  

CHANGE REQUESTED: See Above  

  

 
HISTORY: 

12/21/16 Planning Board APPROVED   

01/09/17 City Council RECEIVED 1ST STEP  
 Next: 01/23/17 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Phil Dromey, deputy Director of Planning, spoke in favor of the amendment to the zoning 

ordinance.  Which would create a moratorium on the use of property for the commercial 

sale of recreational marijuana for a period of one year or until the state issued regulations. 

 

Councilor Hurst stated that he would like the moratorium to be shorter than 12 months. 

 

In response to questions from Councilors Walsh and Allen, Mr. Dromey stated that the city 

regulations would follow the same path they took with medical marijuana.  They planned to 

use PVPC to help the city draft the appropriate regulations. 

 

Councilor Rooke questioned the need for a moratorium.  Then he stated that the 

moratorium should probably be for 3 months. 

 

Councilor Gomez stated that he was not in favor of a 12 month moratorium. 

 

Atty. Linda Thompson, of Randolf Street, spoke against the moratorium. 

 

Lisa Mary Jordan spoke in favor of the moratorium.  She was concerned about the impact on 

the children. 

 

Ruth Morehouse, 58 White Oak Rd, spoke in favor of the moratorium.  

 

Allen Agnitti,161 walnut street, spoke in opposition to the moratorium.  He stated that the 

voters legalized marijuana and that the council should respect the will of the people. 

 

Mary Dion, 370 Forest Hill Road, spoke in favor of the moratorium.  She stated that she is 

worried about children getting access to marijuana. 

 

Atty John Thompson, 83 Randolf Street, spoke in opposition to the moratorium. 

 

Councilor Allen stated that he wanted the moratorium for a shorter time period. 

 

Councilor Gomez made a motion to amend to the Moratorium to expire on May 30, 2017. 

 

Motion failed: 

Edwards yes 

allen      yes 

rooke     yes 

gomez    yes 
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walsh     no  

Marcus williams no 

ashe      no 

twiggs    no 

shea      absent  

fenton    no 

hurst      yes 

bud williams no 

ramos      no 

 

Councilor Walsh motion to amend to the moratorium to expire in six months. Seconded by 

Councilor Ashe.  Motion passed unanimously. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 #3186_Interim_Regulations_for_Recreational_Marijuana_2016 (PDF) 

 3186_Interim_Regulations_for_RM_2016 (PDF) 

 Report of the Planning Board (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [12 TO 0] 

AYES: Edwards, Allen, Rooke, Gomez, Walsh, Williams, Ashe, Twiggs, Fenton, 

Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 

 Special Permits 

2. Petition (ID # 3703) 

For a Special Permit to Operate a Drive-Up Service Window at the Property Known as 1398 

(A.K.A. 1402) Allen Street (00280-0419), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1(2). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: McDonald's USA, LLC  

By: Rhona Murray  

Petitioner: McDonald's USA, LLC  

By: Paul A. Sylvia  

 
HISTORY: 

11/28/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE 
 Next: 01/23/17 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Paul A. Silvia, Ayuab Construction Company in Pawtucket, RI, he stated that he represented 

McDonald corporate.  He stated that this project had been approved in the past but that 

McDonald's did not begin the project in time.  They plan to rebuild a McDonald's at this 

location. 

 

Wes Powell, 32 genier lane ct, the owner of the fanchise stated that the hours of operation 

whould be 24 hours a day. 
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Councilor Allen explained that the Outer belt civic association had made an agreement with 

McDonald's Corporate that the hours lobby would be open Sunday-Thursday 5am-11pm and 

Friday to Saturday 5am - 1am.  

 

Councilor Bud Williams stated that the owner of the franchise was not aware of the hours as 

negotiated. 

 

Mr. Powell stated that he wanted to keep the restaurant open for 24 hours. 

 

Rona Murray, from McDonald Corporate, explained that McDonald's corporate agreed to 

reduce the hours to get the project to move forward. 

 

Mr. Powell stated that he believes that the concerns from the neighborhood council were 

related to police calls to McDonald's. 

 

Councilor Ashe stated that he favored tabling the item. 

 

Ms. Murray stated that she did not think that the another meeting with the neighborhood 

council would affect the hours. 

 

Thomas Lott, 207 Forest park Ave, spoke in favor of the special permit but he stated that 

the hours should be 24 hours. 

 

Walter Gould, from the Outer Belt Civic Association, stated that he was in favor of the 

special permit with the reduced hours.  The neighborhood association was not in favor of 

the 24 hour restaurant.  He stated that there were records of police calls to the McDonald's.  

 

In response to questions from Councilor Bud Williams, Walter Gould stated that the hours 

should be reduced for safety. 

 

Mary Dion stated that no other businesses is open 24 hours in the neighborhood.  It was 

created before zoning regulated the hours of businesses. 

  

Mr. Powell stated that he would lose 15% of his revenue if the drive up window was not 

open 24 hours a day. 

 

Councilor Walsh made a motion to continue the matter. Seconded by Councilor Allen. 

 

Motion failed: 

Edwards No 

allen      yes 
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rooke     No 

gomez    yes 

walsh     yes  

Marcus williams yes 

ashe      yes 

twiggs    no 

shea      absent  

fenton    abstain 

hurst      no 

bud williams no 

ramos      no 

 

Councilor Hurst made a motion to amend condition 17 to have drive thru window open for 

24 hours with a 6 month review before the city council and the neighborhood council.  

Seconded by Councilor Edwards.  Passed by voice vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 1398_Allen_St_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Allen-St_1398_2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: FAILED [7 TO 4] 

AYES: Edwards, Rooke, Gomez, Twiggs, Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

NAYS: Timothy C. Allen, Kateri B. Walsh, Marcus J Williams, Thomas M. Ashe 

ABSTAIN: Michael A. Fenton 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 

3. Petition (ID # 3819) 

For a Special Permit to Allow for the Installation of a Wall Sign, Above the First Floor, at the 

Property Known as 1610 Main Street (08130-0149) (A.K.A. 8 Fort Street), as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.8.17 and M.G.L. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: New England Farm Workers 

Council, Inc.  

By: Heriberto Flores  

Petitioner: Peter Picknelly  

By: Peter Picknelly 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Herberto Flores,  42 Atwater Terrace, spoke in favor of the petition. 

 

Andy Yee, 8 Forest Street, spoke in favor of the petition. 

 

Councilor Rooke made a motion to strike condition 6.  Seconded by councilor Fenton.  

Passed unanimously by voice vote.  
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 Main_St_1610_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Main_St_1610_2017 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [12 TO 0] 

AYES: Edwards, Allen, Rooke, Gomez, Walsh, Williams, Ashe, Twiggs, Fenton, 

Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 

4. Petition (ID # 3820) 

For a Special Permit for Motor Vehicle Rentals (Trucks and Trailers) at the Property Known 

as 88 Birnie Avenue (01480-0049) and WS Birnie Avenue (01480-0053),  as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.2. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: 88-90 Birnie Avenue Realty Trust  

By: Richard Bonavita/Carol Slate  

Petitioner: Amerco Real Estate Company  

By: Carlos Vizcarra 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

James Blair, 242 Cold Brook Ave in westfield appeared to speak in favor. 

 

Council Fenton made a motion to continue. Seconded by Councilor Twiggs. 

Motion Failed 

Edwards yes 

Allen no 

Rooke no 

Gomez no 

Walsh no 

M. Williams no 

Ashe yes 

Twiggs no 

Shea absent 

Fenton yes 

Hurst no 

Williams no 

Ramos yes 
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Councilor Gomez clarified that the petitioner would rent U-Haul trucks. 

 

John Bonavita answered questions from Councilor Fenton.  He explained why a 

land swap that had been approved by the City Council had not been completed.   

 

Mr. Bonavita explained that the land swap was dissolved based on the delay of the 

city in completing the deal. 

 

Councilor Fenton explained that he wanted to continue the hearing until the law 

department can explain why the land swap failed. 

 

Councilor Fenton moved to continue the hearing.  Seconded by Councilor Marcus 

Williams. Passed by voice vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Birnie_Ave_88_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Birnie_Ave_88_2017_Amended (PDF) 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 2/27/2017 7:00 PM 

5. Petition (ID # 3821) 

For Special Permit to Re-Establish a Pre-Existing, Non-Conforming Use (Motor Vehicle 

Service Station/Car Wash), at the Properties Known as 1830 Wilbraham Road (12282-0326) 

and WS Parker Street (09510-0611)  as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning 

Ordinance Article 10, Section 10.1.42. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: John & Melba Radner, Trustees  

By: John G. Radner  

Petitioner: Petrogas Group New England, Inc.  

By: Trevor Moore  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Attorney Richard Sypeck, appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke in favor of the 

petition. 

 

The petitioner asked that condition 5 be amended to say "One delivery is allowed between 

9pm and 3am." 

 

Attorney James Gregory, Director of 16 Acre Civic Association, stated that the civic 

association was in favor of the petition. 

 

Councilor Bud Williams moved to amend condition 5 to state "One delivery is allowed 

between 9pm and 3am." Seconded by Councilor Walsh.  Passed by voice vote.  
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Councilor Allen motion to add condition to limit height of the sign to 20 feet.  Seconded by 

Councilor Fenton.  Motion failed by voice vote. 

 

Councilor Rooke motion to add condition to limit height of the sign to 25 feet.  Seconded by 

Councilor Walsh.  Motion passed by voice vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Wilbraham_Rd_1830_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Wilbraham_Rd_1830_2017 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [12 TO 0] 

AYES: Edwards, Allen, Rooke, Gomez, Walsh, Williams, Ashe, Twiggs, Fenton, 

Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 

6. Petition (ID # 3822) 

For Special Permit to Operate a Restaurant with a Drive-Up Service Window, at the 

Properties Known as 2433 Main Street (08130-0452), WS Main Street (08130-0453 &0454) 

and a Portion of 18 Morgan Street (08830-0004),  as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield 

Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1(2). 

Request: See Above  

Owner: David Della Torre  

By: David Della Torre  

Petitioner: GF Enterprises, LLC  

By: George Fellows  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hussein Servenkin, representing the petitioner, spoke in favor of the petition. 

 

Juan Rivera, 16 Morgan Street, spoke against the petition. 

 

Carmen Rivera, 64 Goodridge Street, spoke against the petition. 

 

Richard Russell, representing GF enterprises, spoke in favor of the petition. 

 

Pedro Quintana, 33 Church Street,  stated that he was concerned about the traffic, noise 

and trash. 

 

Motion to table by Councilor Walsh.  Seconded by Councilor Ashe.  Passed by voice vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Main_St_2433_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 Main_St_2433_2017 (PDF) 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 2/27/2017 7:00 PM 

7. Petition (ID # 3824) 



Hearings Meeting Minutes January 23, 2017 

City Council Page 9 Printed 2/7/2017 

For a Special Permit Motor Vehicle Rentals at the Properties Known as 1027 East Columbus 

Avenue (04303-0539), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 

4, Table 4-4, Section 12.2 and M.G.L. 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Harriet Cohen Trustee  

By: Harriet Cohen  

Petitioner: Jeffery Cohen   

By: Jeffery Cohen   

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilor Edwards motion to continue. Seconded by Councilor Hurst. Passed by voice vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 E_Columbus_Ave_1027_Tax_Formal (PDF) 

 E_Columubs_Ave_1027_2017 (PDF) 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 2/27/2017 7:00 PM 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/23/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 DEFEATED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3703) DOC ID: 3703  

Updated: 10/18/2016 10:58 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Operate a Drive-Up Service Window 
at the Property Known as 1398 (A.K.A. 1402) Allen Street 
(00280-0419), as Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield 
Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 19.1(2). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: McDonald's USA, LLC  

By: Rhona Murray  

Petitioner: McDonald's USA, LLC  

By: Paul A. Sylvia  

 
HISTORY: 

11/28/16 City Council LAY ON TABLE  Next: 01/23/17 

RESULT: FAILED [7 TO 4] 

AYES: Edwards, Rooke, Gomez, Twiggs, Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

NAYS: Timothy C. Allen, Kateri B. Walsh, Marcus J Williams, Thomas M. Ashe 

ABSTAIN: Michael A. Fenton 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/23/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3819) DOC ID: 3819  

Updated: 1/3/2017 9:30 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit to Allow for the Installation of a Wall 
Sign, Above the First Floor, at the Property Known as 1610 

Main Street (08130-0149) (A.K.A. 8 Fort Street), as Allowed by 
M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 9, 

Section 9.8.17 and M.G.L. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: New England Farm Workers 

Council, Inc.  

By: Heriberto Flores  

Petitioner: Peter Picknelly  

By: Peter Picknelly 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [12 TO 0] 

AYES: Edwards, Allen, Rooke, Gomez, Walsh, Williams, Ashe, Twiggs, Fenton, 

Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/23/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3820) DOC ID: 3820  

Updated: 1/3/2017 9:34 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit for Motor Vehicle Rentals (Trucks and 
Trailers) at the Property Known as 88 Birnie Avenue (01480-
0049) and WS Birnie Avenue (01480-0053),  as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Table 
4-4, Section 12.2. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: 88-90 Birnie Avenue Realty Trust  

By: Richard Bonavita/Carol Slate  

Petitioner: Amerco Real Estate Company  

By: Carlos Vizcarra 

 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 2/27/2017 7:00 PM 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/23/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 ADOPTED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3821) DOC ID: 3821  

Updated: 1/3/2017 9:37 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For Special Permit to Re-Establish a Pre-Existing, Non-
Conforming Use (Motor Vehicle Service Station/Car Wash), at 
the Properties Known as 1830 Wilbraham Road (12282-0326) 
and WS Parker Street (09510-0611)  as Allowed by M.G.L. and 
the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 10, Section 10.1.42. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: John & Melba Radner, Trustees  

By: John G. Radner  

Petitioner: Petrogas Group New England, Inc.  

By: Trevor Moore  

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [12 TO 0] 

AYES: Edwards, Allen, Rooke, Gomez, Walsh, Williams, Ashe, Twiggs, Fenton, 

Hurst, Williams, Ramos 

ABSENT: Kenneth E. Shea 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/23/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3822) DOC ID: 3822  

Updated: 1/3/2017 9:41 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For Special Permit to Operate a Restaurant with a Drive-Up 
Service Window, at the Properties Known as 2433 Main Street 

(08130-0452), WS Main Street (08130-0453 &0454) and a 
Portion of 18 Morgan Street (08830-0004),  as Allowed by 

M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance Article 4, Table 
4-4, Section 19.1(2). 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: David Della Torre  

By: David Della Torre  

Petitioner: GF Enterprises, LLC  

By: George Fellows  

 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 2/27/2017 7:00 PM 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/23/17 07:00 PM 
 36 Court Street Department: Economic Development 
 Springfield, MA  01103 Category: Special Permit 
  Prepared By: Phil Dromey 

 TABLED Initiator: Phil Dromey 

 Sponsors:  

 PETITION (ID # 3824) DOC ID: 3824  

Updated: 1/3/2017 11:27 AM by Phil Dromey  Page 1 

For a Special Permit Motor Vehicle Rentals at the Properties 
Known as 1027 East Columbus Avenue (04303-0539), as 
Allowed by M.G.L. and the Springfield Zoning Ordinance, 

Article 4, Table 4-4, Section 12.2 and M.G.L. 

 

Request: See Above  

Owner: Harriet Cohen Trustee  

By: Harriet Cohen  

Petitioner: Jeffery Cohen   

By: Jeffery Cohen   

 

RESULT: LAY ON TABLE Next: 2/27/2017 7:00 PM 
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